"A Way in the Wilderness" 
Isaiah 43:18-19, Exodus 13/14


[image: Plan_de_travail_1_copie_21_copy_2-256.png]   Overview               Who of us does not feel a sense of weariness these days?  All the Covid 
       restrictions and adjustments have left us a bit numb, wondering when we will get 
       control of the pandemic we are facing.

       We’ve been in some form of lockdown long enough now for most of us to wish 
       for things the way they were.  We want to go back to the old familiar routines 
       we once knew. 
  
 But perhaps that is the wrong attitude to have.  Perhaps God’s intention is not to  
 take us back to the “good old days” but rather to begin something new, 
 something fresh and creative which will grow His church.  Are we ready for that?


  Getting Started	 Making All Things New
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1.   Think back to some of the big transitional moments of your life.  Which was 
	the most exciting?  Which was the hardest?
	
	2.   How would you rate yourself on a continuum if “1” is “I like things to stay 			exactly the same” and “10” is “I like my life to be in a constant state of 					flux”? 

3.   What 5 words would you use to describe yourself?  Would you have used 	different words 10 years ago (and if so, which ones)?


  The Text		16 This is what the LORD says—
[image: open-book-nae-02.png]					he who made a way through the sea, 
			a path through the mighty waters, 
		17 who drew out the chariots and horses, 
			the army and reinforcements together, 
			        and they lay there, never to rise again, 
				extinguished, snuffed out like a wick: 
				18 “Forget the former things; 
				do not dwell on the past. 
				19 See, I am doing a new thing! 
				Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? 
			        I am making a way in the wilderness 
				and streams in the wasteland. 
				20 The wild animals honor me, 
				the jackals and the owls, 
			        because I provide water in the wilderness 
				and streams in the wasteland, 
			        to give drink to my people, my chosen, 

				21the people I formed for myself  
					that they may proclaim my praise.

 										           Isaiah 43:16-21 (NIV)



 The Video (optional)     “A Way in the Wilderness” - Isaiah 43:18-19, Exodus 13/14 - by Kyle Corbin, 					Oct. 4/20   (view at www.immanuelonline.ca)
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			NOTES:________________________________________________________

			_______________________________________________________________

			_______________________________________________________________

			_______________________________________________________________

			_______________________________________________________________

			_______________________________________________________________

			

 Understanding
	1.  The people of God are on the verge of a new reality (according to Isaiah			(see vs. 19)).  Review verses 1-15 of Isaiah 43 and list all the reasons you 		see there for the people to have confidence in what God is about to do.[image: 0015_Light-Bulb.png]

 
	2.  What event is Isaiah calling to mind in verses 16-17 (see Exodus 14)?  Why 			do you think he mentions this event at this point?

			3.  What is the prophet’s instruction to us in vs. 18?  How do you reconcile this 					with a verse like Luke 22:19?  (Consider Jeremiah 23:7-8)

			4.  What is God about to do for His people (vs. 19-20)?  Is this coming blessing 					material (see Ex. 15:22-27), spiritual, or both (see Isaiah 44:1-5)?  

			5.  What is the purpose for God’s blessing activity (according to Isaiah in 						verse 21)?  How does God granting His blessing accomplish that 						purpose?

			6.  God’s desire to bless seems clear.  So why do His people miss out on that 					blessing according to the prophet (vs. 22-24)?  What is God’s remedy for 					this problem (vs. 25)?

			7.  “The pressures of life are loving touches of the Craftsman’s hand as he 					perfects what he has planned.” (a comment on this passage from J. Alec 					Motyer).  Agree?  Disagree?  How does this passage reinforce or 						contradict this statement?



     Applying
	
[image: Browser_J-128.png]    	1.  Refer back to your answer for question #1 in the previous section.  Which 			reason (for confidence in God) is the most meaningful to you right now?  			Explain why.

			2.  Can you recall a time in your life when you sensed God doing something 					new? 	How did you see God work in that moment?  What did you learn 					about Him? 

			3.  Have you yourself (or someone you know) gone through a time when there 					was a need for “holy uncertainty” (Ex. 14:10-14) (i.e. a trust that there is a 					certainty in God’s answer for the situation)?  Explain.

			4.  Is God doing a new thing in your life right now?  What is it?

	**** If you are a Community Group leader, please record your group’s responses to the 			following questions and send them to pastor Dennis (so they can be shared with 			the church’s leadership (anonymously)).

			5.  Do you believe COVID has changed the environment in which the church 					operates?  How does the church need to change the way it operates (if at 					all)?  What needs to stay the same?

			6.  What 5 words would you use to describe Immanuel right now? 
 
			7.  Do you believe that God is doing (or wants to do) a new thing in the church 					right now?  What is it?   How should we be preparing for it?
		

Memory Verse(s)
			19 See, I am doing a new thing! [image: usbflashdatastorage-128.png]

				Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? 
			        I am making a way in the wilderness 
				and streams in the wasteland. 

								                  Isaiah 43:19   (NIV)


Extra Resources
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· “A Way in the Wilderness” – Isaiah 43:18-19, Exodus 13/14 – by Pastor Kyle Corbin (“Immanuel Church” website, Oct. 4, 2020).  Pastor Kyle reviews issues to be considered as God does a new thing at Immanuel.
· "5 Predictions for the COVID-19 Aftermath” – by Collin Hansen (www.thegospelcoalition.org, April 2,2020).  Although written back in April, Hansen still has some relevant thoughts on how COVID will affect church.  
· “The Present Future” – by Reggie McNeal (Jossey-Bass, 2009).  McNeal contends that church leaders must ask themselves different questions in order to approach the future with new eyes and new ideas. 
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