Live by Faith & Voice of Hope
Lord’s Prayer: Rooted and Grounded in Love
October 2nd, 2016

Last week our whole focus was Being Known By Love, and what that looks like in the lives of others.

We heard from Andrew & Heather’s missions trip to Cambodia – running this English camp – loving on kids.

But in their lives we saw something more than just a trip. Missions as some compartment we live our faith, then we go about the rest of our lives.

No, in Andrew and Heather’s story we saw what it looks like follow Jesus in every facet of one’s life.

Being Known By Love was something they couldn’t help being, whether it was with the English camp, or sharing a drink with their Tuk-Tuk driver, blessing him before they left in the name of Jesus.

We heard from Dani as she head’s off to the YWAM Base in Honolulu where she will do a Discipleship Training School for 3 months and then a 3-month mission.

In Danni’s story we heard just how being known by love and living by faith are inseparable. Go hand in hand. 

As Danni has been growing in her identity as a child of God, being loved by the Father, she has been moved to a deeper trust and obedience, saying yes to YWAM.

In Danni’s story we heard the echo of Jesus’ words, “Let’s go to the other side.”

For Danni this other side meant going overseas, but really the invitation is the same for all of us; moving from where we are to a deeper trust in God. A deeper abandonment.

Ez. 47:1-5

Moving from the shore where we have been playing it safe, merely getting our feet wet, to maybe knee deep…maybe waist deep.

Here we see movement…progression…wading into the River flowing from the temple, which brings greater and greater life.

It’s Jesus that invites us to follow His lead. Let’s go deeper…let’s plumb the depths…let’s go to the other side…all an invitation to grow deeper in our faith. Our trust.

The key is that we keep our eyes fixed on Jesus.

Heb. 12 reminds us to “fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith.”

It’s all part of Jesus’ ministry that you and I grow in our faith…He’s the author and finisher of our faith.

So how’s your faith? How’s your trust in God? Growing? Maturing? Moving to the next developmental stage of your faith journey?

Because we want to be a people who are not only known by Love but who …
Live by Faith.

Faith and love are inseparable things aren’t they?

Love is an action word. For God so loved the world that he gave…

Christ’s love compels us…

2 Cor. 5:14-21

God has brought us back to Himself through Christ.

And this love compels us to now take on the task of reconciling people back to God as well.

God is in fact making his appeal through us. “Come Back to God!”

Every time we speak, give, pray, love, for the sake of God’s Kingdom, we do so by faith.

And this isn’t your ministry. It isn’t you doing it, asking God to join you. No, this ministry of reconciliation, reconciling people back to God is primarily Christ’s ministry. 

Christ is working out the purposes of the Father through the power of the Holy Spirit for the sake of the world.

He’s doing the work, and he invites you and I to join him.

I find this extremely comforting. That I’m not trying to make it happen, but I am invited to pay attention to what God is already doing, and to join Him.
So when you see what appears to be God-activity in the life of a person, it will require a step of faith to join Him in that work.

It might mean prayer…likely prayer first.

I believe we are called to talk to God about our neighbour long before we ever talk to our neighbour about God.

But to pray takes enormous faith doesn’t it?

Faith that God hears…
Faith that my prayers matter…
Faith that my friend’s heart is open…
Faith that God’s Word is right and true…

As I responded to a call to go to the Philippines from 1989-1990 I had to raise close to $10,000 for the year. It seemed like an enormous task – it was well beyond me.

But as I began to share with others how God stirred me to go, how I fought it but God kept drawing me back, and how I said yes, people got on board and gave.

Why?

They were listening to see where God was at work, and simply responded.

They heard this 23 yr old kid tell stories about letting go, surrendering to God’s call, leaving all he knew and loved to follow Jesus’ call. They knew this had to be God, so they gave.

But it took faith. Trust.

The early church were a people who were known by love and lived by faith.

Acts 4:32-37

Now again this is not some legalistic rule. They were simply a people who modeled their lives after Jesus who scripture says…

2 Cor. 8:9 says, “You know the generous grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Though he was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, so that by his poverty he could make you rich.”

As a result of encountering Christ they were freed up from this greedy, self-serving one-upmanship lifestyle our culture says is mandatory to something better.

Over and over we see an early church that were living out what it meant to surrender their own rights for the good of Christ and for the sake of the kingdom.

Like I said, I have been so challenged by this book Freedom of Simplicity. The idea is that in order for me to live the kingdom, and be generous towards others in the same way Jesus was generous towards us, will require a pressing into what it means to live simply. 

Let go. Trust God for my needs. Likely even a value shift.

My friends from NSAC years ago moved to Hollywood to go to school – pursue a PHD.

So they heard about Erwin McManus’ church Mosaic. So they were in the neighborhood and decided t check them out.

After the service my friend Shirley got to talking to Erwin’s wife and shared the story that they moved from Canada and were in full-time ministry and left everything behind to listen to God and move to the US.

After sharing her story, Erwin’s wife told her that maybe next Sunday they could have them over to their place for lunch.

Sure thing the next Sunday after the service Shirley was standing in the foyer and sure enough Erwin’s wife approaches Shirley and invites her and her husband to their place for lunch.

After lunch Erwin turns to Mat and Shirley and asks them what they need.

Shirley proceeds to tell them all they need. 

“Well everything actually. Living room furniture and master bedroom furniture.”

Without hesitation Erwin says, you can have your stuff. Take it. It’s yours.

Shirley immediately tried to say no. I can’t take your stuff. 

No, we insist. It’s not ours anyways. Take the master bedroom set too.

Let’s load it up!”

Later Erwin’s wife told Shirley that this sort of behavior was not uncommon for Erwin. One time he even gave away their fridge and they lived using a cooler in their living room for a week until they fridge showed up.

I won’t pretend this morning that I find this sort of radical trust easy.

As the man of the house, the “bread-winner” I find it hard to trust God for our daily bread.

I so easily take it on my own shoulders to make ends meet, rather to rest and trust.

But there is growth…a deeper trust growing. 

I think about the first time Kenda and I talked as we moved to North Vancouver, trying to live on a meager salary and wanting to be a couple who set the precedent in their marriage that they would put God first and trust Him with our money.

As we prayed together what we felt God was asking us to give, we both came up with a number. Kenda’s was larger than mine, and I was mad. I had to wrestle it through, ask Jesus if this was right?

We took that step of faith and God has been so faithful…and our faith has grown. We know God, in our own experience, to be faithful.

I believe every time we take these steps we go deeper into the river, we grow in our faith.

Where do you have a hard time trusting God?

Is it around a future partner?
Is it your marriage?
Is it with your kids?
Is it with your health?
Is it with your own safety? Putting yourself in harms way.

I have a friend who works for Samaritan’s Purse and the war torn areas he has lived; serving God in the darkest places of the world, with total trust that God’s got him.

Q: Where is it for you? Where do you have a difficult time trusting God?

Ever consider that the area where you feel the most resistance could reveal where God is most at work?

Where we feel most resistance can be shining a spotlight on an undeveloped area in your life that God knows can be your greatest strength?

Not because of your own strength, but God’s strength in your weakness.

So maybe one day you’ll be able to flip it.

But maybe there’s another way to look at these faith steps.

Q: But maybe we should flip it? Maybe we could be asking another question. Where do you find it easy to trust?

A few years ago Kenda shared this story about a friend of ours who is a gifted, dove award winning solo artist, gifted singer and performer and worship leader.

Well one day our friend walks into the store and gets to talking to the owner and he mentions a song – one of his favorites – and she feels the Lord nudge her to sing it for him.

Amazing how she stepped out in an area that required faith, but the obedience fit that God designed her to be.

He isn’t likely going to ask you or I to sing for a store owner anytime soon either…

But isn’t it cool that the steps of faith God asks us to press into, fit with who he made us to be. It fits with the longings and desires already deposited within us.

God put it on my heart to put a prayer box on one of my favorite trails and invite the community to put their prayer requests into.

It requires faith, trust; but it fits who I am.

But it’s faith and trust in a person. In Jesus. Trusting that He is at work and you are merely being asked to join Him.

So maybe Jesus is asking us to slow down enough to pay attention to what that is. What that looks like.

Let me say this.

Sometimes those desires and longings are buried so deep underneath all sorts of fear and lies you’ve heard about yourself; you’re so wrapped up in a cocoon that you don’t even know what those are.

But don’t you think God can break through all that?
Perhaps underneath all the fear is great faith, just waiting to emerge.

So how is your trust?

Luke 8 when Jesus woke up and rebuked the wind and the waves, that the waves calmed down and became still.

Then he turned to the disciples and simply asked, “Where is your trust?”

Can you and I muster up our trust in God?

Is this something you can make happen, or is this a God-sized work?

I like how Richard Foster puts it.

“Without this spirit of trust we would find it exceedingly difficult (should I say impossible?) to live on the basis of prayer for daily bread”.

No, we need the Spirit in greater measure so we can take steps of trust…

This is where we are invited to cry out to God for more of His kingdom.

Because only as kingdom power breaks in on us will we be free to live by faith. Live lives of trust.

I receive these Lion Bites from the Glasgow Prophets and this is what encouraged me this week.

'Trust me today', says the Lord your God. He has never let you down and He loves to demonstrate this to you. Give Him an opportunity to show His strength to you today by letting go of some things that you were going to attempt in your own effort and with a momentous push of your own hard work.

Let go and step back a bit. Invite God into the space and say, 'I welcome you, my Lord, my Saviour, into this part of my life'. 

Repent of those times and places that you had not made space for Him - not trusted Him with that little part of your life and work. Oh yes, He has given you skills and abilities and, oh yes, He commissions you to work hard... but He wants to do something more with you and you life now, something surprising, something glorious!

Allow the Lord to add wings to what you are doing, so that you can fly high and give Him glory. Trust Him with these little important things. Take your hands off and trust Him today.

Proverbs 3:5-6
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.
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