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We are in our series in the Gospel of John, Livin’ the Life, looking at the life of Jesus and the life he promises us.  Today we are looking at chapter 18, Jesus’ betrayal.  On the surface, this passage describes the details of Jesus’ betrayal and arrest but looking further, you notice that John is drawing a parallel between the first Adam’s encounter with Satan in the garden of Eden and Jesus’ encounter with Satan in the garden of Gethsemane.  This is consistent with how the New Testament writers make comparisons between Adam and Jesus as the first Adam and the second or last Adam (Rom 5:12-21; 1 Cor 15:21-22; 42-49).
Scene and Setting (1-2) 
Jesus has celebrated the Passover Meal with his disciples and teaching them.  When they finished, Jesus and his disciples head across the Kidron valley and enter the Garden of Gethsemane at the base of the Mount of Olives (1).  Judas, his betrayer, knew the place because Jesus often gone there with his disciples (2).  Satan has already entered Judas and Jesus had told him to do quickly what he is going to do (13:27) and so Judas was looking for an opportunity to betray Jesus when there were no crowds present (Luk 22:6).  
Jesus Confronts the Authorities (3-9)
Judas secured some two hundred plus soldiers and temple priests to find Jesus.  They had lamps and torches for searching the darkness.  They had weapons to suppress any resistance from Jesus or his disciples (3).  The world was against Jesus, both the Roman and Jewish leaders had turned on Jesus.  Jesus, the true light, came into the world yet the world did not know him; he came to his own and his own and his own people did not receive him (1:9-11).  As Judas, the betrayer, led them across the Kidron valley, the light from their torches and lanterns lit up the night so Jesus could see them coming.  Satan is slithering into the garden to deceive and destroy the Second Adam, the Son of God.  
Jesus knew all what was going to happen to him in the hours to come and he was prepared for their arrival.  When they arrived, he stepped forward and asked, who do you seek?  Jesus of Nazareth came the answer.  Judas, the betrayer, stood there alongside those seeking to arrest Jesus (5).  Jesus was a popular figure so it was no mystery who they were talking to, especially with the light from the torches and lanterns.  Jesus responds, I am, and those sent to arrest him drew back and fell to the ground (6).  
Jesus, the better and second Adam, struck first.  He will not succumb so easily to Satan’s deception as the first Adam, the first son of God (Luk 3:38), who brought chaos and corruption and condemnation to all of creation.  The better and second Adam discloses his identity and the soldiers and temple police are powerless to arrest him.  Do you see the irony?  They come thinking they will need to search for Jesus hiding in the garden but he takes the initiative to addresses them.  They come with Roman soldiers and temple police but they are lying on the ground when they glimpse his glory.  They come with soldiers and weapons prepared for a fight yet Jesus turns himself in.  He identifies himself with the divine name God gave Moses in the burning bush, I am, and Satan and his allies are powerless to arrest him. Why does Jesus, at this moment of weakness, flex?  He is showing them that he is the most powerfully weak and the weakest powerful person in history.  At this moment of weakness, he is giving them a glimpse of the glory of God and they lose all strength and force of will against him.  He may be weak but it is a controlled weakness that he chose when he took on human nature.  While it may look like Satan has the upper hand, God is in control and his purposes are being played out.  No one will take his life from him but he freely lays it down for his sheep (10:18).  While the entire group lays there powerless and confused and trying gain their composure, Jesus asks them again who they seek, and they tell him again, Jesus of Nazareth (7).  Jesus responds, I told you already I am.  So, if you seek me, let these men go (8).  He is still looking out for his own, his disciples.  He said this to fulfill the word he had spoken that none of those the Father had given him would be harmed (9).  Jesus is faithful to his promises.  No need to worry about that.  
Peter’s Response (10-11)
 Even after all that Jesus has told the disciples, even after the Passover Meal when he told them that his body would be broken for them and his blood shed for them to establish the new covenant (Luk 22:19-20), Peter does not understand that Jesus’ arrest is God’s plan so he will not go without a fight.  He pulls out a dagger and swings wildly attempting to slash the throat of the high priest’s servant, but cuts off his right ear instead (10).  Oh, how we are all so like Peter.  We can be so brave one moment and cowardice the next.  Jesus tells Peter to put the dagger away.  Then says, shall I not drink the cup that the Father has given me (11)?  The cup is the cup of wrath (Jer 25:15; Isa 51:7; Mat 26:39; Rev 14:9-10) that he will drink for our sin.  His Father had given him this cup and he will drink it by obeying him (Heb 10:5-7; Phil 2:8) by going to the cross to defeat sin and Satan and death to save those the Father has given him.  As Satan slithered into the garden a second time to take out the second Adam, he met a better Adam who was too wise and too powerful to defeat.  Jesus is the better and second Adam who overcame sin, Satan, and death so that all those who come to him for eternal life participate in the life of God for eternity.  There are only two options.  You drink the cup you deserve filled with God’s holy wrath or Jesus drinks it for you.  If you do not believe in Jesus, you have hell to pay; if you believe in Jesus, he paid hell for you.  He made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God (2 Cor 5:21).  Jesus is the better and second Adam who overcame sin, Satan, and death so that all those who come to him for eternal life participate in the life of God for eternity.   


Questions for Life Groups: 

1. What truth(s) in this passage or teaching struck you or that you should think about more?
2. Have you ever been betrayed?  How did it feel?
3. Why did Judas get soldiers to betray Jesus?
4. Why did Jesus identify himself as I am?  What is he saying by doing so?
5. Why did the mob fall down when Jesus said, I am?
6. How does scripture compare Jesus and Adam? See Rom 5:12-21; 1 Cor 15:42-29.
7. How would you summarize the main point of the teaching in one sentence?
8. How does this teaching affect my relationship with God?
9. How is God speaking to you from this passage/sermon?
10. How is God asking you to respond and obey him?
11. [bookmark: _GoBack]How does this teaching affect Jesus’ command to make disciples? 

