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BI: Jesus enters Jerusalem as the Sovereign and Merciful King 

In Luke 19:28-44, Jesus enters Jerusalem as the sovereign and merciful King.  We see three ways Jesus sovereignty is displayed and three ways Jesus’ mercy is displayed.  I want to look at Jesus’ sovereignty and mercy in Luke 19:28-44 in the hope that we admire him more as sovereign and merciful king, treasure him above all else, and follow him in discipleship.  I want you to see Jesus’ glory in his sovereignty over his own life and death and his mercy toward his enemies. 
Jesus’ Sovereignty (28-40)
There is a stream of Christianity that believes Jesus lived purely in his humanity and that all of his miracles were done by the power of the Spirit alone.  That is just too simplistic and diminishes his glory.  The gospels go to great lengths to show that Jesus is much more than a man.  Let me give you just one example.  After catching nothing from fishing all night, Jesus tells Peter to throw his net back out.  Resisting at first, he throws it out and catches so many fish that he needs help.  Peter’s response is significant, falling at Jesus’ feet he cried out, depart from me, for I am a sinful man, Oh Lord.  It was after this miracle that Peter left everything and followed Jesus (Luke 5:8-11).  Peter got a glimpse of Jesus’s glory and admired Jesus, treasured Jesus, and decided to follow Jesus as his disciple.  And as he saw more of Jesus’ glory, his commitment to Jesus grew all the more.  I want us to get a glimpse of Jesus’ glory today as the sovereign and merciful king and admire him more, treasure him more, and follow his example in discipleship.  So, let’s see how his glory is displayed as the sovereign and merciful king.  I see his sovereignty displayed three ways in 19:28-40.
First, Jesus’ sovereignty is seen in the way he acquires the colt (29-34).  He sends two disciples to find a colt and bring it to him.  If the owner asks them about it, they are to say that the Lord needs it (28-31).  They follow his instructions and everything happens just as he said it would.  Luke wants us to see that Jesus is in control of the events leading to his death.  
Second, Jesus’ sovereignty is seen in the disciple’s praise (35-38).  As Jesus comes into Jerusalem on the colt, his disciples throw their cloaks on the road before him, welcoming him as their king (2 Ki 9:13).  All the while praising God for all the mighty works he did and acknowledging him as God’s appointed king.  First, they praised God for his might works (37).  Jesus’ reputation was common knowledge.  His teaching and miracles were unique.  He healed the sick, delivered the demonized, raised the dead, fed thousands with some bread and a couple of fish, calmed storms, and walked on water.  He displayed sovereign authority over life and death and creation.  So, as he entered Jerusalem, they believed nothing could stop him from taking his throne.  Though this was true, they were misguided about his mission, he would take his throne at the right hand of God by dying for our sin.  Second, they hailed him as king (38).  Jesus was the king appointed and sent by God himself.  The disciples had the prophet Zechariah in mind here, Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!  Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!  Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.  I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall speak peace to the nations; his rule shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth (9:9-10).  This passage foretold of Israel’s king entering Jerusalem on a donkey.  There would be rejoicing because he would be a righteous king, triumphant over all his enemies so that his reign extends to all the earth.  Jesus was not just any king but God’s King whose kingdom would never end.  Jesus is the sovereign King who rules over the universe. 
Then third, we see Jesus’ sovereignty in his claim to make the stones cry out (39-40).  When the Pharisees demand that Jesus stop his disciples from praising him, he tells them that if they were silent the stones would cry out (39-40).  All creation is designed to praise Christ.  So, if people will not praise him, the rocks will.  If humanity refuses to praise him, as sovereign Lord he will make the rocks praise him. 
Jesus is to be admired, treasured and followed because he is the sovereign King who went to his death for us.  But he is also to be admired, treasured and followed because he is a merciful King.  The events that lead to his death are all planned yet he weeps over those who reject him.  He is sovereign and he is merciful.  Two qualities that do not seem to go together, sovereign and mercy, like lion and lamb, makes Jesus even more admirable, worthy of treasuring and following.  Jesus’ response shows us three ways that Jesus is merciful.  
Jesus’ Mercy (41-44)
First, we see Jesus’ tender mercy (41-42).  Jesus weeps over Israel’s hard heart, their rejection and coming disaster, the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD.  Jesus was and is always moved by mercy toward those who suffer.  His ministry was a ministry of mercy.  My response used to be to justify my inaction toward those who suffer because so many often brought it upon themselves.  Do you shed tears for someone else’s suffering?  We shed tears for our own suffering but not so much for the suffering of others.  Maybe we don’t because we are too wrapped up in ourselves.  Following Jesus in discipleship calls us to be merciful toward those who suffer.  Pray that you feel mercy for others.  
Second, we see Jesus’ sacrificial mercy (42).  His entry into Jerusalem is just one event of many that leads to his sacrificial death on behalf of his enemies.  Mercy toward the suffering moves one to sacrifice for them.  Mercy moved Jesus to sacrifice comfort, safety, health, security, and self to relieve the suffering of others.  Mercy moved him to sacrifice his life for our sin.  Following Jesus in discipleship calls us to sacrificial mercy.  
This leads us to the final way Jesus is merciful, helpful mercy.  Mercy helps, it moves one to act in a helpful way, to remove the suffering.  Jesus helped us by dying in our place that we might be forgiven and receive eternal life.  So here is the question for us in our time.  Following Jesus in discipleship means following the example of Jesus, moving in mercy toward those who are suffering right now.  How will you be merciful right now?  How will you and your roommate be merciful right now?  How will your family be merciful right now?  How will be merciful to those who are fearful, who are struggling financially, who are feeling isolated, who cannot get out, who are lonely?  As his followers, he calls us not to retreat but to serve and heal the misery of the world.  Mercy moves toward those who are suffering.  No justifying why they deserve it but moving toward it.   


Life Group Questions:

1. Summarize the triumphal entry in your own words.
2. What are three ways Jesus displays his sovereignty in this passage? 
3. What does Jesus’ sovereignty mean for you personally?  
4. How does this reality help you to trust him?
5. What are three ways Jesus displays mercy in this passage? 
6. How is Jesus’ mercy an example for me?
7. In what ways can you be merciful right now? 
8. How does seeing Jesus as the sovereign and merciful king help me to admire him, treasure him, and follow him?
9. How is this message speaking to me?
10. How does this message help me in my discipleship to Jesus?
11. How does this message help me in making disciples?


