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In the Gospel today, the angel said to the women, “You are looking for Jesus. He is not here. He’s going ahead 

of you to Galilee; you will see him there.” 

 

We often look to the church building as the place where we find Jesus. It’s like that’s where we put him to keep 

him safe until Sunday. Like Mary Magdalene and the other Mary who go to the tomb to find Jesus - because 

that’s where they left him - we are dismayed when we can’t get to Jesus at the church as we thought we could. 

Like Mary Magdalene and the other Mary, we find ourselves only able to stand on the outside looking in. Jesus 

isn’t where we last left him. 

 

Truth be told, we’ve been searching for Jesus for a few weeks now. I think it’s safe to say that we do feel his 

presence best when we gather in the sanctuary of St. John the Divine. Church buildings have a certain primacy 

of place in the lives of the faithful. It’s in these places where there’s a concentration of the Spirit of God. We walk 

in, and are at our most-prepared, to encounter Jesus. It’s in this place where we experience the stories and 

share in the breaking of the bread. As members of the body of Christ, we see and feel the love of God in a special 

place and in the people who gather in it. We feel it so well, and we love it so much, we don’t want it to end, so 

we linger over coffee together. It’s good. It’s very good. 

 

In this time of isolation, we find ourselves craving that concentrated divine love, and have discovered this platform 

that helps us to at least see and hear the love of Christ in one another. I don’t know about you, but my heart 

reaches out to each of you over the internet, and more than anything else, I want to have that concentration of 

divine love in a real gathering with other members of the body of Christ in a special place. I think Jesus craves 

that too. 

 

We learned on Palm Sunday that Jesus doesn’t want to be separated from people. Even though we went to the 

garden to pray quietly, he took with him three of his closest friends so that he wouldn’t have to be all alone. There 

are only a few times in the Gospel accounts when Jesus gets agitated. This was one of them: Jesus desired to 

have people nearby him, only to turn and find them asleep, and himself all alone after all. Clearly Jesus does not 

like to be isolated from others. 

 

In the Passion account Jesus submits to torture and crucifixion without resistance. He even accepts death at the 

hands of the people he loves so much. But... when he’s locked away in a tomb, and isolated from his beloved 

people, Jesus draws the line. Three days: that’s enough of that. Jesus needs to be with his people. 

 

I believe it was the great theologian Barbara Streisand who said, “People, who need people, are the luckiest 

people, in the world.” We are lucky that our hearts are so stirred that we’ll submit to this clumsy platform in order 

to be with one another. We are blessed that we can see and hear the love of God in Jesus Christ even when we 

are separated from one another. As we reach out to one another over the internet or over the phone, know that 

Jesus reaches out to us in whatever way he can. 

 

Mary Magdalene and the other Mary are dismayed at the news that Jesus has already made his way to Galilee. 

Did he leave without them? Jesus desires the company of other people, in a place so close to his heart so 

strongly, that as soon as he breaks free from isolation he goes directly to the place that’s filled with the memories 

of times well-spent with his beloved people.  

 



Jesus knows that his friends want to be with him too. The angel at the tomb had a message that tells us so. The 

role of angels amongst all the celestial beings are to be messengers. They have one job: to repeat what they’ve 

been told to the designated recipients. The angel today accomplishes this job perfectly - and with a little flourish! 

Angel sets up an earthquake, props itself up on the stone rolled away, and appears like lightning. God sent the 

overachiever of the angels, clearly. But that’s not good enough for Jesus. Jesus goes back himself and appears 

to Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to speak with them directly. It’s not enough that Jesus left a message 

with an angel. He wanted to see them himself to tell them he’ll be waiting for all his disciples to catch up with him 

in their special place. 

 

That special place is waiting for us too. On this Easter Sunday we can proclaim with assurance that Christ is 

alive. And he’s on his way back to the place where we share some of the best memories of times well-spent with 

him. He’ll be waiting for us to catch up with him there as soon as we can.  

 

Until then, be on the lookout. Not all of the Gospel stories take place in Galilee. Jesus is well-known for appearing 

to his disciples when they least expect it, and in the most unusual places. If Jesus can travel, in a fraction of a 

moment 126 km from Jerusalem to Galilee, and then double back to speak with Mary Magdalene and the other 

Mary, and then immediately be back in Galilee, he can certainly get from wherever he is to you in a fraction of a 

moment. You mean that much to Jesus, and more. Just because we cannot be in our favourite special place 

with Jesus immediately after his resurrection, it doesn’t mean he won’t pay a visit to us from time to time wherever 

we happen to be.  

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen; and nothing will keep Jesus away from us. 

 

And that’s good news. 


