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I have a question for you. Where is your road to Emmaus? This is not a question to direct your thoughts to a 

specific route one might follow to deliberately encounter Jesus. It would be easy to say you have a special place 

you like to go to pray. Perhaps there’s a path in nature you like to walk to contemplate the divine, or some such 

place constructed for spiritual uses. No. I’m interested in the roads you go down that don’t necessarily have 

anything to do with Jesus, but where you end up encountering him nonetheless. I’m not interested in the places 

where you find Jesus. I’m interested in the places where Jesus finds you.  

 

In the Gospel today, Cleopas and the other disciple don’t set out on this road to Emmaus looking to find Jesus. 

They’d be going in the wrong direction anyways if that was their purpose. On Easter morning, Jesus sent word 

to the disciples that he’d meet them in Galilee. Galilee is north of Jerusalem. Emmaus is west. Cleopas and his 

companion were not on their way to meet Jesus. They were going somewhere else that doesn’t appear to have 

anything to do with Jesus or their experience as disciples. It’s this road that interests me because this road exists 

all over the world. 

 

People frequently have encounters with God while traveling between here and there. The Apostle Paul still went 

by the name Saul as he travelled with his companions down a road. Do you remember how the story goes? Saul 

was on his way to arrest Jesus’ followers when he was suddenly knocked from his horse by a blinding light and 

the voice of Jesus that spoke directly to him. 

 

Do you remember the time when Philip went to tell Nathanael about Jesus. Philip said, “We have found the one 

Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 

Nathanael was skeptical though, so Philip brought Nathaniel to see for himself. When Jesus saw Nathanael 

approaching, he recognized him. He said, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree.” Just discussing 

Jesus was enough to attract the presence of Jesus to be with them. In this case, near enough to describe where 

Nathaniel was when Philip was talking about Jesus with him. 

 

The ultimate story of encountering God on the road is of course the Exodus story, but the theme of these divine 

meet-ups runs throughout the scriptures. But more than the road, it’s what happens on it that makes this story 

so compelling. 

 

We’ve all been told that when we call upon the name of the Lord, our prayers are heard. God attends to us 

whenever and wherever we do things that support our relationship with God - like when we pray, for instance; or 

when we tell the story of Jesus, or act as though Jesus were sitting right here with us. There’s a reason God 

gave us the commandment not to take God’s name in vain. It’s because when we call upon God, we get God’s 

attention. And when we call out God’s name and then don’t engage. Well, it’s kind of like if someone calls out 

your name and gets your attention and then doesn’t say anything further. I imagine it can get a little lonely. When 

we talk about God, God is there. 

 

Cleopas and his traveling companion don’t go down this road to find Jesus. It’s on this road that Jesus finds 

them. Whether they realize it or not, just their talking about Jesus, and all the events and all the details, is enough 

to attract Jesus himself to join in the conversation. This road could be any road, anywhere. It’s not really about 

a specific road. It’s about what happens on it. This road could well be Dewdney Trunk Road, or the Lougheed 

By-Pass, or Abernathy Way, or 224 St. This pericope may be known as “The Road to Emmaus,” but it could also 

be called the Way to Meet Jesus. 



 

The disciples said to each other, "Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road?” 

It must be a new thing to them that simply speaking his name would cause Jesus to be with them. Their hearts 

knew, even if their heads couldn’t understand it. Of course Jesus was speaking to their hearts. The traumatic 

events they witnessed just a few days ago have overtaken their heads, and it’s pretty much all they can think 

about. So it’s in their hearts that they hear Jesus, and it’s from their hearts that they invite him to stay with them 

into the evening.  

 

And that’s when it happens: the classic Jesus move. Jesus accepts an invitation to dinner. It’s moments like this 

where Jesus establishes the most meaningful relationships. Consider these: 

 

Luke 19: Jesus meets Zacchaeus while he’s walking down the street. He says, “Zacchaeus, come down 

immediately. I must stay at your house today.” 

 

Matthew 9: While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew's house, many tax collectors and sinners came and ate 

with him and his disciples. 

 

Luke 7: When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, he went to the Pharisee's house and 

reclined at the table. 

 

John 21: When [the disciples] came to land, they saw a charcoal fire laid there, with fish and bread on it. ‘Come 

and have breakfast,’ said Jesus to them. 

 

Pick any moment from the Last Supper. 

 

In each of these dinner table encounters, Jesus’ guests end up with a front row seat to the nature of who Jesus 

is, and what his purpose is for them. Whatever relationship they may have had with Jesus prior to the meal, 

gives way to a real, a new, and a deeper relationship when they break bread together. In my opinion, Jesus does 

some of his best work at the dinner table.  

 

In the Jewish tradition, an empty chair is always left at the Seder table for a very special guest. It represents the 

expectation that Elijah will join them for the evening meal. A chair is placed at the table, and a cup of wine and 

some bread are served up ready for him. It would be rude to invite a guest and then not have a place ready for 

the arrival. I know that some Jeweish families will pause the traditional proceedings for a moment and everyone 

looks to the door as though Elijah will, at that very moment, walk in. The expectation is always there. If Elijah 

misses his special cue to enter, they carry on. He’ll show up when he’s ready.  

 

Perhaps we might consider a similar practice. What would it be like to manifest our welcome of Jesus in such a 

way? Having the empty chair and a place set at the table for Jesus would be an obvious conversation-starter. 

Can you imagine if the Road to Emmaus went right through your dining room? What do you think might happen 

if you began discussing the events of Jesus’ life as though Jesus were your conversation partner? What do you 

think might happen if this conversation took place over dinner? 

 

Let’s be clear, this is not about trying to make a Eucharist at home. The Eucharsitic Prayers are very formal 

expressions of prayer. The Gospel stories about Jesus sitting down to a meal rarely include such formal prayers 

as that. This is about being intentional in your relationship with Jesus, and meeting him over something we share 

that’s important. Would you pass the bread, please? 

 



It’s over these moments, initiated by thoughtful conversation, and taken to a deeper level, and made real, where 

we encounter Jesus with us. The hearts of Cleopas and his companion were set on fire and it changed the 

narrative of suffering and death that occupied their minds. They become different people than they were the day 

before. After such an encounter, the two return to Jerusalem to tell the other disciples about the time they spent 

with Jesus, and to share good news with their friends. What was joyful to some becomes joyful to many... and 

maybe it increases the chances that Jesus will get another dinner invitation. 

 

When I ask where your road to Emmaus is, the answer just might be, directly through your dining room. 

 

And that’s good news. 


