
Week 5: Coming For You  
Luke 8:26-39 
To be studied in preparation for October 14, 2018. 
 
Leader’s Note: This fall we are introducing an approach to group 
Bible study called “storying.” Please refer to the resource, 
“Storying,” available on our website, for a detailed guide on how to facilitate storying in your group.  
 

Why We Have Gathered 
Our common goal as apprentices of Jesus is to learn  

to be loved by Jesus, to be led by Jesus,  
to become like Jesus, to lead others to Jesus. 

 
Establishing “Safe Harbour” 
For us to open up to God and one another, the environment needs to be safe, and we each 
need to be safe for each other. Let’s remember the following guidelines: 
o Practice good listening skills: open body postures and eye contact, no “cross talk” (side 

conversations when someone is sharing), non-judgmental reflection, attention to the one 
sharing (rather than forming your own thoughts), allowing others to finish their thought, and 
not rushing to fill a pause or moment of silence. 

o Honour “sharing boundaries” and confidentiality: Don’t share what you don’t have permission to 
share, here or outside our meetings, and don’t gossip about others. Tell your own story. 

o Don’t try to fix, problem-solve or rescue. Our aim is “gospel fluency”: pointing toward Jesus’ life-
changing power and the truths of who we are, who God is, and what God has done in Christ. 

o Practice healthy conflict resolution: offer grace, patience and the benefit of the doubt; accept your 
responsibility for peace; seek swift reconciliation and make amends for hurts caused. 

o Let’s seek to be co-learners and make this a safe space to ask any and all questions. 

 
Entering Into the Story: Luke 8:26-39 

Setting the Scene: One of the “good news” stories that Luke wants to tell us is that God 
has sent a King who has authority to overcome the very worst of humanity’s fears, including 
nature (8:22-25), demons (this story), disease (8:40-48) and death (8:49-56). In today’s story, 
we meet an individual who is, in the eyes of many, “too far gone.” There’s not a chance that a 
person this messed up could become an apprentice of Jesus. But Jesus hasn’t given up on 
him. A little earlier we see Jesus directing his disciples to go to the other side of the Sea of 
Galilee (referred to here as a lake). This story occurs immediately after Jesus has calmed a 
storm with no more than a spoken rebuke. As I tell you this story, I invite you to consider 
who or what you relate to in the story, and why.  

Tell the Story: The leader will tell Luke 8:26-39 from memory. 

Rebuild the Story: Let’s open up our Bibles to Luke 8:26-39.  

 

this is life:  
A people apprenticed to  

the Life of Jesus 
 



o Walk through, chronologically, verse by verse, asking “Who, What, Where, When, How, 
and sometimes Why” questions. Where did the story-teller add or omit details? 

Read the Story: Read the story in one translation. If you have time, you might 
choose to read a second translation as well. 

Debrief the Story: Let’s respond to the following questions:  

o Who or what do you relate to in the story, and why? 
o What picture or description caught your attention or came to mind as you listened? 
o What does this story tell us about the power of God? 
o What can we learn about humanity (us) or God’s people (the church) from this story? 
o What can this story tell us about apprenticeship to Jesus? 
o What other Scriptures or biblical principles does this story remind you of? 
o How could this story be used to help someone else understand apprenticeship to Jesus? 
o How will you apply this story in your own life? What is your “take-away”? 
o What specific action do you sense God asking you/us to do as a result of our 

conversation with Him through his Word? 
 
Praying for One Another 

Using the Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13) as a guide, and based on what has come to 
the surface in your sharing together, lift one another to God in prayer. 
 

WORSHIP 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name. 

Express your thanks and praise to your 
heavenly Father for his work in your lives. 

PETITION 
Your Kingdom come, 

your will be done  
on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread. 

Invite God to be King in the various areas of 
your life, as well as for practical needs, 

people far from God, the church’s mission 
and its leadership. 

CONFESSION 
And forgive us our debts, 

as we also have  
forgiven our debtors. 

Repent of any sin, express forgiveness 
regarding any broken relationship, and ask 

for God’s help in bringing reconciliation 
wherever it is needed. 

ENGAGEMENT 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from the evil one. 

Ask God to lead, protect and heal you 
wherever it is needed. Give time to listen 

and respond to the Spirit’s voice. 
WORSHIP 

For yours is the kingdom, 
 the power and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 

Close by praising God for who he is, and for 
anticipated opportunities and answers to 

prayer. 

 
  



Leader’s Notes 
 
This is the third part of the “Come”/”Loved by Jesus” chapter of this sermon series. We 
have selected this story as an example of Jesus’ commitment to not just call those who 
are “ready” to join, but to go and seek those who are lost, dis-integrated, spiritually 
oppressed, addicted or enslaved by evil. A few insights to introduce to the discussion 
where appropriate: 
v The country of the Gerasenes (in Syria) is Gentile and pig farming country – the 

“wrong side of the tracks” for Jews. Visiting this area is like a Catholic visiting a 
Protestant neighbourhood in Ireland, or a white Afrikaans visiting a black township 
in South Africa during apartheid, or a clean-living suburban pastor walking the 
downtown East Side.  

v In the Jewish mind, living among tombs (i.e. dead bodies) is about as unclean and 
therefore unholy as a person can be.  

v The only way a person can become “demon-possessed” is by voluntarily yielding 
their will to the control of demonic powers. This man is troubled because he invited 
it. 

v In the case of this man, one of the consequences of yielding his life to demons is 
severe mental illness. That does not mean that all or most mental illness is 
demonic. Here it is simply evidence of how broken this man is. 

v And yet, instead of avoiding this, Jesus appears to make a trip especially to go and 
find this man and free him! 

 
A question may be raised about why Jesus did not allow this man to “come, follow him” 
but instead left him where he was, to tell the story of his deliverance. The reason is 
likely related to Jesus’ commitment to first go to the Jewish people, who have been 
waiting for their Messiah. This “intervention” deep in Gentile territory is a foretaste of 
the wider mission to the Gentiles that will be entrusted to his disciples when he has 
completed his work. However, it may have also been the seed that would one day 
burst to life when scattered, persecuted Christians found their way into Syria and 
began to share about Jesus (see Acts 11:19-21).  
 


