
WE ARE NOT ESSENTIAL  

Too many pastors have been classifying themselves as an essential 
business in the same sense as Walmart or Costco. We cannot let 
ourselves be classified as an ‘essential service.’ I believe that to do 
that would be to make a deal with the devil. We are much greater 
than an essential business. The church made this same horrible 
mistake 65 years ago when the Johnson Amendment made Christian 
organizations 501c3 corporations.  
Walmart and Costco are examples of ‘essential services.’ They 
operate under the direct regulation of the Health Department and 
any other agency of State and Local government that wants a shot at 
them. We must fight for religious freedom—not to be an ‘essential 
service’, as if we are a retail business. We want State governments to 
respect the church more than they respect a big box store - a lot 
more.  
How do we differ from stores under the Constitution? That is the 
question! The First Amendment places churches in a higher 
category of protection than stores or businesses. Religion is singled 
out as a protected entity. We will not trade our rights for a lower 
grade of freedom than is already promised to churches by the 
Constitution. We want you to take your hands off of the church, 
because the law of the land guarantees it.  
If any government agency or politician can get us to agree with them 
that we are no better than retail businesses, they’ll do an end-run 
around the First Amendment just as Lyndon Johnson pulled that 
dirty trick on the church 65 years ago.  
We will obey rational laws regarding health and safety. We will meet 
when God wants us to meet. We will fill our churches when God 
wants them filled. And we will sing and preach what God wants to 
hear. Those who spilled their blood during the American Revolution 
did so in order that a timeless document might be written—the 
greatest document of freedom the world has ever seen, outside of the 
Bible. Our Constitution guarantees us the right to say what Peter 



said to those who wanted to limit the church during his lifetime, 
“Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you more than to 
God, you judge. For we cannot but speak the things which we have 
seen and heard” (Acts 4:19b- 20).  
We lost that battle 65 years ago because of fear. We need to shake 
fear now and enforce the truth. We are a Constitutionally Protected 
Body. That is what we are fighting for!  
-Jim Willoughby  

Matchless part 21  

Hebrews 10:11-25 

The Title Of The Message: Perfected Forever 

The Key Word: Sanctified 

The Thought: With one offering Jesus has sanctified us, and made 
us perfect giving us a new way to live. 

The Breakdown: 

Verses 11-14 One Offering 

Verses 15-18 The Covenant 

Verses 19-25 A New Living Way 

  
Verses 11-14 One Offering 

Hebrews 10:11 NKJV - And every priest stands ministering daily and 
offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 



And every priest… in the old covenant every priest was to stand 
ministering day after day by making sacrifices for the people all day 
long, I guess you could they were like the modern day wives and 
mothers who’s work is never done! Even when they are 80 years old.  

The problem here for the priest is that this is almost an exercise in 
futility because those sacrifices could never take away sins! Again 
imagine todays wives and moms that are continually cooking but only 
temporarily satisfying, washing only to have to wash again, cleaning 
only to have to clean again and the cycle just keeps going! And so the 
case was, with the priest continually having to make sacrifices with 
things that could not take away sins, spilling blood that could only cover 
sin and was a constant reminder of sin! It must have been exhausting!  

It would be like a pastor who studies day in and day out and sees no fruit 
from his teaching or worse yet when a pandemic breaks out he sees 
those he taught freaking out! Instead of living in the peace of the word, 
in the promises of the word, in the power of the word, in the wisdom of 
the word or in the glory of the word that they have been faithfully 
taught.   

Ask yourself are you living in the words of man’s wisdom? or in the 
word of God?  

Hebrews 10:12-13 NKJV - But this Man, after He had offered one 
sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God, 13 NKJV - 
from that time waiting till His enemies are made His footstool. 

But this Man… Notice Paul says “but this man” speaking of Jesus, after 
He made one sacrifice for sins forever sat down at the right hand of God, 
what a contrast between the levitical priest who had to continually offer 
sacrifices that could not take away sin, not able to sit because the work 
was never done! And Jesus our High priest who made one sacrifice that 
took away sin forever and then was able to sit down, not because He was 
tired, or because He just didn’t want to do anything, but because He was 
finished.  



The sacrifice was made that took care of it all, and is available to anyone 
who wants to give their lives to Christ, no more need for sacrifices 
because His blood has taken away our sin, no longer are we defined by 
our past because we have Him as our future. 

Horatius Bonar wrote… No blood, no altar now, The sacrifice is o’er! 
No flame, no smoke ascends on high, The lamb is slain no more. But 
richer blood has flowed From nobler veins To purge the soul from 
guilt And cleanse the reddest stains. 
—Horatius Bonar 
  

From that time waiting… verse 13 is a quote again from Psalms, 
Psalm 110:1 specifically and it says, The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at 
My right hand, Till I make Your enemies Your footstool.” This is 
interesting, I say that because we know that God is all knowing and all 
powerful, we have read the end of Revelation and we know that no one 
not even Satan or his armies can stand for a second against Him and we 
like John in Revelation may cry out “even so Lord Jesus come” but 
Jesus waits, and we look at this as a delay, but maybe we should change 
that thinking from delaying His coming to prolonging His grace, and He 
shows His mercy and patience as He waits for that one person, couple or 
family to turn to Him. 

Waiting till His enemies… Jesus is waiting for the prophesy of Psalms 
to be fulfilled when His enemies are made His footstool.  

Philippians 2:10–11 (NKJV) 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under 
the earth, 11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
   
Unfortunately for those who make this confession at that time, if they 
have not received Jesus as their Lord and savior there is no redemption, 
its too late and this is just a statement of fact.    



Hebrews 10:14 NKJV - For by one offering He has perfected forever 
those who are being sanctified. 

For by one offering… When the Paul says that Jesus has perfected 
those who are being sanctified, he doesn’t mean that Jesus has made us 
sinless, but instead He has given us a perfect standing before God and 
He has given us a perfect conscience removing the guilt and the penalty 
of sin, as Christians we know that the price has been paid in full and 
God will not require a payment from us. Such an awesome thing when 
you think about it. 

Those who are being sanctified…. I should point out that this 
perfection is only effective for those who are being sanctified, the 
finished work of Jesus is able to save all, the problem is that not all want 
to be saved, and so this is only effective for those who are willing to be 
set apart for Christ. The word “Sanctified” means “Hallow” or “Holy” 
its the same word used when we pray our father in heaven hallowed be 
your name in Matthew 6:9, but this also has the meaning of being set 
apart for God that is we are made holy, that means that the Christian is 
no longer a common thing but we are holy, now when he says we are 
being sanctified it means not only have we been made holy but also that 
we are being made holy. The Lord takes us through circumstances in our 
lives seeking to see the reflection of Himself in His creation. 

Zechariah 13:9 (NKJV) I will bring the one-third through the fire, Will 
refine them as silver is refined, And test them as gold is tested. They will 
call on My name, And I will answer them. I will say, ‘This is My 
people’; And each one will say, ‘The Lord is my God.’ ” 

Job 23:10 (NKJV) But He knows the way that I take; When He has 
tested me, I shall come forth as gold. 

Verses 15-18 The Covenant 



Hebrews 10:15-17 NKJV - But the Holy Spirit also witnesses to us; for 
after He had said before, 16 NKJV - "This is the covenant that I will 
make with them after those days, says the LORD: I will put My laws 
into their hearts, and in their minds I will write them,” 17 NKJV - then 
He adds, "Their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more." 

But the Holy Spirit… Again we have this reminder that the new 
covenant is the inward working its way out of the believer, the old 
covenant was the outward trying to get in…  

Philippians 2:12–13 (NKJV) 12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have 
always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my 
absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it 
is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure. 

Again the promise of the new covenant is that the Lord will put His laws 
into our hearts and in our minds, Paul would say in Romans that this is 
why we are without excuse because we know what we are to do, I know 
I need to surrender my life to Christ, and if I already have done that then 
I know that I need to worship the Lord, I know I need to pray, I know I 
need to read the word, I know I need to get together with my brothers 
and sisters in Christ and worship the Lord corporately, how? Because He 
has written it in our hearts!  

Then He adds… Notice also that it says “Then He add” adds what? 
That His forgiveness is complete unlike the blood of animals that only 
serves as a reminder, we have the blood of Christ that cleanses us in 
such a way that God refuses to remember our sins and lawless deeds. 

David Guzik has this encouragement… The Christian must endeavor 
to do with their sin exactly what God has done: forget about it. As 
well, this reminds us that the believer is in no way on probation. 
Before God, past sin has no bearing on God’s present dealing. 
-Pastor David Guzik 



Hebrews 10:18 NKJV - Now where there is remission of these, there is 
no longer an offering for sin. 

Now where there is remission… Here is this huge difference between 
the old covenant and the new, in the old covenant there was a 
requirement for constant offerings, but with the new because sin has 
been dealt with once and for all there is no need for offerings again.  

Verses 19-25 A New Living Way 

Hebrews 10:19-22 NKJV - Therefore, brethren, having boldness to 
enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, 20 NKJV - by a new and living 
way which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh, 21 
NKJV - and having a High Priest over the house of God, 22 NKJV - let 
us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our 
hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with 
pure water. 

Therefore… Again when we see the therefore we have to ask what is 
the therefore there for? Its there because of verses 15-18 the fact that the 
Lord has written His laws into our hearts because sin has been dealt with 
once and for all, then as the brethren we can have boldness to enter the 
holiest by the blood of Christ, I know I shouldn’t have to say this notice 
that Paul says “brethren” to remind us that he is speaking to those who 
are brothers in the Lord, that is believers, when I read a new and living 
way I think of the new way we can live which has been consecrated 
through the veil of His flesh, in the old covenant there was thick veil at 
least 4” thick, this barred the way for everyone including the high priest 
except for the one time a year, but when Jesus offered the better sacrifice 
that veil was torn from top to bottom and replaced with Himself that is 
the veil of His flesh.  

Having boldness… We have such a privilege to be able to go boldly to 
the throne of God, Jesus opened the way or gave us access to the Father, 
something not even the High Priest had the privilege of doing when he 
went in that one time a year it was with fear and trembling! Why 



because if he forgot just one thing, made one mistake it could mean his 
life! But not for us who have been cleansed by the blood of Jesus. 

And having a High Priest… Because we have Jesus as our High Priest 
we can now, since we have had the inner and the outer man cleansed, we 
have this opportunity to draw near with a true heart, we have had our 
hearts cleansed from an evil conscience, the inner, through forgiveness 
and we have had the outer cleansed through baptism, we can now draw 
near to the Lord in a way that the old covenant could never provide or 
allow. You see the problem with seeking to draw near to God is that He 
is holy and that hasn’t changed, so that means that we have to change by 
being made Holy that is to be sanctified, this is the only way you can 
draw near and come boldly before the throne.  

Let us draw near… This is encouragement to draw near, not only for 
those believers in the past but for believers today, when we are in tough 
times like we are today, when we are sick and even when we are blessed 
we need to draw near to Jesus, to draw near has the idea of having an 
intimate or close relationship with Jesus, sometimes we think wow I’m 
messing up big time I can’t draw near, I’m sick I can’t draw near, I 
having a tough time I can’t draw near these are the times to draw near 
most especially!    

Hebrews 10:23 NKJV - Let us hold fast the confession of our hope 
without wavering, for He who promised is faithful. 

Let us hold fast… The believers at the time of this writing were going 
through some major discouragement, and so they are encouraged to 
draw near and hold fast to Jesus without wavering as He was their hope 
and He is faithful in His promise to them. But the same is still true all 
these years later, we are living in some real discouraging times and so all 
the more reason to draw near and hold fast to the confession of our hope.   

Hebrews 10:24-25 NKJV - And let us consider one another in order to 
stir up love and good works, 25 NKJV - not forsaking the assembling of 



ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, 
and so much the more as you see the Day approaching. 

And let us consider one another… this is a clear call to fellowship not 
just outside the place we meet but most especially at the place we meet 
or get together, its called church and where we meet is the sanctuary and 
where we hangout afterward is the fellowship hall or on this campus. 
When we go to church ,we can consider one another when we generally 
don’t at other times, because we are busy with work, raising our 
families, taking care of our homes etcetera, its at the church we can can 
encourage each other to stir up love, and good works, that means that we 
may even have to confront each other when we are behaving in a selfish 
way, when we are taking from the church more than we are giving, it 
means we can encourage, pray and help each other during times like 
this! When people are fearful, losing homes, losing loved ones, losing 
businesses, losing jobs, or find that it pays more to stay at home instead 
of going to work! When people are tempted to take their own lives or 
commit a crime, when people are discouraged we must get together, 
forsaking the gathering of the church is what you want to avoid when 
your discouraged, when you stay away from church it brings 
discouragement, if you don’t go to church how can we exhort you? Over 
the internet? Over the radio? Through the T.V.? No, these things are 
great in a pinch but can never take the place of gathering together. The 
one reason I decided to go live wasn’t for your convenience it was to 
minister to those who because of sickness or broken down cars or 
because of work could not make it to church, but it can never take the 
place off gathering together for the purpose of worshiping God and 
staring up love and good works!  

Not forsaking the assembling… There are those who only go to church 
when they feel they need it, or because its their time to socialize, as good 
as these motives may be they are wrong, what should drives us to go to 
church is because we want to be obedient to the Lord and we want to 
give to others, as we do that we can go to church with the purpose of 
encouraging someone who needs it. 



There are many who have left church claiming that they aren’t about 
organized religion but that’s kind of a weird thought, since God himself 
says He is not a Good of confusion but of order. 

1 Corinthians 14:33 (NKJV) For God is not the author of confusion but 
of peace, as in all the churches of the saints. 

The ISV puts it this way… 1 Corinthians 14:33 (ISV) For God is not a 
God of disorder but of peace. As in all the churches of the saints, 

So much the more as you see… Notice at the end of verse 25 Paul says 
that our public gathering should be even more as we see the day 
approaching, what day? The day that Jesus comes to take His church out 
of this earth. And I would say that He is nearer than when we first 
believed, we are living in unprecedented times, we are seeing the birth 
pangs as the government makes moves to control the church restricting 
and then finally taking away its freedom to worship God. We need to 
start looking up because He’s coming to take His church and you can’t 
afford to miss the train!  

1 Thessalonians 4:16–18 (NKJV) 16 For the Lord Himself will descend 
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the 
trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who 
are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds 
to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord. 
18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

Application: 

1. With one sacrifice Jesus finished the work and has sat down on 
His throne, waiting patiently for that person, that couple or that 
family to come to Him. 

2. With one sacrifice Jesus has given the believer a perfect standing 
before the Father and a perfectly free conscience from guilt and 
sin. 



3. With one sacrifice Jesus has given us access to the Father so that 
we can draw near and hold fast to our confession. 

4. With one sacrifice Jesus has given us the command to gather 
together in order to stir up love and good works.  

The question is will you be obedient to that? 


