
  

Church Updates 
JUNE-AUGUST 2020 



Dear Mt. Carmel family, 
 

What a blessing it has been to begin gathering in-person again! While much 
of the world continues to live in fear of the unknown, I am thankful that when 
believers in Jesus assemble together, our hearts are reminded of the Good 
News of the Gospel! While neither you nor I know what tomorrow holds, we 
do know the God who holds tomorrow! And He knows us—and loves us—
and as Romans 8:32 teaches, “If God did not spare to give His own Son for 
us, what would good thing would He keep from us?” What a promise! 
 
I realize that there are many in the church who are not yet able to return to 
in-person services for various reasons. Please know how much you are 
missed—because the family is not whole without you! We are looking 
forward to the time when we will all be together again. 
 
It is very important to keep the church family updated on the way God has 
been and is continuing to work in our midst—as well as a few of the business 
decisions that have been prayerfully made by our faithful deacons for the 
mission of our church to continue and for the glory of our God to be 
displayed. 
 
 

MT. CARMEL TITHES AND OFFERINGS IN JUNE, JULY, AND AUGUST 
 

June 7 
$17,565 

June 14 
$6,847 

June 21 
$3,670 

June 28 
$9,668 

July 5 
$13,665 

July 12 
$17,221 

July 19 
$11,302 

July 26 
$5,142 

August 2 
$6,514 

August 9 
$6,549 

August 16 
$16,125 

August 23 
$6,113 

 
Isn’t it wonderful to see how God has provided all our needs through the 
regular giving of our faithful church families? Your giving has allowed us to 
not only care for the ongoing needs of our ministry, but also to look for extra 
ways to be a Gospel blessing to many within our community—and around 
the world—during this time. 
 
I would like to encourage those who volunteered to support our 
missionaries, Nate and Tara Beil, to continue their $10 monthly pledge. 
Because the designated support for the Beils has fallen behind, we have had 
to use funds intended to help with other missions projects in order to fulfill 
our commitment to them. 

 
PLEASE TAKE NOTE: A church business meeting will be held on Wednesday, 
September 2, at 7:00 p.m. in the church auditorium. If you have any 
concerns or questions, please contact your deacon before the meeting. 
 



During the June, July, and August meetings, the deacon board made the 
following two business decisions on behalf of the church:  
 

1. The six water fountains on the property will be replaced with new water 
fountains that include touchless water bottle fillers. Because the CDC 
prohibits the use of water fountains in schools, we are installing stations with 
bottle fillers. We hoped to have the new water stations installed by the time 
MCCA opened, but (like many items influenced by the COVID pandemic) 
these are on backorder. The cost for the purchase and installation of the six 
water fountains was $6,871. 
 

2. A donation to the Living River ministry was made on behalf of Mt. 
Carmel. Living River is a ministry to the fatherless homes and children in Page 
County and surrounding areas. As the pandemic continues, this ministry has 
experienced new opportunities to help some very needy families, and Mt. 
Carmel wanted to be a part of helping. Therefore, a $2,000 donation to Living 
River was approved. 
 

Here are a few updates regarding the properties of Mt. Carmel: 
 

1. The blueprint designs for the kitchen remodel were released to 
interested contractors. While we anticipate this remodel to be an expensive 
project, it is very necessary. Along with replacing the original cabinets and 
countertops, many other upgrades will be made to help our kitchen truly be 
a hub of Gospel service during funerals, Sunday mornings, church family 
meals, and our MCCA events. 
 

2. The tile floors have been cleaned, and the auditorium carpet has been 
replaced. Our VCT tile floors are so shiny you can see your reflection (but 
only if you are willing to get on your hands and knees and get real close to 
the ground. J) And not only does the new auditorium carpet look beautiful, 
but because it was installed as carpet squares, it will be easy to replace tiles 
when necessary. 

 

3. The playground area received new mulch and borders. Because of the 
hard work and generous support of the MCCA Car Show committee, the 
playground area not only looks so much better, it has also been made much 
safer by adding extra inches of mulch! 
 

Here are a few updates regarding the services of Mt. Carmel: 
 

1. Sunday mornings will continue at 9 & 11. While we  have plenty of room 
in the auditorium for both services, we are continuing to offer separate 
viewing rooms for those who want to be at church to see their Christian 
brothers and sisters—but remain apart from the larger gathering in the 
auditorium. The livestream will continue to be offered at 11 a.m. 



2. We are sanitizing and cleaning between services. To provide a clean and 
safe environment, we are using separate entrances and exits, providing 
masks and hand sanitizer, and two of our couples are wiping down all 
handles and surfaces as well as sanitizing the entire auditorium with a spray 
mister between services. We are also encouraging the use of masks as 
members enter and exit the building or in common areas. 

 

3. Youth Group: Pastor Micah is meeting each Wednesday with the youth 
group outside under the pavilion at 7 p.m. They enjoy socially-distanced 
games and fun, followed by a Christ-centered lesson. If you have a teen in 
Grades 6-12, please prayerfully consider the value they will find in being with 
other teens, engaging in Scripture, and experiencing Gospel growth—
especially during this difficult time. 
 

4. Kids’ Ministry: Knowing last summer’s VBS was such a blessing to so 
many families, it was disappointing to postpone our 2020 VBS. We are 
working together with the directors of our kids’ ministries to decide the right 
timing and procedures to re-engage with our children and workers. 
 

5. Small Groups: Our recent survey results provided very helpful insights to 
understand more about our current needs. Together with our pastors and 
deacons, a plan for the next steps for our church (including small groups and 
other ministries) will be released soon. Please keep praying for God’s 
purposeful guidance. 

 

Here are a few updates regarding the ministry of MCCA: 
 

1. We are so thankful to have a new administrator! It is very exciting to 
welcome Mrs. Wendy Vucic to the family of MCCA! Wendy brings a great 
wealth of experience and credentials—having been named the Teacher of 
the Year at East Rockingham High School for the 2019-20 school year. She 
has already proven herself to be incredibly valuable to the team at MCCA, 
but the greatest asset of Wendy Vucic is her heart to connect the students 
of MCCA to Jesus!  
 

2. MCCA has experienced wonderful growth this year! God has blessed 
MCCA with an exciting opportunity this school year! Many of our classes have 
been capped due to the expanded enrollment! Please pray as we open the 
doors on Monday, August 24, with in-person classes five days a week! 
 
It is so exciting to see how God is working to mold this ministry into a disciple-
making community with hearts of faith moved by the promises of God 
contained in the Gospel! What a special blessing to be a part of this special 
church during this special time for the glory of our incredible God! God bless 
each of you! 
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