
 

16 Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, 
his spirit was provoked within him as he saw that 
the city was full of idols. 17 So he reasoned in the 
synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons, 
and in the marketplace every day with those who 
happened to be there.  
 

22 So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, 
said: “Men of Athens, I perceive that in every way 
you are very religious. 23 For as I passed along and 
observed the objects of your worship, I found also 
an altar with this inscription: ‘To the unknown 
god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I 
proclaim to you. 24 The God who made the world 
and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and 
earth, does not live in temples made by man, 25 nor 
is he served by human hands, as though he needed 
anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life 
and breath and everything. 26 And he made from one 
man every nation of mankind to live on all the face 
of the earth, having determined allotted periods 
and the boundaries of their dwelling place, 27 that 
they should seek God, and perhaps feel their way 
toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far 

from each one of us, 28 for 
 
 “‘In him we live and move and have our being’; 
  
as even some of your own poets have said, 
 
 “‘For we are indeed his offspring.’  
 
29 Being then God's offspring, we ought not to think 
that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone, an 
image formed by the art and imagination of man.  
30 The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now 
he commands all people everywhere to  repent,  
31 because he has fixed a day on which he will judge 
the world in righteousness by a man whom he has 
appointed; and of this he has given assurance to 
all by raising him from the dead.” 
 
32 Now when they heard of the resurrection of the 
dead, some mocked. But others said, “We will hear 
you again about this.” 33 So Paul went out from their 
midst. 34 But some men joined him and believed, 
among whom also were Dionysius the Areopagite 
and a woman named Damaris and others with them. 

We live in times of global issues on every front (social justice, economics, racism, environmental, personal     
identity, politics of every kind, etc.). Are prayer and sharing the gospel our only mandate or should we take other 
action such as peaceful protests, writing MLAs, and opposing anti-biblical legislation? How can we live by the 
word of God in this world that expects us to be “politically correct”? 

 

 

“The sum total of ways of living developed by a group of human beings and handed on from generation to      
generation.” —Lesslie Newbigin 

 

“Glorious ruin:  part glory, part ruin”  —Francis Schaeffer 

 



Acts 17:16-17 

 

Acts 17:22-23 

 

“One can’t protest sexualizing children by . . . sexualizing them.” —Rachael Denhollander 

 

 

 

Acts 17:32 

 

1 John 4:7 

 

1 Corinthians 13:1-7; 13 

 

“Fundamentally, then, apologetics is about winning the friend, not the argument.”  —John Stackhouse 

 

QUESTION: Should Christian’s get involved politically? Should we peacefully protest? Should we write our 
MLAs and opposing anti-biblical legislation? Is this loving? 

 

What forms your view of Christian protest? As believers, scripture should shape every area of our lives. 

 

“Is the heart that drove Jesus to die for your personal sin and shame reflected in the emotion you show, words 
you say, and the values that mold your approach to public discourse and protest?” —Criswell 

 

 

 

 

Acts 17:32-34 

 

Ephesians 2:16 

 

“The church is not just a social gathering. God is present. The Spirit is at work strengthening, convicting,     
healing, shaping, and encouraging persons as they relate in community. God’s power is made evident as the 
community demonstrates a new type of humanity on earth. Spirit-empowered fellowship has a big impact on 
those who come into contact with Christian community.”  —Van Gelder 


