Genesis 1:11-12, 24-25, 26, 28-31a (The Inclusive Bible)

Then God said, “Earth produce vegetation — plants that scatter their own
seeds, and every kind of fruit tree that bears fruit with its own seed in it!” So
it was: the earth brought forth every kid of plant that bears seed, and every
kind of fruit tree on earth that bears fruit with its seed in it. And God saw
that this was good.

Then God said: “Earth: bring forth all kinds of living souls — cattle, things
that crawl, and wild animals of all kinds! So it was: God made all kinds of
wild animals, and cattle and everything that crawls on the ground, and God
saw that this was good.

Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, to be like us. Let
them be stewards of the fish in the sea, the birds of the air, the cattle, the
wild animals, and everything that crawls on the ground.”

God blessed them and said, “Bear fruit, increase your numbers, and fill the
earth — and be responsible for it! Watch over the fish of the sea, the birds of
the air, and all the living things on the earth!”

God then told them, “Look! | give you every seed-bearing plant on the face
of the earth, and every tree whose fruit carries its seed inside itself: they
will be your food; and to all the animals of the earth and the birds of the air
and things that crawl on the ground --- everything that has a living soul in it
— | give all the green plants for food.”

So it was. God looked at all of this creation, and proclaimed that this was
good — very good.



Matthew 13: 3-9, 18-23 Parable of the soils

3 He said many things to them in parables: “A farmer went out to scatter
seed. 4 As he was scattering seed, some fell on the path, and birds came
and ate it. ®> Other seed fell on rocky ground where the soil was shallow.
They sprouted immediately because the soil wasn’t deep. ¢ But when the
sun came up, it scorched the plants, and they dried up because they had
no roots. ’ Other seed fell among thorny plants. The thorny plants grew and
choked them. & Other seed fell on good soil and bore fruit, in one case a
yield of one hundred to one, in another case a yield of sixty to one, and in
another case a yield of thirty to one. ® Everyone who has ears should pay
attention.”

18“Consider then the parable of the farmer. 1 Whenever people hear the
word about the kingdom and don’t understand it, the evil one comes and
carries off what was planted in their hearts. This is the seed that was sown
on the path.

20 As for the seed that was spread on rocky ground, this refers to people
who hear the word and immediately receive it joyfully. ! Because they have
no roots, they last for only a little while. When they experience distress or
abuse because of the word, they immediately fall away.

22 As for the seed that was spread among thorny plants, this refers to those
who hear the word, but the worries of this life and the false appeal of wealth
choke the word, and it bears no fruit.

23 As for what was planted on good soil, this refers to those who hear and
understand, and bear fruit and produce—in one case a yield of one
hundred to one, in another case a yield of sixty to one, and in another case
a yield of thirty to one.”



