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We Remember 
Reflective prayers for Remembrance  
 

Opening liturgy 
 In the beginning,  

 before time, before people,  

 before the world began 

All God was 

 

Here and now 

among us, beside us 

enlist the people of eart 

for the purposes of heaven 

All God is 

 

In the future 

when we have turned to dust 

and all we know has found its fulfilment 

All God will be. 

Not denying the world but delighting in it 

not condemning the world, but redeeming it 

through Jesus Christ, 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

 

All God was 

 God is 

 God will be. 

 

Bible verse 
Psalm 77.11-12 
11 I will remember the works of the Lord * 

 and call to mind your wonders of old time. 
12 I will meditate on all your works * 

 and ponder your mighty deeds. 

 

Prayer  
God, our refuge and strength, 

bring near the day when wars shall cease 

and poverty and pain shall end, 

that earth may know the peace of heaven 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen 
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silence 

 

Penitence  

 

Psalm 25 
3 Make me to know your ways, O God, * 

 and teach me your paths. 
4 Lead me in your truth and teach me, * 

 for you are the God of my salvation; 

   for you have I hoped all the day long. 
5 Remember, Lord, your compassion and love, * 

 for they are from everlasting. 
6 Remember not the sins of my youth 

   or my transgressions, * 

 but think on me in your goodness, O Lord, 

   according to your steadfast love. 

 

God’s reminder of forgiveness 
I, I am the one 

   who blots out your transgressions for my own sake, 

   and I will not remember your sins.  

Isaiah 43.25 

 

Bible Reading 
John 15 

12 ‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No one has greater love 

than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15I 

do not call you servants* any longer, because the servant* does not know what the master is doing; but I 

have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. 
16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so 

that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands so that 

you may love one another.  

 

silence 

 

Poem 

 

Silence 
November pierces with its bleak remembrance 

Of all the bitterness and waste of war. 

Our silence tries but fails to make a semblance 

Of that lost peace they thought worth fighting for. 

Our silence seeths instead with wraiths and whispers, 

And all the restless rumour of new wars, 
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The shells are singing as  we sing our vespers, 

No moment is unscarred, there is no pause, 

In every instant bloodied innocence 

Falls to the weary earth ,and whilst we stand 

Quiescence ends again in acquiescence, 

And Abel’s blood still cries  in every land 

One silence only might redeem that blood 

Only the silence of a dying God. 

     Malcolm Guite 

silence 

 

Prayer   We remember what we have. We remember death and life. We pray for healing for those 

  who suffer through remembering.  We remember those who need our help, and our prayers. 

 

Let us say a prayer for those who need to be remembered this day: 

 Those who have made the news headlines this day because of what they have done or said 

 Those who have been brought to our attention through a meeting or a conversation 

 Those who are in hospital, or long term care, or in a place which is strange to them 

 Those who work to bring comfort and care to the sick and those in need 

 Those in whose family, marriage, or close relationship there is stress or a break-up 

 Those who are waiting for a birth, or a death, or news which will affect their lives.  

 Those who need to forget the God they do not believe in and meet the God who believes in them. 

 Those whose pain or potential we should not forget to share with God today. 

 

Loving God, we believe that you hear our prayer 

and will be faithful to your promise to answer us. 

 

When our eyes open again 

may they do so not to end our devotions 

but to expect your kingdom 

for Jesus’ sake 

All Amen 

 

All Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  



 4 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever.   

Amen. 

 

Closing Liturgy 

 O God of all gods,  

 grant us your light this day, 

 your grace in our work 

 your joy in our play 

 and let us be made whole in the well of your health. 

All Lift from us any anguish, take from us empty pride 

 and lighten our souls with the light of your love. 

  

Closing Blessing 

Now may the Spirit of God 

who brooded over the waters 

and brought order out of chaos, 

find a home in our hearts 

settle our minds 

and inspire us to live to God’s glory. 

All Amen 

 


