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our in-person gatherings, we plan to offer 
some beautiful online mid-week prayer 
services with time for reflection and con-
versation. We are also working on plans 
to decorate the church especially on the 
outside, to remind our community of the 
peace and joy of this season. We realize 
that the pandemic has been difficult for 
everyone and we want to remind our 
neighbors of the presence of Christ in our 
midst. 
 
Also on the subject of worship, we are 
getting closer to being able to live-stream 
our worship services on Sunday morn-
ings. My hope is that eventually this will 
allow some people to worship in-person 
while others join from wherever they are. 
The “in-person” part of that equation is 
dependent on the pandemic, of course. 
The live-stream will also be recorded and 
available at other times, making our wor-
ship accessible in several different ways. 
I want to thank Jim Helgason for his on-
going help in this project. Soon we will 
be installing the new cameras and train-
ing people in how to run them. 
 
Finally, I want to give thanks for all of 
your continued work on behalf of the 
church and your ongoing support. I think 
of the continued work that is happening 
around the church grounds, the efforts of 
people preparing worship, the work of the 
church council, people participating in 
classes, people serving at the Thomas 
Carman food pantry and the gathering for 
women, your efforts to connect with one 
another, and all of your ongoing financial 
support and prayer. You are a faithful 
congregation, and all the little things you 
do make a great difference in this diffi-
cult time. 
 
In the grace and peace of Christ, 
 
Pastor Clark 
 

I write to you a few days before All Saints 
Sunday and, though I have said this be-
fore, it is hard for me to even comprehend 
that we are nearing the end of the church 
year. “2020 has been a year like no other!” 
says the beginning of our stewardship let-
ter. It certainly has been difficult to take 
in. And yet, we remind ourselves to per-
sist: we must make the best of this strange 
reality we find ourselves in. We continue 
in worship, study, prayer, and service so 
we may hear God’s promise and move 
forward in our mission on the Monterey 
Peninsula. 
 
As I previously mentioned, part of our 
continuing to share in God’s work this 
month will take the form of our annual 
stewardship emphasis. “Faithful, Hopeful, 
Loving” is the theme this year. At about 
the same time that you will be reading this 
newsletter, you will also be receiving our 
stewardship packet containing four short 
devotionals on this theme. Then, on No-
vember 29, the First Sunday of Advent, 
we will be asking you to return your Esti-
mate of Giving so we can dedicate them in 
worship. 
 
The First Sunday of Advent, November 
29, will also be our next outdoor in-person 
worship gathering (following this Sunday, 
of course). Even though up to now we 
have been holding these in-person services 
on the first Sunday of the month, it makes 
sense to shift this one a bit, recognizing 
the first Sunday of the church year. Be-
sides dedicating our Estimates of Giving 
we will have the opportunity that Sunday 
to stop into the sanctuary and pick up one 
of the “Good Gift” ornaments to donate 
for world hunger. 
 
Looking forward to the Advent and 
Christmas seasons, the worship committee 
and I have begun planning. Realizing that 
we will likely continue to be restricted in 
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UPDATES AND REMINDERS 
 

In-Person Worship—On Sunday, November 1st and November 29th, at 10am, we will again be offering 

in-person worship gathering.   RSVP to the church office by  Oct. 30 for  Nov. 1st and Nov. 24 for  Nov.29th 
if you plan to attend. Please email office@sttim.org or call (831)375-2042.  
 
Service Commission— Providing a meal for I-Help for Women November 4th meet at 5:00pm in 

church parking lot. Thomas Carmen Food Bank Tuesday, November 17, 4-7pm.  
 

Confirmation Classes—Held on Wednesday’s from 4:30-5:30pm held outdoors in the St. Timothy  

Community Garden. 
 

Property Committee—Meeting November 12 at 10:15am.  
 

Game Day—November 13, 1:00pm.  We will continue to play Croquet outdoors unless it rains.  Hosted 

by Cheryl Plaskett.  Please call Cheryl if you need directions @ 383-9052.  Please join us! 
 

Council Meeting—November 16, 3:30-5:30pm via Zoom.  

 
Foundation— Guardian Angel Relief Fund:  If you, or someone you know may need assistance in this 
manner, please contact Pastor Clark via email at pastorclark@sttim.org or call 831-375-2042. Information 
provided will remain confidential. 

Christ’s Church,  
Better Together 

 
In November, the peo-
ple of the United States 
will elect a president 

and others to public office. This election 
occurs at a time of change in our national 
and church life, a time when the Holy 
Spirit is at work in mysterious ways, and 
a time when many of our relationships are 
being changed and challenged. This elec-
tion occurs in a time of global pandemic, 
racial injustice, economic hardship, sick-
ness, suffering, loss and death.  
As people of faith, claimed by Jesus, we 
believe that the role of the church is to 
support and pray for the wellbeing of the 
world, for wise leaders to be raised up, 

and no matter what the outcome that we 
will be given the gift of “peace that pass-
es all understanding that guards our 
hearts and minds through Jesus.” 
(Philippians 4:7) 
 
 These livestream gatherings will be 
(the days/times below will take you to 
the Zoom Conference):  
Sunday, November 1 - 6:00 pm PST 
Thursday, November 5 - 6:00 pm PST 

mailto:office@sttim.org
mailto:PastorClark@StTim.org
https://zoom.us/j/96272630382
https://zoom.us/j/96272630382


ELCA Good Gifts 

 
Please pick up a ELCA Good Gifts Catalog as you leave the in-person service on  
November 1st .   This catalog has gifts that give animals,  give clean water , grow the 
church, and help in the U. S.    Also pick up the ELCA 2020 Advent Calendar. 
Celebrate the excitement, anticipation and wonder of the birth of Christ with this Advent 
calendar. Each day is a reminder of the reason for the season with 
hymns, prayers, Bible verses and information about how ELCA 

          Good Gifts make a difference in the world. 
 
After the November 29th  In-Person Worship 
Service you can select an ornament from the 
decorated Christmas tree in the church and make  
a donation in that amount to St. Timothy Lutheran  
Church fund raising for ELCA Good Gifts (write  
ELCA Good Gifts on your check) .  
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Nothing to be Thankful for?  Think Again 
 

How's your health? Not so good? Well, thank God you've lived this long. A lot of people haven't. You're hurt-
ing? Thousands - maybe millions - are hurting even more. (Have you ever visited a veterans hospital? A reha-
bilitation clinic for crippled children?) 

If you awakened this morning able to hear the birds sing, use your vocal cords to utter human sounds, walk to 
the breakfast table on two good legs, and read the newspaper with two good eyes, praise the Lord. 

How's your pocketbook? Thin? Well, most of the world is a lot poorer. No pensions, no welfare. No food 
stamps, no Social Security. In fact, one-third of the people in the world will go to bed hungry tonight. 

Are you lonely? The way to have a friend is to be one.  If nobody calls you, pick up the phone and call some-
one to just talk and ask them how they are.  Are you concerned about our country's future? Hooray! Our sys-
tem has been saved by such concern. Our country may not be a rose garden, but neither is it a patch of weeds. 

Freedom rings! Look and listen. You can worship at the church of your choice, cast a secret ballot and you can 
even criticize your government without fearing a knock on the head or a knock on the door at midnight. And if 
you want to live under a different system, you are free to go. There are no walls or fences - nothing to keep 
you here. 

A final thought: Want an instant high? The surest cure for the holiday blues is doing something nice for some-
one. Why not call a person who lives alone and find out how they are doing and if they need anything. Try it. 
And let me know the results. 

Thanksgiving Day Prayer: 

O heavenly Father: 
We thank thee for food and remember the hungry. 
We thank thee for health and remember the sick. 

We thank thee for friends and remember the friendless. 
We thank thee for freedom and remember the enslaved. 

May these remembrances stir us to service that thy gifts to us may be used for others. Amen. 
Happy Thanksgiving, everyone!  Abigail Van Buren — Nov 23rd, 2000 

(This article courtesy of Dorothy Kirk) 

https://products.kitsapsun.com/archive/2000/11-23/index.html
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1 All Saints Day  Give thanks for everyone God has gathered in the body of Christ — those who are living and those who have 
passed. Praise God for the diverse talents given to us that the Spirit uses to encourage faith in others, strengthen the community 
of believers and do God’s work in the world. 
 
2 Native American Heritage Month  Lutheran witness of the gospel with American Indian and Alaska Native people stretches 
back more than 350 years. The ELCA’s American Indian and Alaska Native membership is around 4,850, and American Indian 
and Alaska Native Ministries works with 30 native congregations around the country. Pray for the ministry and witness of na-
tive congregations and the work of the American Indian and Alaska Native Lutheran Association, that they might flourish and 
grow.  
 
3 Pray for the Spirit to grant us wisdom and courage in our discernment and decisions as we elect leaders for our nation, states 
and communities. Pray that those chosen to serve will do so with compassion, justice, concern for people with critical needs 
and a commitment to the well-being of all people and communities. 
 
4 We are called to be disciples and students of Jesus, to study Scripture and to learn from the bearers of faith who live by what 
they teach. Pray that the Spirit will open our hearts and sharpen our minds to distinguish between those who are trustworthy 
and those who use their position and powers of persuasion to tempt us from the truth and ways of God.  
 
5 Pray for people and communities in the western states that are fighting wildfires, recovering from the devastation left by re-
cent fires and worrying about the increased threat of wildfires and longer fire seasons. Ask God to protect the firefighters, 
emergency responders and volunteers who work tirelessly and at great personal risk to protect lives and property.  
 
6 Praise God for leading us and renewing us with light and truth throughout our baptismal journey. 
 
7 Continue to pray for our global companions as some countries experience a new wave of COVID-19 infections. Pray for 
those countries most affected, that we might share physical and spiritual support and resources, mutually encourage leaders and 
congregations, and wait patiently for the day when we can celebrate our unity and work together in person. 
 
8 Pray for insight and wisdom from the Spirit that will help us lead lives pleasing to God and glimpse the kingdom of heaven.  
 
9 Give thanks to God for Augsburg Fortress, the publishing ministry of the ELCA. Ask God to bless and further its work creat-
ing resources and partnerships “to support the ministries of faith communities in communicating the good news of God’s liber-
ating grace.” 
 
10 Pause, reflect and pray for God’s help with whatever is most troubling or perplexing in your life right now — that thing that 
keeps you awake at night. 
 
11 Veterans Day  Remember and give thanks for the service and personal sacrifice of women and men who have served our 
nation in times of peace and war. Pray for those currently serving in the military and for their families, especially during times 
of separation, that they will know they are remembered, valued and cared for by their faith community and siblings in Christ.   
 
12 Pray for people who are recovering from hurricanes, storms and flooding here and in other countries. Ask God to displace 
their grief and despair with hope, their feelings of loss with comfort and wholeness, and their isolation and loneliness with the 
reassurance that people, congregations and ministries such as Lutheran Disaster Response will stand with them now and for the 
long haul of recovery and healing. 
 
13 Give praise and glory to God! We are alive and free because Jesus died and rose again for the sake of all humankind, that 
when we pass from this life, we will enjoy life together with God forever. 
 
14 Pray for pastors and Christian education leaders who are working through the challenges of confirmation instruction in a 
time when most congregations are still unable to meet in person. Ask God to lead them toward creative, effective solutions that 
will nurture and strengthen faith in young people, share the teachings of the church and affirm their roles and gifts as members 
of the body of Christ.  
 
 

PRAYER VENTURES 

November 2020 
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15 Pray that we might trust in God’s promises and in the certainty of our salvation through Jesus Christ, and not fret or specu-
late about when Christ will come again. Ask God to help us live in the present as children of God who share the good news of 
Jesus Christ, grow the church, strengthen one another and serve their neighbor. 
 
16 Give thanks for the people in our daily lives who lift our spirits, inspire our faith, renew our hope and equip us for serving 
our neighbor. 
 
17 Ask God to guide us through the span of our lives and focus us on learning God’s ways, commandments, teachings and pri-
orities along the way. 
 
18 Pray for federal chaplains serving in the U.S. military and Veterans Affairs hospitals as they minister to military members 
and their families here and around the world. Give thanks for how they touch the lives of young adults, encourage their faith, 
connect them with faith communities, and provide care and counseling in unique contexts. 
 
19 Some students find studying from home more difficult than others, especially those who live with learning disabilities, have 
special needs or experience the learning environment best when interacting with peers, teachers and counselors in person. Pray 
that these students will find the care and attention they need — in person and online — to learn, mature and grow strong in their 
self-esteem. 
 
20 We direct our attention to God and pray for mercy; we humble ourselves and trust in God’s promise of love, forgiveness and 
new life in Jesus Christ. 
 
21 Pray for those working through the sometimes long and emotional process of becoming foster or adoptive parents. Pray that 
we might find ways to support and care for them and to celebrate with them the joys of family and parenthood. 
 
22 Ask for God’s mercy and forgiveness when we fail to respect our neighbor, care for their needs and love them as Jesus loves 
us. Pray that our faith will shine in the world through bold yet humble acts of justice, mercy, empathy, advocacy, care and love. 
 
23 Pray that, as followers of Christ who treasure life as a gift from God, we will exercise patience, caution and concern for our 
neighbor as the COVID-19 pandemic continues long past our expectations and assumptions.   
 
24 Give thanks for followers of Christ and children of God who gather in faith communities everywhere to praise God, grow in 
faith and celebrate the unity we have in Christ. Pray that we might never show bias toward or rebuff people who are curious and 
seek the good news we have received. 
 
25 Praise God for our creative siblings in Christ whose hymns stir our faith, inspire us, speak of God’s work and express our 
joy and gratitude to God. 
 
26 Thanksgiving Day  As we celebrate Thanksgiving, lift up prayers of gratitude for the blessings and abundant resources we 
enjoy, and remember the people in our communities and world who suffer food insecurity, hunger and poverty. Ask the Spirit 
to increase our generosity and engagement with our neighbors in need and to help our communities become more just, gener-
ous, compassionate and committed to addressing difficult social issues. 
 
27 Pray that we will be humble but not shy about praying in private or with others, trusting that God understands us even when 
our words — spoken or silent — feel awkward or inadequate. 
 
28 “O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!” Like the immense, complex and 
awesome universe, we are God’s handiwork. Raise up prayers of glory and thanksgiving to God! 
 
29 First Sunday of Advent  This is a year of hope, yearning and anticipation, when we cry out for relief, healing, positive signs 
of change in the world and reassurance that we’ll all be OK. Pray that we will trust in God’s promises and presence through 
faith in Jesus Christ — son of man and son of God, our hope, security and salvation in all times and circumstances.  
 
30 In the course of your day, envision the people who, working behind the scenes in service industries, attend to our needs, ease 
our stresses, make our lives more enjoyable, help us manage each day and attend to the little things we take for granted. Pray 
that we will open our eyes and see them, valuing their work, advocating for their fair wages and benefits, and expressing our 
gratitude for their hard work serving others. 
 
 
 
 



 

Jackie Shanteau 11/3 

Jim Helgason 11/15 

Bill Dallman 11/16 

Jesse Sharps  11/244 

Diolinda Johnston 11/29 

                                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS  

 

      We would like to decorate our church with Poinsettias for Advent and Christmas Eve  
      

    Poinsettias will be purchased by the Altar Guild  
     The cost is $24.00 per large Poinsettia   

      And $12.00 per small Poinsettia 
 
 
  In Honor Of:  __________________________________________ 
 
 

        In Memory of: __________________________________________ 
 
 

            

  Name : _______________________________ 
 
  Phone : _______________________________ 
 
 

Also you can donate to the cost of our Christmas Tree 
 

 
Please make your check payable to:  

St. Timothy Lutheran Church Altar Guild. 
Mail to:  St. Timothy Lutheran Church 

52 Soledad Drive 
   Monterey, California 93940    

    

Questions?  Call Church Office (375-2042) 
 


