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Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. In my Father's house there are many dwelling places.” This is 

one of my favourite verses.  

 

When this image comes up in conversation, the typical understanding is that heaven has enough room for 

everyone; and everyone, from whatever persuasion, will be able to find their people there in their own special 

room. It’s a nice image. Everyone is welcome and has a place, and there’s no possibility for conflict, because 

everyone has their own room where people get them. I suppose a good image for heaven would be the 

ultimate place where people get you, and you can feel perfectly at home. If this is your understanding of the 

Father’s house, all well and good. Let’s take a moment to think about it in another way. 

 

Jesus is always using imagery and parables and examples to get his point across to his disciples. The things 

Jesus wants to share with us often involve concepts outside our typical experiences that aren’t always easy to 

take in “as is.” Some creative illustration helps bridge the gap of understanding – and it gives his hearers the 

opportunity to apply their own imagination to the concept, and that helps make Jesus’ teachings more a part of 

their lives. 

 

Today, Jesus gives us the image of a big house. Some describe it as a mansion or a castle. Either way, it’s a 

place with lots of rooms. For most people living in 1st century Palestine, homes don’t have a lot of rooms. For 

many, it’s just one big room in which all the home things happen. The idea of lots of rooms must have been 

awe inspiring. Can you imagine living in a house that has special, designated rooms for different activities? At 

that time, it might have been hard to get their heads around an idea like that. For us, it’s a little easier. 

 

I don’t know about you, but in the house where I live, there are many rooms. There’s a room where we gather 

to have conversations or watch TV. There’s a special room where we prepare food. That’s different from the 

room we’ve designated where we eat the food that we make. We even have special rooms just for sleeping. 

Now there sometimes is a little crossover in the activities that take place in these rooms. For example, I’ve 

been known to read in the place where meals are made. Overall, when we enter each of these specially 

designated rooms, our actions, activities, and even our frame of mind changes to fit the purpose of where we 

are. 

 

When Jesus refers to the Father’s house wherein there are lots of special rooms, the idea is that we can meet 

the God in any of these places. God exists in all the rooms, and is able to be fully present with us in whichever 

room we find ourselves. Whatever our persuasion, or life experiences, or personal quirkiness that places us in 

one room or another, we will find ourselves in a place where God gets us, and we will feel perfectly at home. 

Sisters and brothers and non-binary siblings in Christ, God is good… all the time. And if you think this image of 

a vast heavenly home where God gets you is good, hang on to your personal quirkiness, because it gets 

better. 

 

Because the Father is in Christ, and Christ is in the Father, and Christ abides in us and we in him, this mansion 

with many rooms is available to us all the time. We don’t have to die and go to heaven to be in the dwelling 

place with God. God is already with us; ready, willing, and able to get us, whenever and wherever and how 

ever we need. This mansion with many rooms wherein we meet the Father is within us. 

 



God is in every room we find ourselves in, should we wish to notice. When we enter the room of peacefulness 

and serenity, God is there. When we find ourselves in the room of anxiety and worry, God is there. For many of 

us lately, we’ve been stuck in a room of loneliness. This room it may be dark and hard to see in, but God is 

there. Think about the other rooms in your mansion. There’s a room for every way we need to be with God, 

and for all the times we need God to get us. 

 

In the house with many rooms, you’ll find the angry cubicle and the hopeful den. There’s the joyful alcove, the 

thankful suite, and the library of afraid. I’d be willing to bet there’s a leadership study, a mystical experience 

nook, a laughter kitchen, and a hospital wing. I wonder if the rooms in our mansions look like the Clue game 

board, complete with secret passages to get us quickly out of one room and into another where we can feel 

more at home and better able to find God. 

 

We always spend time in our personal dwelling places, with all the various rooms therein. Let us not forget the 

abode of God we carry within ourselves all the time, the one that needs no postal code, whose address is 

written on our souls. In which room do find yourself spending time these days? What will it take to slip through 

that secret passageway to a better space where you can find God more easily? It’s amazing what a little 

change of scenery can do for the soul. A little redecoration can give us a new perspective on an old room – 

maybe lighten our hearts a bit as we change the way the energy flows through the room. We are fortunate to 

have so many places to go, and it’s our responsibility to keep all those rooms in good order. 

 

Jesus spent a lot of time in a lot of homes and rooms, and did a good job of getting to know us, and the ways 

we like to decorate our rooms. When we read in the Gospel today where Jesus said, “In my Father's house 

there are many dwelling places. I go to prepare a place for you,” we can be sure we’ll feel perfectly at home 

there. Why? Because it will be as familiar to us as the room within our interior mansions where we meet God 

best. 

 

To be sure the heavenly mansion, the divine residence of the Almighty, is far greater than anything we can ask 

or imagine. For now we live here on earth, and only catch glimpses of it - as Stephen did in the first reading 

today, gazing up to heaven “and seeing the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.” But, 

God is good… all the time, don’t forget. And this God who dwells within us and we in God, is perfectly happy to 

meet us in any of our interior rooms whenever and wherever. God gets us; and as we know from the story of 

Jesus, is very happy to be invited into our homes to spend time with us in whatever room we find ourselves in. 

Jesus said, "Do not let your hearts be troubled. I will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be 

also.” 

 

And that is good news. 


