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The disciples told Thomas that Jesus had visited them - in person - even while the room they were in was locked 

from the inside. Thomas said, how can that be? The dead do not come back to life. People don’t just walk into 

locked rooms. How can that be? The other disciples were shown what new possibilities there were with the risen 

Lord. They seem to have made the adjustment effortlessly. But Thomas’ heart and mind are still in the mode of 

the way things used to be, where the dead don’t come back to visit old friends, and people cannot walk through 

locked doors. There’s a gap between the way most of the disciples understand the new world of the resurrected 

Messiah, and the way Thomas understands it. The disciples who experienced Jesus after the resurrection are 

able to perceive their purpose and life together in new ways. At the same time Thomas is still struggling with the 

loss of Jesus. And that’s where so many of us find ourselves today. 

 

The moment we witness in the Gospel speaks to the situation we find ourselves in. “How can it be,” as Thomas 

says. How can it be that we can have Easter, and celebrate the resurrection, when we can’t go to church and 

sing the songs and smell the flowers and find the eggs and break the Lenten fasts? How can it be that we still 

call ourselves a church when we’re unable to do the single most prominent thing that defines us as such? If 

Jesus rises from the tomb, and no one is there to celebrate it, did Easter really happen? 

 

Never has there been such an existential crisis in the Church as the one we experienced in Holy Week and 

Easter. So much of our identity is grounded in the sacraments, but we cannot get close enough to one another 

to share those graces, so where does that leave us? How can it be that we call ourselves Christian without those 

basic identity markers? 

 

But Easter *did* happen. Jesus *is* risen, alleluia! We are still Christians and disciples of the risen Christ. Things 

are just different now. Something new is happening, but we don’t know what yet. Thomas was told that something 

remarkable did happen; and while he didn’t understand “how can that be,” he kept coming back to gather with 

his community to be part of that new way he had yet to fully grasp. Something new was happening with the 

disciples of Jesus. It was outside - way outside - what they understood to be real and true. We know that what 

they became because of it brought hope and salvation to the world. They couldn't fully realize it at the time, 

though. How could they? 

 

We are fortunate in our time to have the canon of scripture and the experiences of others who have gone through 

such trying times to draw strength and assurance. Our Canticle for today provides the comfort many of us crave 

in times of uncertainty. The text is drawn from Isaiah who spoke to people in exile from their community and 

gathering places. We read, “Thus says the Lord, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters, 

‘Remember not the former things, nor consider the things of old. Behold, I am doing a new thing; now it springs 

forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert, to give drink to my 

chosen people, the people whom I formed for myself.”  

 

There are those who argue that, even though we’ve come to Easter on our calendars, we’re still journeying in 

the wilderness of Lent. It certainly feels that way sometimes. But as we read in the Canticle, God always seems 

to be up to something, and this moment we find ourselves in is just the kind of place God’s people find themselves 

in just before the new thing God is doing becomes apparent. Even though these are difficult times, we are still 

precious in the sight of God, and God still cares for us and provides refreshment for us. God gives drink to God’s 

chosen people and pathways through the wilderness to follow. Our job as God’s people is to be on the lookout 

for those refreshments and pathways. 
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The purpose of Jesus’ original disciples was to share the good news of God, and the love of Jesus, and the 

inspiration of the Holy Spirit. The way they had become used to doing that, under the present and direct 

leadership of Jesus himself, has to be done differently after the resurrection. The purpose of Jesus’ present 

disciples hasn’t changed. Now we find ourselves having to share the good news of God, and the love of Jesus, 

and the inspiration of the Holy Spirit in different ways. 

 

Doing new things always presents a challenge - especially when change is not our choice, but is thrust upon us. 

We like doing things the way we’ve always done them. Who among you would have chosen to meet your friends 

and family exclusively over Zoom just because? Very few, if any, I would bet. I don’t know about you, but living 

in a time where technology makes it possible for the people of God together for prayer and fellowship sure seems 

like a pathway in the wilderness to me. 

 

Let’s be clear: this pandemic is not a punishment from God. No one is being judged; and blaming anyone or 

anything just makes matters worse. Social distancing and self-isolation is a new reality that presents God’s 

people with a challenge to how we understand ourselves and our purpose in the world around us. I think the 

Apostle Thomas would certainly appreciate this moment.  

 

This time, in the human story, and for Christian communities in particular, provides new and unique opportunities 

to bring new life to our beliefs. Rather than ask “how is this possible” that we’re no longer able to gather and pray 

together at church, we would do well to ask “how is it possible” to do the work of sharing the Good News of Jesus 

Christ in a new way. 

 

This will be easier for some than for others. Many of us are still in the “how can this be” stage of understanding. 

If we learn anything from Thomas and his struggle to apprehend a new way of understanding himself and this 

new world that’s been thrust upon him, let it be this: even though Thomas struggles with learning a new way, he 

still keeps coming back. When he had the opportunity to leave off the other disciples he didn’t take it. He returned 

a second time because being with his closest friends was better than being alone. Even though it took Thomas 

a little longer to understand life in the resurrection time, the whole world is better because he kept coming back 

to be with his fellow disciples in a new way. Moving past the getting-used-to-it part of this new way of being may 

take a little longer for some than for others. In the Gospel today, the disciples in the upper room taught us Grace 

in Patience, and Perseverance in Love. 

 

We will all come to a new way of being in a post-COVID-19 world. I pray that Jesus will once again open all our 

hearts now, as he did in that upper room so many years ago; and we will embrace our call to bring the good 

news of God, and the love of Jesus, and the inspiration of the Holy Spirit to our world in new and creative ways. 

If you see yourself as Thomas, still grieving the loss of the way things used to be, I encourage you to keep 

coming back as Thomas did. Be with your fellow disciples. If you see yourself as the others in the upper room, 

be patient with one another, encourage your loved ones to reach out and not become isolated in unhealthy ways. 

The job of discipleship in this present moment is to be on the lookout for the new things God is springing forth 

for us. They will be good. In the words of Jesus Christ our risen Lord, “do not doubt, but believe.” 

 

And that’s good news. 


