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The Gospel story today is a story about evangelism. Evangelism gets a bad reputation, doesn't it? We tend to 

think of evangelism as preaching to large groups of people. We can imagine exciting revival tents brimming with 

converts to the faith; or fiery street preachers with small gatherings around them. Door-to-door evangelists move 

through neighbourhoods with hand-delivered messages of God’s love. We’re all televangelists these days, 

sharing the Word of God on-line. However you imagine it, these days there’s not a lot of evangelism going on of 

any kind. The mission fields are unusually quiet. 

 

Quiet fields don’t necessarily mean evangelism has become an unproductive mission field. Evangelism in this 

pandemic has become a fallow mission field. Fallow fields are very busy places. This quiet time for God’s people 

is yielding good things for us if we’re attentive to the conditions around us. Before we go back into the work of 

scattering seeds widely and generously, we might consider using this quiet time to prepare our soil. Farmers and 

gardeners know that allowing the soil to rest and rejuvenate will result in more and better abundance later. Soil 

itself is as much a living condition as the things that grow from it. 

 

Each of the soils in Jesus’ parable represents the conditions of those who hear the words of God. When I have 

to recall this story, the thorny weeds and rocky pathway are the first features that come to mind. Jesus describes 

each of the terrains in the story as the conditions we variously find ourselves in when the grace of God is 

presented to us. How often are we burdened with the cares of the world such that we cannot stop to hear the 

still small voice of God whispering in the silence? How often do we get the sensation of being trampled down by 

the rush of all the things going on that we just don’t have time to read our Bibles? I’m sure we’d all love to say 

we’re the good soil, but in reality we may be good soil only some of the time. The rest of the time, our heart’s 

attention is taken by other priorities. Since these days we simply cannot function as we typically do to the same 

degree and at the same pace to which we’ve become accustomed, we might consider something the sower in 

the parable should also be considering. If we want the Word of God to flourish, we need to spend time fixing the 

soil first. Now is a good time to do that. 

 

Jesus mentions thorny weeds in his parable. Thorny weeds are not as problematic as they look. Weeds 

themselves are indicators that adjustments need to be made. According to Geoff Lawton, consultant, designer, 

and educator in permaculture implementation, weeds are not the problem we’ve come to believe they are. He 

says, “Weeds are not the problem but rather symptoms of glitches within the soil. Weeds arrive because the soil 

has some sort of deficiency or condition that both allows them to thrive and prompts nature to repair systemic 

damage. Nature will move towards a permanent, stable system, and weeds are part of that process, especially 

in troubled landscapes.” Hmmm… so the weeds aren’t just nuisance growth. They’re trying to tell us something 

about the growing environment. 

 

Where are the weeds in your spiritual life? Jesus says the thorny weeds are “the cares of the world and the lure 

of wealth [that] chokes the word [of God, so that it] yields nothing.” In my imagination the thorny weeds are 

menacing. It’s like they’re waiting for the seeds to grow enough so they can catch them up and slowly strangle 

them. That doesn’t exactly inspire me to want to venture into the blackberry hedges. But unless we take control 

over the cares of the world and put them in their proper place, we’ll be stuck with the thorny weeds - literally. 

 

When we think about weeds in general, we understand them to be nuisance plants invading our pristine lawns 

and gardens. But consider this: the weeds indicate the places that need our careful, loving attention. Did you 

know that dandelions appear in lawns where there isn’t enough calcium in the soil? Their expansive roots help 



to aerate compacted soil and reduce erosion, while the deep taproot draws up calcium to fertilize the surrounding 

area. Plantains - those low, broad-leafed plants - not the banana - indicate acidic soil that’s deficient in calcium 

and magnesium. Their roots draw up silicon, sulphur, manganese and iron to restore fertility to the surrounding 

soil. When they decompose, they alkalize the soil.  

 

Consider rethinking the weeds in our spiritual lives as indicators of places in need to love and care, rather than 

things that require violent removal. The weeds aren’t there to judge us. They’re there to help us see where loving 

attention is needed. Where in your spiritual life do you need to set aside the cares of the world and focus more 

on your relationship with God? In what ways can you hush the din of all the things that need doing so that you 

can hear God speaking to you? There’s something deep within you that needs to come up to the surface. The 

weeds are trying to do that for you. Maybe rather than extract, they need assistance. 

 

In our enthusiasm to be good disciples - to be the good soil - it may be tempting to feel like we have a handle on 

all the all the aspects of our faith. We have scripture, and history, and liturgy, and sacraments, and mission, and 

music, and scholarship of all sorts, poetry, art and architecture; the list goes on. Anglicanism has a lot of traffic 

going in a lot of directions in the way we approach Christianity. The pathways are all well-trod. It’s okay to take 

just one pathway and spend some intentional time there. Loosen up the soil a bit, and let just one aspect of 

Anglican Christianty take root. There’s an abundance to be had when we allow the roots to stretch out. Now is a 

good time to be intentional and take our time with a manageable part of the garden. The rocks we clear away 

may become a new pathway to an unexpected abundance. 

 

Knowing the Creator as I do, it seems inconsistent to me that Jesus would advocate wastefulness by describing 

the sower carelessly tossing about valuable seeds. Jesus calls out the best in us, and always directs our attention 

to be mindful with whatever it is we’re doing. Perhaps the parable of the sower is as much about drawing our 

attention to the conditions upon which the Word of God falls as much as the expectations for its growth. As 

sowers of the kingdom of heaven, we are responsible for creating the best environment for growth. The seeds 

will do what seeds do. Ours is to steward the growing conditions. It begins with how the Word of God grows 

within us. 

 

Do you have thorny weeds or rocky pathways in the garden of our soul? You can amend your soil. Fallow time 

is perfect for rebalancing soil nutrients and clearing obstructions. What are your weeds telling you? What new 

pathways are waiting to be discovered? Consider how we can prepare ourselves while we’re still in levels of 

isolation. While the world has been quieted for us for a while,think about how we can create conditions that will 

allow us to share an even greater abundance of God’s love and grace later. 

 

Evangelism doesn’t have to be exhausting. We evangelize best when we present ourselves as living the 

abundance of the Word of God. There’s something uniquely attractive about a healthy field of wildflowers that 

calls out to be enjoyed by others. Attraction is the best kind of evangelism. It begins with caring for the growing 

spaces within us so that the sowed seeds can do what they do best. 

 

And that’s good news. 

 

 

 

 


