Sunday — August 16, 2020

Pastor David Higa
Words of Faith — Taming the Tongue
James 3:1-12

But no man can tame the tongue. It is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.
With it we bless our God and Father, and with it we curse men, who have
been made in the similitude of God. Out of the same mouth proceed blessing
and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not to be so. [James 3:8-10]

Many would say that James is an exhortation to walk the walk. “But do you
want to know, O foolish man that faith without works is dead?” We just
studied that verse last week. James nails the point home; that there needs to
be a profit for our faith. That profit is to God and others; it is not a self-profit.
Remember his example? “If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily
food, and one of you says to them, ‘Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,
but you do not give them the things which are needed for the body, what
does it profit him?” [2:16] The answer to this rhetorical question is nothing; it
profits him nothing. And so it is when we only have words without action.

This morning, however, we will see that James also taught on the importance
of words, specifically the value of using godly words. There are indeed
words of faith, and they begin with taming the tongue. The use of right words
starts with not using wrong words. In short, we must learn to hold our
fongue. This paves the way for prayer and intercession, and allows the Lord
to work even before a word is uttered.

But notice that the tongue is something that man cannot himself tame [ref.
3:8]. He tries but fails. Can you relate? Why is this so? Well, the reason is
that a tongue problem is a heart problem. Jesus said “the things that come
out of the mouth come from the heart, and these make a man unclean.” [Matt
15:18] Jeremiah prophesied “the heart is deceitful above all things, and
desperately wicked.” [Jer 17:9] As you piece the logic of these scriptures
together you come to the conclusion that fixing the tongue equates to fixing
the heart; and that can only be done by the Spirit. It begins with a heart
transplant [i.e., becoming born-again of the Spirit]; and then continues by
being renewed in the Spirit every day of our earthly life. It is those Spirit-filled
torrents of living water that overflow to our hearts and then to our speech. As
we grow in the Lord our words become tools that build people up in the faith,
not tear them down.

Words and deeds must work together in this life of faith. It is a vital
combination for the Christian, especially when ministering to others. And
while one’s walk is important, so are his words. May the Lord help us to be
swift to hear and slow to speak [ref. 1:19].

This Week:

Sun Morning Services — Livestreamed Only

e 7:30am James 3:1-12
e 9:30am James 3:1-12
e 11:30 am James 3:1-12

Sun Evening Service — Serving "To Go” Meals Only.
e 6:30-7:30 pm

Wed Evening Service — Livestreamed Only
e 7:30 pm Isaiah 3-5

Fri Evening — HT Home Group
e 6:30-8:30 pm James 3:1-12 - Inductive Bible Study

Worship Services:

Sundays at 7:30, 9:30, 11:30 a.m.
Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m.
All Services Live Streamed at www.ccEchoPark.com

Sunday Evening at 6:30 p.m.
Church Office - The Hidden Treasure Bookshop
1822 W. Temple Street, Los Angeles, 90026
Only Serving “"To Go” Meals

Pickup “To Go” meals at HT Church Office.

Friday Night HT Home Group

Please join us for our Fri Night HT Home Group from 6:30-8:30 pm
at our HT Church Office located at 1822 W. Temple St., on the
corner of Bonnie Brae & Temple. Join us for worship, Bible Study,
prayer, and warm fellowship. We will be reviewing the Sun
morning messages from James.

Live Streamed Services
e Sunday Morning [7:30 AM, 9:30 AM, 11:30 AM] - James
e Wednesday Evening [7:30 PM] - Isaiah

Sunday Evening Service
e Only serving “To Go" meals for pickup from 6:30-7:30 pm.

No formal service.
Online Giving
Now available at www.ccEchoPark.com

Tk Qg The Hidden Treasure Bible Bookshop &

IT l D D E N Boutique is open for email & phone orders!
TREASURE Call 213.413.3865 or email

BIBLE BOOKSHOP & BOUTIQUE CCEChOPark@SbCQIObal.net.

Audio messages at: www.ccEchoPark.com. CDs for $1.

DailyBibleReading: 08/17 — 08/23: Jeremiah 18-41. Reading plan
at Information Table.

SpanishTranslation is available during our services using small
remote earpiece units. Please come to the Information Table.

PrayerRequests: We are available for prayer right after the service
or you can fill out a PrayerCard and drop it in the offering box.

As a courtesy, please turn off cell phones and pagers during service.



