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“Nearly every Christian I have spoken with has some idea that eternity is an unending church service. . . . We 
have settled on an image of the never-ending sing-along in the sky, one great hymn after another, forever and 
ever, amen.  And our heart sinks.  Forever and ever?  That’s it?  That’s the good news?  And then we sigh and 
feel guilty that we are not more ‘spiritual’.  We lose heart, and we turn once more to the present to find what 
life we can.”  

 

 
The average secular person believes the souls of all good people will go to heaven when they die. 
 
The average Christian believes the great hope of Christianity is that the souls of all who believe in Jesus will go 
to heaven when they die. 

Revelation 21:1-8; 22-27 

1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the 
first heaven and the first earth had passed away, 
and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city,  
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 
God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
“Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He 
will dwell with them, and they will be his people,  
and God himself will be with them as their God.  
4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, 
and death shall be no more, neither shall there be 
mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the 
former things have passed away.” 
 
5 And he who was seated on the throne said, 
“Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he said, 
“Write this down, for these words are trustworthy 
and true.” 6 And he said to me, “It is done! I am the 
Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the 
end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of   
the water of life without payment. 7 The one who 
conquers will have this heritage, and I will be        

his God and he will be my son. 8 But as for the    
cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for    
murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers,         
idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the 
lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the 
second death.” 
 
 
 
22 And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is 
the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 23 And the 
city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, 
for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the 
Lamb. 24 By its light will the nations walk, and the 
kings of the earth will bring their glory into it,  
25 and its gates will never be shut by day—and there 
will be no night there. 26 They will bring into it the 
glory and the honor of the nations. 27 But nothing 
unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does 
what is detestable or false, but only those who are 
written in the Lamb's book of life.  

Where is heaven? Is it a physical place? How do we get there? Where does the Christian go immediately after death? 
What about people who have never had a chance to hear about Christ? How can heaven be this wonderful place 
without our unsaved family members?  When is Christ coming? 



 
The story of the Bible is that heaven and earth were once united, that sin broke this union, but 
through Jesus Christ God is working everything toward reuniting heaven and earth. 
 
 

“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling [literally, “his tabernacle”] among us.”  (John 1:14) 
 
“Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.”  (John 1:29) 
 
“Its length and width and height are equal.” (Revelation 21:16) 
“twenty cubits long, twenty cubits wide, and twenty cubits high.”  (1 Kings 6:20) 

 
 
God is working all things to the day when heaven will fully reunite with a new earth. 
 

Revelation 21:1-4 
 
 
 

 
“Today you will be with me in paradise.”  (Luke 23:43) 
 
“To be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord.”  (2 Corinthians 5:8) 
 
“To depart and be with Christ . . . is far better.”  (Philippians 1:23) 
 
“According to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness 
dwells.” (2 Peter 3:13) 

 
 
 

 
“It was the Unicorn who summed up what everyone was feeling. He stamped his right fore-hoof on the 
ground and neighed and then cried: "I have come home at last! This is my real country! I belong here. 
This is the land I have been looking for all my life, though I never knew it till now. The reason why we 
loved the old Narnia is that it sometimes looked a little like this. Bree-hee-hee! Come further up, come 
further in!”  (Chronicles of Narnia, C.S. Lewis) 
 
“He shall be the end of our desires Who shall be contemplated without ceasing, loved without [ending], 
and praised without weariness.”  (Augustine) 
 
“O my Lord Jesus Christ, if I could be in heaven without You, it would be a hell; and if I could be in hell, 
yet have You still, it would be a heaven to me, for You are all the heaven I want.” (Samuel Rutherford) 
 
“Your presence makes paradise, and where You are is Heaven.”  (John Milton) 

 
 


