
 

 

 People are more educated and literate than ever before 

 We have more rights than ever before 

 Extreme poverty is at an all-time low worldwide 

 Wars are smaller and less frequent than at any other time in recorded history 

 Children are dying less, and people are living longer 

 There’s more wealth than ever before 
 

And yet . . . 

 Symptoms of depression and anxiety are on an 80-year upswing among young people and a 20-year upswing 
among adults 

 Each generation is experiencing depression at earlier ages 

 Since 1985 people are reporting lower levels of life satisfaction 

 Stress levels have risen over the past 30 years 

 Drug overdoses have hit an all-time high 

 Feelings of loneliness are up 
 

(ESV) 
 
1 Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I 
preached to you, which you received, in which you 
stand, 2 and by which you are being saved, if you   
hold fast to the word I preached to you—unless you 
believed in vain. 
 
3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what        
I also received: that Christ died for our sins in            
accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, 
that he was raised on the third day in accordance 
with the Scriptures. . . . 

 

 

17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile 
and you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who  
have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19 If in 

Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all  
people most to be pitied. 
 
20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead,  
the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21 For 
as  by a man came death, by a man has come also the 
resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, so 
also in Christ shall all be made alive. 23 But each in his 
own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming  
those who belong to Christ. 24 Then comes  the end, 
when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after 
destroying every rule and every authority and power.  
25 For he must reign until he has put all  his  enemies 
under his feet. 26 The last  enemy to be destroyed is 
death. 27 For “God has put all things in subjection   
under his feet.”  



“One day, you and everyone you love will die. And beyond a small group of people for an extremely brief period of 
time, little of what you say or do will ever matter. This is the Uncomfortable Truth of life. And everything you think 
or do is but an elaborate avoidance of it. . . . We are inconsequential cosmic dust, bumping and milling about on a 
tiny blue speck. We imagine our own importance. We invent our purpose—we are nothing. Enjoy your coffee.”         
                       —Mark Manson 

—1 Corinthians 15:17 

1. If Christ has not been raised, then trusting in God is useless. (v. 17) 

 

2. If Christ has not been raised, then dark spiritual powers have won. (vv.24-26) 

 

3. If Christ has not been raised, then we are still condemned for our sins.  (v.17) 

 

4.   If Christ has not been raised, then all deceased Christians have perished.  (v.18) 

 

 

—1 Corinthians 15:20 

1 Corinthians 15:20-23 

 

 

 

 

1 Corinthians 15:24-27 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


