


The Kingdom of God Series

•August 2 – Inauguration
•August 9 – Identity (Guest Speaker: Ed Anton)
•August 16 – Allegiance
•August 23 – Citizenship
•August 30 -- Ambassadors 





Inauguration
to make a formal beginning of; initiate; commence; begin



Mark 1:14-15

14 After John was put in prison, Jesus went 
into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 
God. 15 “The time has come,” he said. “The 
kingdom of God has come near. Repent and 
believe the good news!” 



My point is simple: there is only 
one gospel…it is the transformative 
story of how Jesus, who preexisted 
as Son of God, came to be 
enthroned as the universal king…
Jesus proclaimed the one gospel 
by announcing the inauguration of 
the kingdom of God as well as its 
anticipated culmination. 
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The main theme of Jesus’ 
preaching was “the Kingdom of 
God.” On this, scholars, whether 
liberal or conservative all seem to 
agree. The phrase occurs more 
than a hundred times in the four 
Gospels…If there is anything we 
should pray to understand clearly, it 
is what Jesus meant when he 
talked about the Kingdom. (pp. 2-3)



The central message of the Gospels (or 
the New Testament as a whole) is NOT: 
“Jesus came to die for your sins so you 
can go to Heaven. “



Mark 1:9-11
9 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in 
Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. 10 Just as Jesus was coming up out of 
the water, he saw heaven being torn open and 
the Spirit descending on him like a dove.11 And a 
voice came from heaven: “You are my 
Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”



John 8:28-29
28 So Jesus said, “When you have lifted up the 
Son of Man, then you will know that I am he and 
that I do nothing on my own but speak just what 
the Father has taught me.  29 The one who sent 
me is with me; he has not left me alone, for I 
always do what pleases him.”



The Son and the Son of Man

•Son: Psalm 2, Isaiah 9:6-7

•Daniel 7



Isaiah 9:6-7
For to us a child is born, 
    to us a son is given, 
    and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called  
    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace  
    there will be no end. 
He will reign on David’s throne  
    and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it 
    with justice and righteousness 
    from that time on and forever. 
The zeal of the Lord Almighty 
    will accomplish this.



The Son and the Son of Man

•Psalm 2 -- all nations his possessions, all 
earthly rulers must serve the Son
• Isaiah 9:6-7 – referred to as “Mighty God”, will 
rule/govern but with justice, righteousness and 
peace
•Daniel 7 – God-given authority and sovereign 
power over all nations FOREVER



1 Samuel 8:4-9
4 So all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at 
Ramah. 5 They said to him, “You are old, and your sons do not follow your 
ways; now appoint a king to lead us, such as all the other nations have.”
6 But when they said, “Give us a king to lead us,” this displeased Samuel; 
so he prayed to the Lord. 7 And the Lord told him: “Listen to all that the 
people are saying to you; it is not you they have rejected, but they have 
rejected me as their king. 8 As they have done from the day I brought 
them up out of Egypt until this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, 
so they are doing to you. 9 Now listen to them; but warn them solemnly 
and let them know what the king who will reign over them will claim as his 
rights.”



John 19:12, 14-16
12 From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but the Jewish 
leaders kept shouting, “If you let this man go, you are no friend of 
Caesar. Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar.”
“Here is your king,” Pilate said to the Jews.
15 But they shouted, “Take him away! Take him away! Crucify him!”
“Shall I crucify your king?” Pilate asked.
“We have no king but Caesar,” the chief priests answered.
16 Finally Pilate handed him over to them to be crucified.



”Here at the cross is the man who 
loves his enemies, the man whose 
righteousness is greater than that 
of the Pharisees, who being rich 
became poor, who gives his robe 
to those who took his cloak, who 
prays for those who despitefully 
use him. The cross is not a detour 
or hurdle on the way to the 
kingdom, nor is it even the way to 
the kingdom; it is the kingdom 
come.”



Romans 1:1-5 
Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an 
apostle and set apart for the gospel of God— 2 the 
gospel he promised beforehand through his 
prophets in the Holy Scriptures 3 regarding his Son, 
who as to his earthly life was a descendant of 
David, 4 and who through the Spirit of holiness was 
appointed the Son of God in power by his 
resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 5 Through him we received grace and 
apostleship to call all the Gentiles to the obedience 
that comes from[c] faith for his name’s sake.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rom+1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-27936c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=rom+1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-27936c


Things to consider…

• In what ways do you see the nations rejecting 
or accepting the reign and rule of God?
• In what ways do you struggle to accept the 
reign of God in your own life?
•How can the cosmic, universal plan of Jesus’ 
kingship express itself in the life of our 
church? In our individual lives?



Prayer for the Lord’s Supper



Books on the 
Kingdom
• “Salvation by Allegiance 

Alone: Rethinking Faith, 
Works, and the Gospel of 
Jesus the King” by Matthew 
Bates
• “The Kingdom of God 

Volume One: The Future 
Breaks In” by Steve D. 
Brown & Tom A. Jones
• “How God Became King: The 

Forgotten Story of the 
Gospels” by N. T. Wright


