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Acts 6:8-15 
Stephen, full of grace and power, did great wonders and signs among the people. Then some of those who 
belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and others of those 
from Cilicia and Asia, stood up and argued with Stephen. But they could not withstand the wisdom and the 
Spirit with which he spoke. Then they secretly instigated some men to say, ‘We have heard him speak 
blasphemous words against Moses and God.’ They stirred up the people as well as the elders and the scribes; 
then they suddenly confronted him, seized him, and brought him before the council. They set up false 
witnesses who said, ‘This man never stops saying things against this holy place and the law; for we have heard 
him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and will change the customs that Moses handed on 
to us.’ And all who sat in the council looked intently at him, and they saw that his face was like the face of an 
angel. 
 
Psalm 119: 161-168 
Princes persecute me without cause, but my heart stands in awe of your words. 
I rejoice at your word like one who finds great spoil. 
I hate and abhor falsehood, but I love your law. 
Seven times a day I praise you for your righteous ordinances. 
Great peace have those who love your law; nothing can make them stumble. 
I hope for your salvation, O Lord, and I fulfil your commandments. 
My soul keeps your decrees;  I love them exceedingly. 
I keep your precepts and decrees, for all my ways are before you. 
 
John 6:22-29 
The next day the crowd that had stayed on the other side of the lake saw that there had been only one boat 
there. They also saw that Jesus had not got into the boat with his disciples, but that his disciples had gone 
away alone. Then some boats from Tiberias came near the place where they had eaten the bread after the 
Lord had given thanks. So when the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they themselves 
got into the boats and went to Capernaum looking for Jesus. 
When they found him on the other side of the lake, they said to him, ‘Rabbi, when did you come here?’ Jesus 
answered them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate 
your fill of the loaves. Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures for eternal life, 
which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him that God the Father has set his seal.’ Then they said to him, 
‘What must we do to perform the works of God?’ Jesus answered them, ‘This is the work of God, that you 
believe in him whom he has sent.’ 
 
Collect 
O God, 
your Son made himself known to his disciples 
in the breaking of bread. 
Open the eyes of our faith, 
that we may see him in his redeeming work, 
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 


