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WELCOME

most thankful for, not only at Thanksgiving, but each and
every day of our lives. May his risen spirit continue to guide
our feet as we journey in his way.

A Message from our Clergy Team
October 6, 2019
Dear Friends in Christ at Holy Trinity,

With blessings for Thanksgiving,
+Michael, Gillian, Matthew, and Susan

Property Report
(submitted by George Hodgkinson, Property Chair)

What a wonderful start to the fall we have had! A recordbreaking roast beef dinner, the life-giving return of our
Sunday School and choir, a fantastic Valley Choir Night
held at St. Augustine’s in Beachburg, the exciting launch of
the Parish of the Valley Passport, and even today a joyfilled blessing of the animals with so many of God’s
creatures, great and small, present in our sanctuary. We
certainly have much to be thankful for as a church family in
Pembroke as we approach our annual Thanksgiving feast!
One of the things we are most thankful for is the
opportunity to serve God together in new ways through our
shared ministry in the Parish of the Valley. On September
12th the clergy, churchwardens, treasurers and synod
delegates from across the parish gathered in Eganville to
continue the work of discerning where God is leading us in
our new partnership. We discussed what is exciting to us in
our shared ministry, what challenges we continue to face,
and what areas of focus we feel God is inviting us to give
attention to in the coming twelve months. An address made
by Bishop Michael at the September 12 th leadership meeting
is included in this issue of Revelations, as is a sermon
preached by Canon Susan at the Valley Choir Night in
Beachburg. A follow-up meeting with our parish’s
churchwardens, treasurers and synod delegates is planned
for October 15th at Holy Trinity, and we ask for your
prayers as we continue to chart our new course, together
with God, here in our beloved valley.
We also ask your prayers for the Diocese of Ottawa as we
enter into a time of episcopal transition. An episcopal
election is now scheduled for March 14th. Please pray for
our diocese as a whole, and for our bishop, John Chapman,
as he enters into a well-deserved retirement.
In this issue of Revelations you will once again encounter
the varied and exciting ways that God is at work in the city
of Pembroke through the ministries of our church family.
Buildings and property work, youth ministry, financial
affairs, church council, roast beef dinners, A.C.W.,
rummage sales and bazaars – God is alive and at work in
them all! Our shared life together in Jesus is what we are
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Much has happened on the Property side of Holy Trinity
since the last issue of Revelations.
The front steps of Aborn House have been replaced with
railings on both sides and a much easier climb to the front
door. Three veranda posts have been
replaced and painted, as well as the
porch ceiling has been repaired.
To aid in the smooth running of our
Church suppers and coffee hours, the
dishwashing machine has had a new
bottom spray arm installed. This will ensure we have clean,
well washed dishes for our use. A new dish rack has been
purchased to assist in the timely availability of plates etc.
for our various dinners.
As we have all heard before, most churches have bats in
their Belfry, with Holy Trinity being of no exception.
Unfortunately the bats at Holy Trinity are and have been
presenting a significant concern that we cannot ignore.
A reputable Wildlife Specialist has done a thorough
inspection of the church last month (Aug), and has
recommended that we address the bat issue very soon
before it becomes unmanageable. It is definitely a health
and safety issue that has been presented to us. It is planned
to have this issue for both the Church and Aborn House
addressed and rectified between Oct 7th and Oct 10th.

YOUR DISCARDS ARE OUR TREASURES

FALL RUMMAGE SALE
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26, 8:30 TO 11:00 AM
SORTING ON FRIDAY, OCTOBER 25
ARTICLES IN WORKING CONDITION OR
GENTLY USED CLOTHING

Coffee Hour & Fellowship
Thank you to all who donated time
and goodies to our coffee hour. If you
are able, please remember to
volunteer for a Sunday by signing the
calendar in the church hall or speak to
Doris. Donations of coffee, tea, juice,
serviettes and plates are also
appreciated.

Cemetery Report (submitted by Robert Hanson, Chair)
Dear fellow parishioner,
This is an update on your cemetery on James Street. If you
have not visited lately please feel free to come and walk our
beautiful grounds; it is very park like. We have had an
active summer, starting with our spring cleanup when we
had a dozen fellow parishioners come out to assist us
cleaning up the grounds after a long winter which brought
down a number of dead branches from our big oak and
maple trees. We raked a lot of leaves and cleaned up some
garbage. The group was there for about three hours and did
an excellent job. Thank you to all those who came and
helped with the cleanup.
Without the ongoing assistance of Dale Twa, Jim Dunn, and
sometimes Wally Cochrane, we would not have been able to
keep the cemetery in such excellent condition; thanks go out
to our great team. This year we have built and installed
three new garbage containers. They are doing the job as we
have had to empty them every two weeks during the
summer and the grounds have been kept clean of scrap
paper and pop cans.
We took down the old green work shed and Andrew Clark
donated a dumpster and came and hauled the garbage away.
Andrew Hein and Brad put down top soil and grass seed on
the old site and we have some new grave sites; a great job
well done by all. Andrew Hein and Brad have done a
terrific job of maintaining our cemetery over the spring and
summer; now comes the fall with all the leaves from our
beautiful trees to be raked up and disposed of. Thank you
both so much for making our cemetery the most beautiful in
the Valley.
Dale, Jim and I cut and re-welded the main gate on
Dominion Street and raised it up so that it could be opened
more easily. It is now like new. There are still a couple of
jobs left for this year which are to paint the gates and paint
the sign above the gate on James Street white, as the gold

has worn off after so many years. As it is a very large
chore, we are going to leave the re-cladding and venting of
the work shed on Dominion Street until spring and make it
our main job for next year.
We had a very successful Annual Church Service at the
cemetery in July and would like to thank all those that took
the time to attend the service and to Andrew Hein for
setting up the tents. Without the work of Reverend
Matthew and the Intermittents, we would not have had such
a wonderful service; thanks to all of you for all your work
and assistance.
The cemetery closes for internments the first of December,
but is open for taking a stroll any time, 12 months of the
year. Please feel free to come and enjoy the serenity and
beauty of your cemetery.
Thank you again for your interest in our cemetery and we
look forward to hearing from you and seeing you using the
beautiful property.

Holly Bazaar (submitted by Doris Collins)
Where has the time gone?
It seems like we just held
our planning meeting for the
very successful Roast Beef
dinner, but now we are
looking forward to our
Holly Bazaar. With your
help, may it also be a big success, and that can only happen
with the help of our family at Holy Trinity Church.
Now is the time to start thinking about sewing, fancy work,
knitting, baking, woodworking, crafts, and any other talents.
We are also looking for jewelry and articles for the
Christmas table and gifts for the silent auction.
We also will be calling on people to work in the kitchen,
wait on tables, work at different tables, prepare food the day
previous, and the much-needed clean-up crew.
A few weeks before the event there will be a list at the back
of the church for anyone who would like to donate food for
this event.
Thank you for your generosity in the past. This year our
bazaar will be held on Friday, November 8 th, 2019.
For any questions please speak to Doris or phone 613-7355772.
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Warden’s Report
Autumn Fires (by Robert Louis Stevenson)
In the other gardens, and all up in the vale,
From the autumn bonfires see the smoke trail!
Pleasant summer over, and all the summer flowers,
The red fire blazes, the grey smoke towers.
Sing a song of seasons! Something bright in all!
Flowers in the summer, fires in the fall!

Food Bank (submitted by Mike Sibley)
Sunday, September 29th is the final Food Bank Sunday for
2019. I don’t have the numbers to report from our third
Food Bank Sunday as I am preparing this report in advance
of that day. Our congregation at Holy Trinity is showing its
support for this local outreach program. The Food Bank
Sundays held in January and May of this year provided
donations to St. Joseph’s Food Bank in the amount of 77
bags of food, 5 boxes of food and $235 in monetary
donations.
Three years ago we initiated the idea of designating three
Sundays annually to focus on the needs of our local food
banks. During these special Sundays members of the
congregation have opened their hearts and donated a total of
673 bags, 24 boxes of food and $735 in monetary donations
to date. These numbers do not reflect the food that is
donated and dropped off at the food bank weekly or biweekly. Our red collection box is located at the back of the
church and you are invited to donate non-perishable items at
any time throughout the year. It is not unusual for members
of our congregation to purchase items that are on sale and
bring them to church the following Sunday. Your donations
are appreciated at any time and the folks at St. Joseph’s
Food Bank are always expressing their gratitude for our
ongoing support.
On behalf of the Wardens and Rector, I would like to thank
everyone who has stepped up and helped out with Holy
Trinity’s outreach program to assist people right here in our
community.

Why do trees hate going back to school in the fall?
Because they’re easily stumped.
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Matthew 12:50 – “For whoever does the will of my Father
in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.”
Summer days are winding down quickly, and the many fall
activities are beginning for our church family. The wardens
hope that the summer was an enjoyable season with time for
rest and relaxation. We would like to welcome back
everyone who was away for holidays and welcome new
members of Holy Trinity. Fall is the time to start looking
forward to all the activities planned for the next several
months starting with our annual roast beef dinner and
leading forward to Advent. I'm looking forward to working
together with my church brothers and sisters this fall
making Holy Trinity a welcoming church for everyone.
We started September off with a very successful Roast Beef
Dinner on Sunday, September 8. The wardens want to pass
along our thanks to everyone who worked so hard to ensure
our guests enjoyed sharing a Valley home-cooked meal with
us. There were over 325 people served dinner and within an
hour and seven minutes we were sold out! The month of
October is another busy month starting with Blessing of the
Animals Sunday, Great Chapter Meeting, Harvest
Thanksgiving Sunday, Valley Leadership meeting, Fall
Rummage Sale, Children’s Pumpkin Auction, and Diocesan
Synod.
The new Parish of the Valley of which we are a part seems
to be running very smoothly. I, for one, have found our
Valley Sundays work well. Once each month we welcome
one of the other parish ministers to Holy Trinity to lead our
Sunday morning services. The clergy rotation gives the
congregations an opportunity to hear another minister and a
better chance to get to know them and vice versa.
Your wardens are available to hear your concerns or
suggestions. Please bring your ideas and/or concerns
forward to any of us. While we can’t promise to implement
all your ideas, we will take them into consideration and get
back to you with a reply. Thank you for your support and
all the help that you have given to your wardens over this
past year. Working together with our clergy team we can
continue to accomplish great things.
Together with Rev. Matthew, we wish you a very Happy
Thanksgiving!
Yours in Christ,
Mike Sibley, Rector’s Warden, for
George Hodgkinson, People’s Warden
Sabrina Clark, Deputy Warden

Heroes in our Midst (submitted by Jean Ostrom)

Editorial Musings (submitted by Jean Ostrom)

There are heroes and then there are HEROES! And the
volunteers at The Grind should definitely be considered
HEROES by the people of Pembroke and the surrounding
area.

Our family has had a wonderful summer, with travel,
getting together for a vacation that included the whole
family of 14 from three generations, visits back and forth,
meeting new neighbours, and fun recreation, but also a few
medical issues for close relatives that concern us. Now
summer is over and fall is here with all kinds of new
beginnings. In our family one grandchild is starting High
School, one is starting Grade One and one is starting Junior
Kindergarten; times of equal parts excitement and
trepidation as they go forward into a new experiences. As I
was thinking about this, I reflected that every day can be
approached with excitement and trepidation by every one of
us, because we will never know what the future will be.
People of faith can know only that they will not be facing
that unknown future alone, that we are surrounded by God’s
love at all times, and that our friends and family can be a
part of that love that gives us the peace that passes
understanding. Happy Fall, and Happy Thanksgiving!

John Vaudry, a retired Presbyterian cleric, and Isabelle, a
former client of the Grind and now a volunteer, spoke to the
ACW at our regular meeting in September and gave us a lot
of food for thought. The brainchild of Jerry Novak of the
OPP, The Grind started in 2016 on Pembroke Street. It has
served 269 people with overnight accommodations, is open
as a coffee house from Monday to Friday from 10 am until
2 pm, serves dinner twice monthly to approximately 60
people each time, and provides lunch from Tuesday to
Friday to 50 to 60 people. Lacking a full kitchen, they
manage to serve from crockpots and hot plates. The closure
of the Salvation Army programs in the Pembroke area
meant a tremendous increase in the level of services
required at the Grind.
In addition to feeding the hungry, the lonely, and the
mentally challenged, the Grind also provides a client service
office which served 91 people in August, holds ladies Bible
study on Thursdays, occasional men’s breakfasts and
retreats, and Sunday night worship services. Currently
there are 12 volunteers to lead the meal and study programs
offered.
The Grind is operating all these programs on a minimal
budget. They get some support from the United Way, hold
a fund-raiser walk-a-thon in February – The Coldest Night
of the Year – and receive some charitable donations. A
benefactor left the organization a house which they are
currently renovating to make it suitable as a transition house
to accommodate people on a longer term basis. Anyone
living in the transition house would have a plan in place to
improve his or her life through drug rehabilitation,
schooling, etc.
We were left in awe at the commitment of Rev. John,
Isabelle, and the others who work so very hard to make a
safe, accepting place for some of the people of our
community who have been marginalized by circumstances,
often beyond their control. We at Holy Trinity have
provided a few meals to the Grind and always feel that we
have received more than we have given when we meet the
people who come there to share in a dinner. It is always
more blessed to give than to receive.

A Letter from Joyce and Peter Cowan
Dear Members of Holy Trinity,
We would like to take this opportunity to express our
appreciation to everyone for your love, support, and
financial help during our flood and evacuation.
Every week we were surrounded by love, and nurtured with
prayer from our Holy Trinity family. We are so thankful to
each and every one who reached out to us during this
difficult time.
I never thought I would ever be homeless, helpless, and
detached from the world, no computer, no phone, no cheque
book, and no access to my files. What was comforting and
constant, was the comfort of my faith and a warm welcome
at Holy Trinity.
We shall always be thankful that so many people helped us
throughout our journey. We give each and every member
of our Holy Trinity family a standing ovation for your
support.
We hope that you will have an opportunity to come to our
home now that we have moved back. We hope that we can
help you in the future. Thanks, again. ~Joyce

Did you hear about the tree who deserted the forest at the
end of fall?
He was absent without leaves!
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Another One Is In the Books
(submitted by Charles and Marie Cheesman)

Sunday, September 8 was a beautiful early autumn day, a
great day to host the 10th annual Holy Trinity Roast Beef
Dinner. Folks from near and far lined up early to enjoy a
delicious meal and warm Valley hospitality, and they did
not go away disappointed. Many lovely comments were
received from our guests along with promises to return next
year.
Serving 325 meals is no mean feat, but the volunteers who
made it happen made it all look very easy. Lots of people
turned out Saturday to ensure that tables were set and
decorated, veggies were peeled and chopped, salads made
and pies baked to perfection. No detail was overlooked,
down to a neatly trimmed hedge. On Sunday, our kitchen
was filled with delicious aromas and all fell into their roles
with ease. Coordinating an event like this requires a certain
amount of planning and organization, but it’s easy to lead
when you have folks willingly lining up behind you and
pitching in the way our congregation does. We are
extremely fortunate.
Much has been said over the years about getting the peas
ready in time and this year we are happy to report that they
were ready earlier than ever. In addition, our new takeout
station worked very well. That said, there are always a few
areas that can be tweaked to improve things. We’ll look at a
simplified ticketing process, having more volunteers to help
with the cleanup, and a slight rework of our pie quantities
(the lemon and butterscotch pies were a huge hit and the
first to sell out).
So, the good news is that we generated a profit of just over
$4,000 – that’s our best year yet! Several generous cash and
food donations helped us keep our costs down, but overall
our expenses were still approximately $250 more than last
year, so the decision to increase the adult ticket price was a
good one. In addition, the free will collection for PWRDF
Hurricane Dorian Emergency Response for those
experiencing its devastation in the Bahamas raised an
additional $155.
A huge thank you to all who contributed so generously of
your time, talents and funds and encouraged family and
friends to come out and share this day with us. Well done!
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Fall Events at Holy Trinity Pembroke & in
The Parish of the Valley (as of Sept 4, 2019)
October 2nd - Corporation Meeting - 5pm to
6:15pm
October 5th – Intermittents Performance – 3:30pm
at St. John’s Eganville
October 6th - Blessing of the Animals Sunday
October 6th - Pembroke Deanery Great Chapter 7pm to 9pm at Holy Trinity Pembroke
October 13 - Harvest Thanksgiving Sunday
October 15th - Valley Leadership Meeting - 7pm
to 9pm at Holy Trinity Pembroke
October 16th - Church Council - 7pm to 8:30pm
October 20th - Valley Sunday with Rev. Gillian
Hoyer
October 24th - 26th - Diocesan Synod – at Christ
Church Cathedral & St. Elias Centre, Ottawa
October 26th - Fall Rummage Sale
October 27th - Children’s Pumpkin Auction
November 2nd – Deanery Power of Prayer
Workshop - 9:30am to 4pm at St. John’s Eganville
November 3rd - All Saints Day (transferred)
November 6th - Corporation Meeting - 5pm to
6:15pm
November 8th - Holly Bazaar
November 10th - Remembrance Sunday
November 20th - Church Council - 7pm to 8:30pm
November 24th - Reign of Christ - Valley Sunday
with Bishop Michael Bird
December 4th – Corporation Meeting – 5pm to
6:15 pm
December 8th – Christmas Pageant Sunday (to be
confirmed)
December 15th – Valley Sunday with the Rev.
Canon Susan Clifford
December 24th – Christmas Eve Service 7PM
December 25th - Christmas Day Service 10AM

Windows On Our History
(submitted by Alexis Anderson)

Holy Trinity Anglican is blessed with stunning stained-glass
windows, and most of them are dedicated to people who
were once closely involved with the parish. We see their
names each week, yet the memory of who those people
were has faded with the passing years. This series of short
articles will hopefully help remind us of those who came
before; and help us to appreciate the beautiful gifts to the
church that were made in their names.
First in the series, we look at James Henry Burritt and
Cecelia Jane Irving. James Burritt was the second son of Dr.
Walter Horatio and Maria Harriett (Schofield) Burritt. He
was born on 14 Sep 1846 in Smith Falls, ON, where he was
schooled. He later attended Osgoode Law School; and was
called to the bar in 1867. In 1876 he moved to Pembroke,
where he partnered with H.H. Loucks, who was the Crown
Attorney for Renfrew County. James served as the Crown
Attorney for Pembroke, as well as the Solicitor for Renfrew
County, and was appointed as Queen’s Counsel. He also
served on the Board of Education for 28 years, enjoyed
fishing, was a well-known cricketer, skipped a prizewinning rink for several years, and from 1905 to 1907 was
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge A.F. & A.M. of Canada
in the province of Ontario.
On 11 Apr 1878 James
married Cecelia Jane Irving in
Pembroke. She was the
daughter of Andrew T. and
Jane (White) Irving, born 2
Jun 1852 in Pembroke. The
couple had six daughters:
Mary Helen born 26 Jan 1879
in Pembroke, Jessie Irving
born 25 Mar 1880 in
Pembroke, Maria Gwendolyn
10 Dec 1881 in Pembroke,
Annie Enid born 24 Sep 1883
in Peterborough, Marion born
1 Mar 1886, and Margaret
Lennox born 14 Jan 1897 in
Renfrew Co. Jessie Burritt
married
William
Lloyd
Hunter, remained in the area, and raised Mary Cecelia (died
young), Henry Burritt, Eleanor Elizabeth, and Francis
William before passing away in 1977; Francis later married
Violet Dace and moved to Toronto and then to New
Westminster, BC before he died in 1982. Annie Burritt
married Thomas Walker Benson of Montreal, and their son
John Irving Benson was born in Pembroke in 1912. Annie

died in 1923, Thomas in 1929, and John in 1984 in Ottawa.
Margaret Burritt married Gawn Edwy Clemes of Toronto
and they had a daughter Shirley Margaret Clemes who died
young. Gawn died in 1967 in Toronto.
James and Cecelia, to whom the window is dedicated, lived
a long and successful life here in Pembroke. Cecelia died
aged 70 on 20 May 1923, and James on 16 Apr 1926, aged
79. Both are buried in Holy Trinity Anglican Cemetery,
Pembroke.

PWRDF Activities
Hurricane Dorian Relief - PWRDF initially released $20
K for immediate relief. Over the past month Holy Trinity
parishioners have given $310. For those who wish to give
privately, donations can be made online at pwrdf.org/givetoday, then click on Emergency Response. Or mail your
donation to PWRDF, 80 Hayden Street, 3rd floor, Toronto,
M4Y 3G2, or call toll-free at 1-866-308-7973 (do not leave
credit card information on a voice mail). You can also give
on the go by texting PWRDF to 45678.
Upcoming Events
•

Pumpkin/Jack o’ Lantern Raffle. The third annual
event is being organized by the Sunday School
teachers. More information will be forthcoming.

•

Christmas Cards. PWRDF Christmas cards are
back and better than ever. See PWRDF Advent
and Christmas Resources bulletin on the notice
board in the church basement. A minimum
donation of $25 for a pack of 12 cards is required to
receive an official tax receipt. There are new ways
to order this year:
• They can be ordered on line at
https://pwrdf.org/get-involved/advent2019/ ; or
• You can also pay by cheque or credit card by
contacting The Donor Relations Officer – Mike
Ziemerink at 416-924-9199 ext 306 or toll free
at 1-866-308-7973.

A sincere thank you to all who have supported and to all
continue to support PWRDF!
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destined to be a dying and a decline-ridden church? I ask
this my friends, because I believe, with all my heart and
soul, that nothing could be further from the truth.

Address by Bishop Michael Bird to the
Meeting of Parish Wardens, Synod
Delegates and Treasurers (Held in Eganville -September 12, 2019)
Countless sermons have been preached on our passage
from scripture this evening, John’s account of the miracle
of the feeding of the five thousand. It is a story that
appears in one form or another in all four gospels.
There are so many things one could focus upon when
reflecting upon this passage, the mountain top experience
and the connections that are made to Old Testament
prophecy. There is Jesus' desire to feed the hungry and to
nourish those who follow him, and of course it is difficult
for us to read this passage without connecting it to the
celebration and administration of the Holy Eucharist that
gathers us together as members of the body of Christ
around the table of our Lord.
As we begin our meeting tonight, however, I want to draw
your attention to Jesus' question to Philip, about the
resources they had at hand: “Where are we to buy bread
for these people to eat?” The question wasn't, “Do you
think it’s possible?” or “Do you think we should?” It was
a question, that presupposed an affirmative and proactive
answer. It was a challenge and commission to seek out
those resources and to make something happen.
I also want to consider Philip's defeatist and less then
optimistic response to the question: “Six months’ wages
would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a
little.” We cannot be sure of the sentiment that was being
expressed by Philip on that day, but given the enormity of
the situation he could have been excused if it sounded
more like this: “It would take me six months to pay for
this crowd just to have something to eat.....there is no way
we can provide for them …. we don't have the resources
…. the situation is hopeless!”
On this night, I want to ask, how many times have we
uttered these words or words like them; in our own lives,
our parish meetings and councils? How many times have
we given into the temptation to accept the status quo or to
be satisfied with the fallacy, the myth, the lack of faith
that expresses itself in the belief that as Anglicans we are

As we hear this passage this evening, I also want to reflect
upon the young boy in the story who is brought forward by
Andrew and who is almost always over-looked when this
gospel is read and commented on. Children in the ancient
world had little or no status in society and yet time and time
again Jesus' ministry embraced the one who is unexpected,
the least likely, the out of box solution and in this passage
the resources came from one who had so little; nothing
more than five loaves and two fish. In end, however, what
was required was a group of faithful people who believed
that all that they needed had already been provided for; that
different resources and many gifts and talents would have to
be drawn together from different places and people;
sometimes from some very unlikely places and people!
Once this work of taking stock and drawing things together
had taken place, God richly blessed those efforts and
miraculous things began to happen.
Dear friends, this is our story! This is the story we have
been living over the past sixteen months here in the Parish
of the Valley. We began by getting to know each other; the
first stage in allowing ourselves to take stock of the
resources at hand. We have tried to do this in a way that
didn’t disrupt or detract from the wonderful ministries that
were already taking place. Our clergy team has also worked
very hard to make sure that the pastoral and worship needs
of our churches were addressed as we explored a new model
for our life as a church and a renewed understanding of
what our Anglican presence could look like here in this
region of the diocese. That vision of a shared and
empowered community is already taking shape. Members
of one congregation support fundraising events in other
congregations and people are traveling to experience
worship in different churches. We have a wonderful
website and a significant social-media presence, and we are
looking forward to new ways of communicating our story
and our life as a parish and we will be presenting a couple
of those new ideas this evening. We are praying for each
other; we are learning from each other and in the process,
we are inspiring people and pointing the way forward for
parishes across the diocese and beyond.
It is our hope now, that we can take the next steps to draw
our congregations and our resources even closer together
and to plan and dream about how our ministry will grow
and thrive in ways that could never have happened if we
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remained apart. It is now time to take our work to the next
level and to make that prayer that we recite each Sunday to
become a living reality in our midst: “Glory to God, whose
power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask
or imagine.”
It is my sincere hope that we will all
participate, to the very best of our ability, in this important
work of making these connections and forming these new
partnerships that will be required to proclaim Christ’s
message of hope and love to the people God is calling us to
serve.
I want to close by offering a sincere word of thanks to each
and every one of you who have been so willing to take this
journey with our clergy team and to thank all our lay leaders
and office holders for the incredible ways that you offer
yourselves so graciously and so faithfully for our work in
every congregation in the parish. On your behalf, I also want
to thank the members of our clergy team, Susan, Gillian and
Matthew. What a gifted, competent and faithful team of
colleagues I have been blessed to serve with! Our work
together is a true collaboration and it has been a joy to meet
regularly with them and to develop such a wonderful
working relationship. I would also like to thank our
extended team of retired clergy; Allan Studd, Gale
Edmondson, Roger Steinke, Darlene Cunliffe, David
Lethbridge and Robert Lauder who have all been so gracious
in offering themselves to cover Sunday supply and
supporting us in so many ways.
Immediately after the miracle of the feeding of the five
thousand, Jesus follows that up with another miracle; he
comes to the disciple’s aid by walking on the water. I look
forward to seeing what that miracle looks like, in Parish of
the Valley, in the exciting days ahead! Thanks be to God!

Homily Preached by The Rev. Canon Susan
Clifford at the Parish of the Valley Choir
Service (Sept 15 2019 at St Augustine’s, Beachburg)
Genesis 1:1-27a. Psalm 100. Colossians 1:15-20. Matthew
6:25-33
To start, a joke: Jane took her husband George to see a
psychiatrist for a checkup. After examining him, the doctor
took Jane to one side and said, "I have some very bad news
for you. There is nothing I can do to help your husband. His
mind has completely gone."
"I’m not really surprised," Jane replied, "George has been
giving me a piece of it every day for the last 50 years."
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Here we are, in the Parish of the Valley, once again coming
together as one body in Christ. Last Thursday, at the Parish
“Wardens, treasurers, and synod delegates” meeting, we
were also “one body”, as together we reflected on those
things that excite us and also those things that challenge us at
this time.
This evening, here at St Augustine’s, we are again one body,
gathered together to Praise and Worship God, through Jesus
our head. Worshipping God together in song, gathering
together our Parish choir, is a particularly powerful way to
express our Praise and Thanks, and one more way to honour
Jesus, our Church’s source of life and growth. And we thank
Marie Zettler, for it was her great suggestion that we gather a
Parish choir!
And we thank God, for we owe everything to God. As our
reading from Genesis reminds us, God is our Creator, our
very life comes from Him. We are reminded by the psalmist
in psalm 100 that all Praise and Glory and Joy and Worship
is due to the Lord our God “who made us and we are His.
We are His people, the sheep of His pasture.” And the letter
to the Colossians reminds us that Jesus is the restorer of
humanity. Humanity went astray, starting with Adam and
Eve, and eventually Jesus was sent to reconcile us to God, to
restore our relationship with God. In Jesus we are a new
creation. We are a new creation, not only personally, but
communally as well, for He forms us into His body, the
Church.
The funny thing about Creation is that it is ongoing.
Throughout the millennia, not only has the earth been
expanding and evolving, but so has the Church. Jesus Christ
is the same yesterday, today, and always, and the gospel
truth hasn’t changed, but the shape of Christ’s body, His
Church, has been continually evolving into something new
throughout the ages. The Church of today looks nothing like
it did in the Middle Ages, or, if truth be told, it looks nothing
like it did only a few short years ago.
Such growth involves a death, of sorts. The Church, as we
once knew it is dying, and making way for something new.
Some of the traditions that once fed us are no longer
nourishing or helpful and they need to die. But, through
Jesus, God has rescued us from death, again and again, in so
many ways. I’m not just thinking about being rescued from
the sorts of sin that lead to death. I’m thinking of the sorts of
death that we were experiencing just a few years ago: the
death that comes of apathy, confusion, lack of direction, fear
of the unknown; the sort of death that comes from clinging to
the past and looking back, not forward…. I’m trying to name

the sorts of things we were feeling just a few short years ago,
before we embarked on this Area Parish journey.

and Jesus, our head, is with us, helping us every step of the
way. Thanks be to God. Amen.

I can remember at a Great Chapter meeting about three years
ago, Archdeacon Rob Davis spoke of the church as a boat. If
the church was a boat, he was saying that we have been
sailing, or perhaps I should say, we had been “drifting” for
many years on relatively calm waters. But he rightly said
that things have changed, and we need a new, purpose-built
boat. The waters have become turbulent. Being here in
Whitewater country, I could say our boat has entered into
rapids and white-water, and using Rob’s analogy, the old
sailboat is no longer sufficient to carry us safely through the
turbulent waters. So, that’s a bit worrying!!

Financial Update (submitted by Karen Steinke)

But, helpfully, our gospel reading speaks of worry, and Jesus
says ‘don’t worry!’. Jesus knows the power of worry to kill
initiative and creative impulses. The Greek word for worry
means to be preoccupied with or be absorbed by. Jesus talks
about being preoccupied with food, for example. (That’s a
preoccupation that we share here in the Valley with all our
church suppers!) So, He says, look at the birds, they’re an
example of a proper attitude towards food: they work hard to
find it, but they don’t store it for possible future shortages.
They simply rely on God to provide.
Preoccupation with a long life won’t lengthen it, or worrying
about your appearance is futile. If God cares for the birds
and the plants, how much more will He provide for, and
clothe those who are faithful to Him. So, don’t be
preoccupied with your physical needs.
That may be easier said than done, for several of the
challenges that face us have to do exactly with physical
needs. At some point we will be addressing financial
challenges and the shape of our buildings, for example. But
the moral of the story is: Put God first and don’t worry!
Don’t let these “preoccupy” you and suck the life out of you.
Realistically, we need to tackle the challenges that face us
but don’t worry. God will show us the way forward.
Together, we will continue to follow our Lord as we build
and re-create our new Parish of the Valley, stepping into a
‘new boat’ as it were. We can do so with confidence that
God has a plan. Let’s see ourselves as co-workers, helping
God’s plan to unfold, but we do so completely depending
upon and leaning upon His guidance and strength. So, worry
not! We are in God’s hands. This takes a lot of trust to
believe, not only in God but also in one another. It’s
reassuring to know that we are all brothers and sisters,
together, members of Christ’s body, together in this place,
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Year to Date

Budgeted Income
Actual Income
(Deficit)/Surplus

$19,562
$12,692
($6,870)

$156,493
$120,864
($35,629)

Budgeted Deficit
Actual Deficit
(Deficit)/Surplus

$20,066
$19,716
($349)

$160,776
$161,757
$980

Budgeted Deficit
Actual Deficit
(Deficit)/Surplus

($504)
($7,025)
($6,521)

($4,283)
($40,892)
($36,609)

This deficit means we are currently running three months
behind in our regularly monthly payments to the
Incorporated Synod of the Diocese of Ottawa. These regular
payments cover important communal expenses, such as the
salaries for our priest and church staff and the insurance for
our church building. To be running behind during the autumn
is not uncommon, as Holy Trinity relies heavily upon fall
fundraising events and donations received from parishioners
between Thanksgiving and Christmas to finance our
operations throughout the entire year. This means, however,
that Thanksgiving offerings are of incredible importance to
the ongoing health and vitality of our Holy Trinity church
family. Please pray about what you can give this
Thanksgiving; and give generously. An offering envelope is
included with this issue of Revelations. Every donation helps
and will be faithfully put to use.

To Autumn (by John Keats)
Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness,
Close bosom-friend of the maturing sun;
Conspiring with him how to load and bless
With fruit the vines that round the thatch-eves run;
To bend with apples the moss'd cottage-trees,
And fill all fruit with ripeness to the core;
To swell the gourd, and plump the hazel shells
With a sweet kernel; to set budding more,
And still more, later flowers for the bees,
Until they think warm days will never cease,
For summer has o'er-brimm'd their clammy cells.
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