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 We are continuing our summer series, “God’s Blueprint for a Healthy Church” based on the New 

Testament book of Titus.  The apostle Paul wrote this letter to one of his disciples, Titus, who assisted 

him in his ministry to churches.  Titus consists of three chapters that can be summarized this way, 

chapter one is about leadership, chapter two addresses discipleship, and chapter three is concerned 

about living faithfully in a non-christian world.  Today we finish chapter two on discipleship, “Grace for 

Godliness.”  

BI – Saving grace is also sanctifying grace.  The grace that saves us also sanctifies us.  

Before we read, I want to summarize the passage.  The “for” in verse eleven links this passage with 

verses one through ten, where Paul told Titus how different individuals should live.  He tells them to live 

this way, ‘for’ or ‘because’ the grace of God has appeared, training us to say no to sin and yes to 

godliness as we look forward to the glory of Jesus’s second appearing  when he vindicates his people and 

judges his enemies.  Jesus gave himself to deliver us from the power of sin and purify us for a life of 
good works. 

First, we are told that grace trains us to fight sin.  The exhortation to live godly lives in verses one 

through ten is based upon grace.  Paul tells us that grace has appeared to bring salvation for all people 

(11).  Grace has appeared, Jesus is a real historical figure that lived, died, and rose again.  Does this 

mean that all people are saved?  Historically, there are three views about salvation.  The first is 

universalism, which says that all religions lead to God.  Then there is inclusionism, which believes that 

Jesus is the only Savior for humanity but it is possible to be saved without faith in Christ.  The third view 

is exclusionism, which teaches that Jesus is the only means of salvation and that all people are excluded 

unless they put their faith in Christ (John 3:16-18, 36).  So, what he means by Christ bringing salvation 

for all people, is that salvation is not limited to one group or kind of people but for all kinds of people.  

He says this because there were those who were teaching that one must become a Jew to be saved, 
following Jewish laws and traditions.   

The he goes on to say that salvation trains us to renounce sin and live godly lives (12).  Grace saves us 

from both the penalty of sin and the power of sin.  That is, grace not only saves us but sanctifies us or 

transforms us.  Renounce means to reject, refuse, or repudiate.  Salvation trains or equips us to fight 

against sin and live godly lives.  The bible describes this fight as violent and ruthless.  Jesus said if your 

hand causes you to sin, cut it off (Mat 15:30).  This fight is not just against specific sins, but the power of 

sin that still dwells in us (Rom 7:21-25).  So, the issue is not just specific sins but sin as a principle still at 

work within us even as grace is at work in us.  All of us are broken, hurting, and sinful people which 

impacts the way we think, feel, and act.  All of us are recovering from sin.  Don’t coddle, protect, 
entertain your sin as it always turns on you. 



We all know there is a problem with the world.  Look around, there is racial strife, political strife, marital 

conflict, sexual and personal confusion, etc.  What you think the problem with the world is will 

determine how you try to solve it.  Most people spin their wheels on the symptoms rather than the 

internal disease causing these symptoms.  But you cannot separate your actions from your heart.  The 

reason you have a terrible marriage, you lack patience, you worry and fret, or get angry, you have no 

joy, you are ungrateful, criticize others to make yourself feel better is not because that’s the way you are 

but because the sin in your heart is manifesting itself in sinful actions.  We all have these competing 

desires, the desire for sin and the desire for godliness.  We must renounce sinful desires and embrace 

godliness.  Paul calls it walking according to the Spirit and not according to the flesh elsewhere ( Gal 

5:16-17).  Godliness does not just happen, we don’t drift into it by sitting on the couch, watching TV, 

scrolling FB, reading novels, but by the deliberate and decisive rejection of sin, removing it from our life.  

We do not take sin as seriously as Jesus (Mat 5:30; 7:13-14; 21-23) or Paul (Rom 8:6).   

Next, he tells us that this grace prepares us for eternal glory.  First, grace saves us, freeing us from the 

penalty of sin; then grace sanctifies us, freeing us from the power of sin; and third, grace gl orifies us, 

freeing us from the presence of sin (Rom 8:30).  This life is a struggle against sin and Satan and the world 

but we have a bright future, so we look to the blessed hope, the appearing of our great God and Savoir 

Jesus Christ (13).  The first time Jesus appeared, he brought salvation; the second time he appears, he 

will vindicate his people and judge his enemies.  This waiting is anticipating, which strengthens us to 

persevere in fighting sin and embracing godliness.  I hope all of us long for the coming of Christ, for 

when we see him we will become like him (1 Jn 3:2), forever free from the presence of sin in our lives 

and our relationship with him will no longer be tainted by our struggle with sin.  He is described as our 

great God and Savoir, one of the clearest statements of the deity of Jesus Christ in the New Testament.  

Jesus is not just a man or ‘god like’ but God in the flesh.  God became man, gave himself for us, for a 

purpose that is far more than just forgiveness and reconciliation.  “He gave himself for us to redeem us 

from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good 

works (14).”  This is the same truth he said in verse twelve but from God’s side of the equation.  First, he 

redeems us from all lawlessness.  Sin is such a formidable enemy that only Christ’s death can deliver you 

from it.  Secondly, he purifies us for himself.  We need to fight sin but not a striving in our own strength.  

Rather, a grace empowered effort as grace is the one empowering us (Phil 2:2-13).  Who is doing the 

redeeming and purifying?  What makes us godly is not willpower, not guilt, not an inspiring message, but 

understanding and relishing the grace of God that causes our love for God to drive out and replace  our 

love for sin.  So, as disciples our desires for evil are truly shed as the grace of God and the love of Christ 

for us builds us up and ultimately drives out the old desires with the new life.  God has given us weapons 

to strengthen us in the fight.  These weapons are a means of grace, the normal ways God strengthens.  

The first is Scripture (2 Tim 3:16-17); prayer as we confess our sin and ask God for strength; good 

worship that raises our affections for God; reminding ourselves of the gospel (Rom 8:2) ; and 
accountability (Heb 10:24-25). 

 Then he describes the church as a people for his own possession, an allusion the Old Testament (Ex 

19:5) describing Israel but now applied to the church.  Paul sees the church, the New Covenant people 

of God, as the fulfillment of Israel, zealous for good works.  We are not saved by works but saved for 

works, the fruit of faith.  We cannot be saved by works but we will never be saved without works 

because works are the fruit of faith.  Faith is the root, good works is the fruit.  This letter places a great 



emphasis on good works as the fruit of faith, probably in response to something the false teachers were 
teaching.   


