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Stories That Change The World 
Part #8 – “On Invitation” Text: Matthew 22:1-14 

Delivered at Central Baptist Church on July 9th, 2017, by Pastor Steve Edelman 
 

What is the best party you have been to?  

We receive numerous wedding invitations in the mail each year. One specifically 

stood out to me.  It wasn’t the color, design, or paper of the invitation that caught my 

attention. It was the location of the party. We were invited to this impressive resort in 

Tofino, complete with remarkable catering from one of the finest restaurants and one of 

the best beaches on the island. The party had many of the elements of a great party!  

We had a sense of anticipation and expectation of what it was going to be like. 

When the day came, the guests dressed up in their finest clothes, we watched the 

couple give their vows on a beautiful beach, and the photos practically took themselves 

with the surrounding beauty. After all the picturesque celebration, the guests were 

invited to a feast. This was no ordinary feast, the menu included some of the best 

lobster, steak, salmon, savory chicken, cheeses, breads, and a spread of deliciousness 

appetizers that I have ever tasted. This isn’t a story where something went wrong. It 

was truly a wedding out of a magazine. The night even ended with one of the most 

incredible sunsets and numerous campfires on the beach to keep guests warm. 

Everyone left this party in awe of their experience. This celebration surpassed my 

expectations. I can’t help thinking what if I would have rejected that invitation!  

Today, in the parable of the wedding feast an invitation is given by a king to a 

great celebration. However, many of the guests refuse the invitation. Some don’t give a 

reason for the rejection. Others say they are preoccupied. Some reject the King with 

outright rebellion. 

As you will see, we too can disregard the invite that Jesus has given us. We 

often push Him away because we don’t understand what Jesus has done for us or we 

choose to live for ourselves. We see this evidenced when our hearts are self-centered 

and preoccupied. We can even show up to His house with our agenda and with no 

concern of what He wants to do.  

We are in the middle of a series called “stories that change the world.” Jesus’ 

parables are stories designed to transform us from the inside out.  
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Today, we are going to be looking at the parable of the wedding feast and the invitation 

that is given to us.  I am going to break it up into three parts:  

 First, THE KING’S INVITATION; second, THE KING’S REQUIRMENTS; and 

third, THE KING’S FEAST. 

1. THE KING’S INVITATION. 

To enjoy fellowship with the King we need to accept His invitation. 

 Look with me at Matthew 22:1-2 which says, “And again Jesus spoke to them in 

parables, saying, 2 “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a 

wedding feast for his son” Let’s spend some time unpacking what Jesus is conveying 

through the story.  

First, notice that the kingdom of heaven is likened to a king putting on 

wedding celebration for his son. This would have been a countrywide celebration that 

would have continued for several days. Some cultures still have a week-long 

celebration. Today, the average budget for a wedding in Canada is $27,000 for one day. 

Can you imagine what it would cost to host your guests for a week? Most families would 

go broke. 

However, you may know someone who has extensive resources and the gift of 

hospitality. They take it up a notch because they want to share their best. Everyone 

looks forward to those celebrations because the food and entertainment are at a higher 

quality. The king was doing just that. He was going to host the best party and feast in 

his country - because he can. However, many of the guests refused to come. 

As you will see, Jesus is showing us that our response to His invitation will have 

a future significance. He parallels the messianic banquet that was part of Jewish 

tradition. The Jews would rehearse the meal that they would share together when the 

Messiah finally arrived. This “feast” represents enjoying relationship or connection 

with Jesus in His kingdom, and coming to the feast thus represents entering the 

kingdom. 

So, why do people reject an invitation to come to Jesus? This passage reminds 

us there may be several reasons. 

Let’s look at the first rejection. 

a) The first rejection – they simply refused (v3) 
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In verse 3 it says he, “3 sent his servants to call those who were invited to the 

wedding feast, but they would not come.”  

Who was invited to the wedding feast? The parables were written to the religious 

leaders to show them their need for Jesus. Historically, the first invitation would go out 

to those who have status, wealth, or a leadership position. The first invited guests 

represent the chief priests and Pharisees. If you receive an invitation from a prominent 

person you would be honored and would make a point of being there. It would have 

been tremendous insult and completely disrespectful to ignore the King. A slap in 

the face. However, they refused to attend a special occasion without good reason.  

Have you ever invited someone to a special occasion and they gave no ‘suitable’ 

reason for their absence? Did it make you wonder if they cared about you or had any 

interest in you? Or what is happening on a deeper level? 

By not accepting the invitation from the King, means those who were invited 

would lose their place at the celebration table. Jesus is showing us that those who 

have position and knowledge won’t be in heaven if they reject His invitation. This 

applies to people inside and outside of the church.  

My heart grieves for those who have all the head knowledge about God and 

won’t be in heaven because they won’t come to the table. They have no interest in 

knowing him more deeply and are not open to what God has for them.  

 When people don’t give a reason for rejecting Jesus we need to understand 

some of the major reasons why. People reject Jesus for many different reasons. It 

could be because they are afraid, or they are deceived and temporarily satisfied by sin, 

or unaware of what Jesus has to offer. One of the major marks of our Western Culture 

is apathy. They have no interest or just don’t care! 

 Doug Ponder says, “I think people reject Jesus because they assume they 

understand who He is. They base their decision on a feeling or false information that 

was related picture painted about Christianity. They think they’ve heard the gospel 

and rejected it, when in reality what they rejected was not the gospel but a dead 

(false) form of the real thing.” 

 Let’s look at the second rejection. 
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b) The second rejection – they were preoccupied. (v5) 

A second reason they may reject an invitation from Jesus is a preoccupation with 

other things or being too busy. Look with me at verse 4 as the second invitation goes 

out. “Again he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, “See, I have 

prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything 

is ready. Come to the wedding feast.” Notice the plea of don’t you know what you 

are missing! It’s all ready for you! 

Here in verse 4, notice that the king graciously overlooks the first invitation and 

he re-releases the invitation through more servants, now elaborating on the bounty of 

the celebration: “My oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is 

ready.  

Look with me at verse 5, “But they paid no attention and went off, one to his farm, 

another to his business.  Notice they reject the invitation with frivolous excuses of 

preoccupation with everyday affairs (e.g., farming and business).” How often do we 

reject Jesus because we are doing something else? We live in a part of the world that is 

full of opportunity and we can fill our lives with hard work, family time, entertainment, 

leisure, vacations, and anything but the kingdom of God. How many times have you 

said no to Jesus because you were too busy? What drives us to one task and then to 

the other? Can you step back from your busyness and ask the hard question – why do 

you do what you do? Are you more concerned about getting the praise of men 

rather than connecting with God? Jesus is showing us that if we are too 

preoccupied with our own affairs we reject what He has ready for us. How many 

times does he have to invite you in - before you will respond?  

 c) The third rejection – they purposefully rebelled (v6) 

 A third reason people may reject an invitation to Jesus is because of deliberate 

rebellion. Look with me at verse 6 “while the rest seized his servants, treated them 

shamefully, and killed them.” The expression ‘the rest’ indicates that there were quite a 

few of them. This group takes the denial up a notch and insults the king on a whole 

another level. They abuse and kill the king’s messengers. This type of behavior would 

be followed up by a king with punishment and most likely death. It would be considered 

treason against the king.  “In no society is it considered good manners to lay hands 
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on people who come bearing a warm invitation, even if one does not intend to 

accept it.”1 We can conclude that they had no respect or fear of the king.  

Notice that all three rejections are simply different ways of rebelling against God. 

When someone rebels, it simply means that they are refusing to come under the 

authority of the person who is above them. They are rejecting the king. When we put 

ourselves first - we too reject Jesus. When he invites us in to build his kingdom and do 

his work, we too need to respond. When we don’t respond to His invitation our rebellion 

has consequences. Rebellion against God always leads to darkness, death, and 

despair.  

When we don’t respond to His invitation our rebellion manifests itself in different 

ways. It comes out when we choose to gossip, to live in sexual sin, to love money more 

than God, to be unwillinging to forgive others, or to love ourselves more than God.  

It also has consequences. Our rebellion against God, for example, can ruin our 

reputations and affect our witness.  

Over the years I have seen many have claimed to be Christians and have 

rebelled against God.  Christian who have been in leadership roles in a church or 

Christian camp. Most of the time it’s relational issues and where a husband or a wife 

refuse to work out their differences. Their hearts choose to rebel rather than love. 

Families are destroyed because they won’t come to the table and work it out.   

*Let me illustrate this with a story about a Youth Pastor who fell into sin.   

C.S. Lewis says, "Fallen man is not simply an imperfect creature who needs 

improvement: he is a rebel who must lay down his arms." 

Can you stop fighting God and lay down your arms? Will you come to Him? 

 

 As we have seen we can reject the invitation of God by simply refusing Him, by 

being preoccupied, or by being outright rebellions against God.  Secondly, to enjoy 

fellowship with Him we need to understand the requirements of the king. 

                                                 
1 Leon Morris, The Gospel according to Matthew (Grand Rapids, Mich. : Leicester, England: 

Eerdmans, 1992), 549. 
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2. THE KING’S REQUIRMENTS. 

To enjoy fellowship with the King we need to live by His requirements. 

Look with me at verse 8 to 10, “Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding feast 

is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore to the main roads and invite to 

the wedding feast as many as you find.’ And those servants went out into the roads and 

gathered all whom they found, both bad and good. So the wedding hall was filled with 

guests.”  

a) The kingdom has no outward requirements. 

Notice that the king sends his servant to give an open invitation and they do just 

that. Matthew says that the newly invited guests make up a motley crew, made up of 

“both bad and good” (22:10). Instead of the privileged few being invited to the wedding, 

the undeserving and unworthy receive an invitation. Everyone receives an invitation 

from the king. Even those who considered themselves undeserving and lesser is invited 

to the table with Jesus (22:8).  

 “This continues a theme that Jesus has emphasized throughout his 

ministry. It is not the externally righteous or healthy but sinners and the sick who 

are invited to the kingdom of heaven (5:20; 9:12–13). Only those who recognize their 

personal helplessness (like a sick person or child, e.g., 9:12–13; 18:3–4) cast aside 

their self-reliance and self-worthiness to accept the grace of God. Those on the main 

highways correspond to the publicans and sinners of Israel, who have been the 

surprising object of Jesus’ ministry (9:10–11), and to the Gentiles, who will become the 

object of his ministry through the disciples’ worldwide outreach (28:18–20). The 

wedding hall is filled with these undeserving guests who respond to the gracious 

invitation (22:10).”2 

 Then the parable takes a turn and the kings graciousness runs out. 

b) The kingdom has a dress code. 

 Look with at verses 11-14, “But when the king came in to look at the guests, he 

saw there a man who had no wedding garment. And he said to him, ‘Friend, how did 

                                                 
2 Michael J. Wilkins, The NIV Application Commentary: Matthew (Grand Rapids, Mich: 

Zondervan, 2003), 716. 
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you get in here without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. Then the king 

said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In 

that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”  

 “As we’ve seen already, the king finds a man at the feast not wearing a wedding 

garment. More likely, a wedding garment was a nice set of clothes used for special 

occasions, much like we would wear “church clothes” on Sunday morning. If this is the 

case, then the guest without a wedding garment is an underdressed attendee, like a 

man appearing at a funeral in board shorts and flip-flops. The gesture would be 

offensive, a sign that the guest is oblivious to the significance of his invitation.” (For 

more on the wedding garment in Matthew 22, see R.T. France, Matthew, 826-827.) 

A scholar describes two possibilities for what this means: 

 “1. There is some evidence in the ancient world for a king supplying garments for 

his guests (cf. Gen. 45:22; Est. 6:8–9), and, more broadly, there is the story of God 

clothing his unworthy people in beautiful garments (Ezek. 16:10–13). Jesus could thus 

be alluding to imputed righteousness, which Paul elaborates later (e.g., Rom. 3:21–31; 

4:22–25). Thus by not wearing the garments provided, this guest has highly 

insulted the host. 

 2. The wedding garment may refer to a clean garment, symbolizing evidence of 

righteous works (see note on Matt. 5:20). In either case, the man lacks something that 

is essential for being accepted at the wedding feast.” ESV Study Bible 

 Johnathon Bowers says, “This explains the king’s swift action and it brings us 

back to the point of the parable. Jesus had said that the kingdom would be taken 

away from the Jewish leaders and given to a people producing its fruits. The 

wedding feast is an open invitation, but there is a dress code. Everyone is 

welcome at the table, but the table changes us. Or, to keep with the imagery of 

the parable, it changes our clothes. If it doesn’t, then we aren’t truly guests. We’re 

wedding crashers, and our lot lies outside of the laughter and light.”  

http://www.amazon.com/Gospel-Matthew-International-Commentary-Testament/dp/080282501X/?tag=desigod06-20
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 We can’t get into the kingdom of God by doing things our way. The man insults 

the host and shows personal self-righteousness. His best was not good enough for 

God! The man in the story is thrown out by the king because he sees no need to 

change. God will do the same to anyone who relies on his own fancied goodness 

to gain entry into the kingdom. There are overtones of Isaiah here. “All our 

righteous acts are like filthy rags.”  

 Is this not the human predicament? We are not fit to be in the presence of God, 

let alone to enjoy the feast of his kingdom. Yet, he is offering to clothe us the garments 

of deliverance, and a robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom adorns his head like a 

priest. He has given us the proper clothing to wear and we decline to wear it. 

 In verse 13, The man is bound and cast into the outer place of weeping and 

gnashing of teeth, language that commonly refers to eternal judgment (cf. 8:12; 13:42, 

50; 24:51; 25:26, 30). 

 

 Robert Murray McCheyne says, "Self-righteousness is the largest idol of the 

human heart - the idol which man loves most and God hates most. Dearly beloved, you 

will always be going back to this idol. You are always trying to be something in yourself, 

to gain God's favor by thinking little of your sin, or by looking to your repentance, tears, 

prayers; or by looking to your religious exercises, your frames, etc; or by looking to your 

graces, the Spirit's work in your heart. Beware of false Christ.” 

  

How do we know if we are living for the kingdom of God? 

 Johnathan Bowers says, “The kingdom imposes conditions on us. We must bear 

its fruits. We have a particular kind of clothing to wear to the feast. In the words of Paul, 

we must put on, “as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, 

kindness, humility,” and the like (Colossians 3:12). A bitter and unforgiving heart is as 

much out of line for the Christian as a flip-flopping funeral-goer.” This is a sobering 

warning from Jesus that you need Him to change your heart. You may even be 

attracted to the church for a variety of reasons because it offers community, friendship, 

support, and outreach to the poor. You can attend every week and enjoy all that is 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Col%203.12
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accessible. However, if your heart has never been changed by God your selfishness 

ends in destruction. The requirement of a changed life involves repentance, faith, 

and obedience. Jesus is the “wedding garment” that the guests lacked.” 

 As you can see, to enjoy fellowship with the King we need to live by His 

requirements.  Lastly, to enjoy fellowship with the King we need to join Him at the feast. 

3. THE KING’S FEAST.  

 To enjoy fellowship with the King we need to join Him at the feast. 

 a) Many are called. 

 Look with me at verse 22:14 “For many are called, but few are chosen.” Jesus 

says that many are called and have been invited to the wedding feast. When the 

gospel is proclaimed, only some respond to God’s call. But the reality is that not 

everyone who is invited will enter the kingdom of God and the future heaven. Few are 

chosen. The chosen are those who have been changed by Christ. Something happens 

deep in our heart when God works and the evidence is a response to His invitation. We 

start to get it. We are drawn to Him. We want to be where He is.  Many are called and 

yet, few come to Jesus. 

 b) Come and taste. 

Lastly, we can’t miss the point! “The kingdom of God is a feast. And we should act like 

it. God is meant to be enjoyed. He is the God of laughter, full bellies, and second 

helpings. In his presence, says David, there is a fullness of joy (Psalm 16:11). Do you 

believe that? Then come. There’s a seat with your name on it.” Johnathan Bowers 

 The overall message of this parable is summed up in Psalm 34:8, “Oh, taste and 

see that the Lord is good! Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him!” When you feast 

with the King you taste the food (the life) that He is offering you. Everyone is invited. 

This feast with the King represents a personal relationship with Jesus. This relationship 

will surpass all other things the world has to offer. It’s the beginning of a party that lasts 

for eternity. This invitation is open to all cultures, ages, personalities, ranks, reputations 

or backgrounds. You may feel like you can’t come to the table because of your past sin 

or dysfunction. God says come, taste and see that the Lord is Good. Maybe you have 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%2016.11
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walked away from God and need to come back to the table. He is inviting you to come, 

taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Conclusion.  

 Jesus is inviting you to the table. The invitation has been given to you – to all. 

What are you going do with it?  

If you want to taste and see that Lord is good - you must come to the table. You 

must come to Jesus!  

 Kamand Kojouri says, “Come, friends. Come with your grief. Come with your 

loss. Carry all the pieces of your heart and come sit with us. Bring your disappointments 

and your failures. Bring your betrayals and your masks. We welcome you no matter 

where you come from and what you bring. Come and join us at the intersection of 

acceptance and forgiveness where you will find our house of love. Bring your empty 

cups and we will have a feast.”  

 If God is speaking to you and you want to receive the invitation that He is giving 

you, please don’t wait another day. Today, receive His invitation and ask Jesus to clothe 

you, change you, and forgive your sins, so you can join Him at the table.  

 

The Lord’s Table. 

This table is a celebration of what Jesus has done for us.  A rehearsal for heaven. A 

foretaste of what is to come.  

We are celebrating that: 

    - Christ has died 

            - Christ is risen 

            - Christ will come again 

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.” 2 Cor 13:14 

 


