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‘It’s never too late to stand up for life’

By Gisele McKniGht

Anglican clergy joined dozens 
of others — concerned citizens, 
a former lieutenant-governor, a 
retired doctor, clergy of several 
denominations, and members 
of the New Brunswick right to 
life Association — at cathedral 
Memorial hall Feb. 11 to sign 
a petition against physician-
assisted death.
     Among the Anglicans present 
were Bishop David edwards, re-
tired Bishop Bill hockin, Arch-
deacon patricia Drummond, the 
rev. canon kevin stockall, the 
rev. canon keith Osborne, and 
the rev. gerry laskey.
     A year ago, the supreme 
court of canada, in a unani-
mous decision, struck down the 
law that forbids assisted suicide, 
and has directed parliament 
to address this gap by writing 
regulations that would presum-
ably enable physician-assisted 
suicide.
     since then, the evangeli-
cal Fellowship of canada and 

Anglicans, others 
support petition 
against euthanasia

the canadian conference of 
catholic Bishops have released a 
Declaration on euthanasia and 
Assisted suicide. The petition 

signed Thursday supports this 
declaration.
     peter ryan, executive director 
of the New Brunswick right to 

Bishop David Edwards signs the petition in support of a Declaration 
of Euthanasia and Assisted Suicide on Feb. 11 at Cathedral Memorial 
Hall in Fredericton. The declaration was released by the Evangelical 
Fellowship of Canada and the Canadian Conference of Catholic 
Bishops.

life Association, greeted the 50 
people assembled and spoke of 
the need to act now.
     “we want to initiate a con-
versation as citizens of New 
Brunswick with our local Mps,” 
he said. “That conversation is 
well worth having. we sign it at 
a critical moment in history.
     “it’s never too late to stand up 
for life, regardless of what the 
parliamentarians might do.”
     Bishop David spoke of the 
need to thoroughly examine 
the gravity of the issue and its 
effects.
     “The basic ethical question is 
‘how should we live.’ we need to 
pause and consider the implica-
tions of this act and ask, ‘is this 
how we want to live?’”
     he cited information from 
medical professionals in his 
parishes in the uk who worked 
in palliative care, which he 
sees as the viable alternative to 
physician-assisted death.
     “palliative care is low on our 
priorities here, and in some ways 
has led us to where we are now,” 
he said. 
     The rev. Dr. karl csaszar, 
pastor of skyline Acres Bap-
tist church, spoke of seeing 
the evaporation of god in our 
society.

     “why is the government 
tempting the elderly and the 
sick to take their own lives?” he 
asked. “we are living as if god 
doesn’t matter. why? No one 
says it, but what politicians like 
about euthanasia is ….. money.
     “seniors are expensive. They 
cost too much. But human be-
ings are worth more than any 
amount of money,” he said.
     Former judge and lieutenant-
governor graydon Nicholas 
spoke of his mother’s prayers for 
his life when he was born two 
months prematurely. 
     “god answered her prayers,” 
said the first native judge to pre-
side in New Brunswick and the 
province’s first native lieutenant-
governor.
     As a catholic, he has respect-
ed the church’s teaching that all 
life — from womb to tomb — is 
sacred. 
     For more than 20 years, 
first as a judge and then the 
province’s head of government, 
“my voice was silent,” he said. 
But now both he and his wife, 
elizabeth, are members of the 
N.B. right To life Association 
advisory board.
     he compared medications 
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“Life” continued on page 2

Prayer works! Colin Ranson recovering well from brain surgery in Texas
By Gisele McKniGht

The lead-up to surgery for colin 
ranson had all the plot twists of 
a hollywood movie, but in the 
end, the two-year-old is almost 
free of seizures.

The rev. paul and kim 
ranson, their sons, colin and 
isaac, 3, and kim’s parents were 
in houston, Texas for two weeks 
in early March for colin’s laser 
brain surgery.  The procedure 
was necessary to blast a tumour 
that had been causing multiple 
gelastic seizures every day. 

The rothesay couple chose 
Texas children’s hospital, 
a centre of excellence for treat-
ment of colin’s rare disease, 
pallister-hall syndrome, which 
was the source of a benign 
tumour-like growth deep inside 
his brain called a hypothalamic 
hamartoma. Fewer than 500 
children in the world have this 
condition.

in November, colin’s parents 
announced a fundraising effort 
because the surgery and related 
costs would be $200,000. it was 
unknown whether medicare 

would cover any cost.
That news kick-started a mas-

sive campaign in the Diocese of 
Fredericton that ultimately saw 
about $170,000 raised, much of 
it from parish efforts near and 
far. Just before christmas, the 
New Brunswick government an-
nounced it would partially fund 
the treatment.

since then, diocesan parishes 
have had colin high on their 
prayer lists, never more so than 
recently during his time in the 

“Colin” continued on page 2
Colin Ranson, 2, at Texas Children’s Hospital in Houston.
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that can end life, should the law 
eventually allow it, to capital 
punishment in the united states.
     “lethal injection — isn’t that 
how the u.s. takes the lives of 
criminals?”
     Dr. stephen hart, a fam-
ily physician for 40 years, now 
retired, told the audience that 
palliative care has come a long 
way, with three palliative care 
physicians in the region, 10 
beds at the Dr. everett chalmers 
regional hospital and a 10-bed 
facility about to open in down-
town Fredericton.
     “it bothers me the energy 
we’re using to fight this issue,” 
he said. “it should be used to 
provide more palliative care.”
     After the speakers finished, 
they lined up to sign the peti-
tion, and members of the audi-
ence were invited to join them in 
adding their names. 
     The Declaration on euthana-
sia and Assisted suicide has been 
endorsed by leaders of more 
than 30 christian denomina-
tions, along with more than 20 

“Life” continued from page 1

Jewish and Muslim leaders from 
across canada. 
     read the declaration at this 
address:  

http://www.euthanasiadeclara-
tion.ca/declaration/

Several Anglican clergy sign declaration

Texas hospital.
During the week of Feb. 29, 

colin underwent pre-op tests, 
including an eeg, blood work, 
Mri and peT scans, as well as 
doctors’ appointments. But it was 
wednesday, March 2, when it 
became apparent that the Friday, 
March 4 surgery was threatened 
by a fever, possible infection, 
persistent cough and an elevated 
white blood cell count.

however, his parents’ reaction 
to this complication was not as 
you might expect.

“i was obviously concerned, 
but i experienced a real peace 
and calm during the travel to 
emergency, and the whole time 
we were there,” said paul. 

“One of the members of my 
ignatian group sent me a letter 
containing a description of a 
prayer time for colin. in it was a 
powerful image of Jesus delight-
ing in our taking colin to him 
for care. 

“That image, along with 
the assurance of prayers of so 
many people — back home 
and around the globe — truly 
uplifted us in that time. 

“later that night and into the 
next day, i was really wanting 
the surgery to go ahead, but 

Fever almost derailed Colin’s March 4 brain surgery
“Colin” continued from page 1

kimberly reminded me that 
whether it happened on the 4th 
or later on, it was in accord-
ance with god’s plan for colin. 
his speedy recovery was so 
awesome. it was a truly graced 
event.”

That wednesday night, the 
call for urgent prayer went out 

over Facebook, with amazing 
results.

“we were blown away by the 
support shown to us on Face-
book,” said paul. “i am especially 
thankful for those who shared 
the prayer request — i think it 
reached over 30,000. it was such 
an encouragement to us.” 

Former lieutenant governor of New Brunswick Graydon Nicholas, 
a retired judge, said in both roles, he had to keep his opinions to 
himself, but not anymore. 
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The next morning, the fever 
was gone, but with only 24 hours 
until surgery, the decision of 
whether or not to proceed was a 
big one.

By Thursday evening, the 
anaesthetic team had approved 
the surgery, but the neuro team 
was unsure. A chest X-ray later 
that night was clear, which 
prompted the green light, much 
to paul and kim’s relief.

“surgery day was actually 
easier than the wednesday colin 
had the fever,” said paul. “They 
took colin at about 8 a.m.; we 
were reunited at 1 or so. The 
staff was amazing at keeping us 
posted with how colin was do-
ing and at what stage they were 
at in the procedure.”   

By saturday, March 5, the day 
after surgery, colin was ready to 
be released from hospital, a far 
cry from the three-month re-
covery time for traditional brain 
surgery done in canada.

“colin is being medicated 
with a strong steroid to prevent 
swelling, as well as antibiotics as 
a preventative measure following 
surgery,” said paul. “The result is 
that he is ravenously hungry all 
the time.  he is also tired, so we 
are awake with him at odd times 
for feedings or for administering 
medication.  

“we are doing some small 
day trips — to the aquarium, to 
a mall — but mostly we are stay-
ing close to home to let colin 
rest and eat!”

As of March 10, there had 
been one seizure in a boy used 
to having upwards of a few doz-
en a day.

“we were told that it’s normal 
for seizures to resume following 
surgery. They called this a run-
down period and they compared 
it to a train that was running 
at full tilt. even if the engine 
was shut off it will still coast for 
kilometres.  

“kim and i thought he might 
have had one the other night, 
but it was so short and wimpy by 
comparison to his normal seiz-
ures that we think it was more 
likely a genuine giggle than a 
gelastic seizure.” 
    The future looks bright for 
colin as he recovers.

“if he has achieved seizure 
freedom, or reduction, the sur-
gery will be deemed a success,” 
said paul. “At the moment, it 
appears that he is free from the 
seizures. if that is the case, the 
hamartoma will no longer be a 
concern to him.” 
     At press time, the ransons 
had planned to fly home March 
15. 
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Colin Ranson, 2, plays with a toy jet and airport earlier this year in 
preparation for his flight to Texas for brain surgery.
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April 3    
Lancaster *

April 4-8   
House of Bishops

April 10    
Fredericton  

(Parish Church) *

April 17    
Prince William, 

Dumfries, 
Queensbury and 
Southampton *

April 18   
Riverview Men’s 

Club

April 23   
Mothers’ Union 
Diocesan Rally

April 24     
Sussex *

April 26    
Bishop’s Counsel

April 30    
Wardens and 

Treasurers Day

May 1     
Pennfield *

May 3     
ACW Diocesan 

Annual meeting

May 8     
Millidgeville *

May 14    
Layreader Day

May 15     
Stanley *

* Denotes confirmation

t h e   b i s h o p ’ s   p a g et h e   b i s h o p ’ s   p a g e

p r i n c i p a l    
e n g a g e m e n t s

David Edwards is Diocesan Bishop of 
Fredericton.

The way we should live
As i write this article, it is 

still lent. Various things 
have happened during 

this season of the church year 
which have led me to ask the 
question: “how should we live?”  
     it is the es-
sence of ethics. As 
christians we face 
this because, as 
we follow christ, 
we are called fur-
ther and further 
into a new life. 
There are numer-
ous passages of 
scripture which 
tell us this; two of 
them come from 
philippians chapter 3: 10-11: 
     I want to know Christ—yes, 
to know the power of his resur-
rection and participation in his 
sufferings, becoming like him 
in his death, 11 and so, some-
how, attaining to the resurrec-
tion from the dead. 
and 20-21: 
     But our citizenship is in 
heaven. And we eagerly await 
a Savior from there, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, 21 who, by the 
power that enables him to bring 
everything under his control, 
will transform our lowly bod-
ies so that they will be like his 
glorious body. 
     As we move into easter time 
and are reminded that through 
christ’s resurrection we have a 
new life, or as paul might say a 
new “citizenship” the question re-
mains: “how shall we live?” Just 
to restate the teaching, let’s look 
at paul again in colossians 2: 6-7: 
     So then, just as you received 
Christ Jesus as Lord, con-
tinue to live your lives in him, 
rooted and built up in him, 
strengthened in the faith as you 

were taught, and overflowing 
with thankfulness. 
     The basis of our new life is 
that we have “received christ 
Jesus as lord.” After we have 
taken this essential step, how do 

we “continue to 
live our lives in 
him?”  
     i am not able 
to cover such a 
topic in this short 
article, but let me 
try to give some 
very basic point-
ers. in colossians 
2: 6-7 we are told 
to “overflow with 
thankfulness.” 

     As Anglicans we know this 
because for many of us, our prin-
cipal sunday service is the eucha-
rist or Thanksgiving. in the Book 
of common prayer the prayer of 
consecration begins: 
Blessing and glory and thanksgiv-
ing be unto thee Almighty God out 
heavenly Father… (Bcp pp82) 
     And later in the same prayer: 
And we entirely desire thy fatherly 
goodness mercifully to accept this 
our sacrifice of praise and thanks-
giving ….. (Bcp pp83) 
     in the service of Morning 
prayer we are given directions as 
to what the basis of this thanks-
giving might be: 
     We thine unworthy servants 
do give thee most humble and 
hearty thanks for all thy good-
ness to us…. We bless thee for our 
creation, preservation and all the 
blessings of this life;             
     But above all for thine ines-
timable love in the redemption 
of the world by our Lord Jesus 
Christ…. (Bcp pp14 – 15).  
     given that we have received 
Jesus christ as lord, having 
thereby been made “citizens of 

heaven” and partakers of his res-
urrection; what does a resurrec-
tion ethic begin to look like?       
     i would suggest it is centred 
around thanksgiving and gen-
erosity. 
     At the eucharist, amongst 
other things we encounter the 
risen christ. in Matthew 28: 16 
-20 we find: 
     16 Then the eleven disciples 
went to Galilee, to the moun-
tain where Jesus had told them 
to go. 17 When they saw him, 
they worshiped him; but some 
doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to 
them and said, “All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. 

        19 Therefore go and make dis-
ciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20 and teaching them to 
obey everything I have com-
manded you. And surely I am 
with you always, to the very end 
of the age.” 
     It is very clear here that after 
they met the risen Jesus, the 
disciples were told to “go” to 
make disciples (v19). Therefore, 
life with the resurrected Jesus 
is about gathering with him 
and then scattering, to teach his 

message. As we scatter, we find 
he is there too “…I am with you 
always….” (v20). 
     We are to go with thankful-
ness for what we have received 
from God in Christ — citizen-
ship of heaven. Then through 
our generous actions of word 
and deed we are to spread the 
good news of God’s Kingdom. 
     As your bishop, I am often 
asked a question like this: “Why 
don’t people come to church 
anymore?”  
     Part of the answer has to be 
that there are times when we 
fail to be a thankful, generous 
people who “go,” rather than 
expecting them to come.  
     There are many reasons for 
this, but it is an empowering en-
counter with the risen Jesus which 
will enable us to move forward.  
     As we gather this week for 
worship, let us be open to him. 
This is one of the ways in which 
we should live.

Got a prayer request? We can help with that.  

Send in your request and  
the diocesan synod staff will pray  

for you during Morning Prayer.  
http://anglican.nb.ca/wp/prayer/prayer-request/

ANNUAL CLERGY  
SPOUSES’ RETREAT

May 26-28 
Villa Madonna Retreat House, 

Renforth, N.B.

Theme: It is Well With My Soul

Register on-line via Diocese of Fredericton 
website (anglican.nb.ca/register), or send 
form to  Isabelle Hockin, 110 Arbour Brook 
Lane, Fredericton, NB   E3B OC4
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Challenges of church in  
the upper river valley

By Gisele McKniGht

The sheer size of the Archdea-
conry of woodstock is both 
impressive and daunting. it 
spans from the upper edges of 
York county all the way to the 
Quebec border, meaning any 
gathering in the archdeaconry is 
going to involve a long drive.

“it’s a very large territory 
geographically, and probably 
one of the smallest in terms of 
Anglicans,” said the Ven. patricia 
Drummond. “if we have deanery 
meetings, almost everyone has 
to travel more than an hour.”

certainly there are challenges 
in such a large, sparsely popu-
lated archdeaconry.

“we have two interdenomina-
tional shared ministries with the 
united church,” said pat, one in 
plaster rock and one in ed-
mundston. “The lutherans were 
also very helpful to the parish of 
Denmark while the parish was 
vacant.

“some are very traditional 
parishes, but they’ve been forced 
to try new things, like shared 
ministry,” she said. “This may be 
the archdeaconry with the most 
shared ministry.”

As the population thins, there 
may be the need for more new 
things, like home-based churches.

“people are afraid of closing 
churches, but they may need to 
move to more home churches 
in some areas and not continue 
to maintain too many expensive 
buildings.”

it is, unfortunately, an issue 
not exclusive to the Archdea-
conry of woodstock.

Other challenges in recent 
years have been the flood of the 
st. John river in Andover, which 
damaged Trinity church there 
and many homes and businesses 
in the area; and the fire that took 
down st. John the Baptist in ed-
mundston. Both were devastating.

 The veteran archdeacon
pat has been the acting arch-

deacon of woodstock for only 
18 months, but don’t let that fool 
you. she was the first female 
archdeacon in the diocese and 
has been an archdeacon for 14 
years. This is her third arch-
deaconry. pat was archdeacon 
of chatham for five years from 
2004-2009 and she is also the 

archdeacon of Fredericton.
At 74, she is the oldest arch-

deacon in the diocese, and still a 
very busy member of the clergy.

she and her family moved 
from the uk to canada in 1971, 
and from there, pat earned a 
Bachelor of education at the 
university of New Brunswick 
and taught for 20 years.

“i’d been a congregant at the 
parish church (christ church 
parish church) and had done ev-
erything there was to do — choir, 
warden, lay reader, Acw,” she 
said, adding she hadn’t consid-
ered becoming part of the clergy.

“A couple of people i really 
quite respected said think about 
it, so i did. That planted the 
seed.”

The germination took place 
in saint John during a two-day 
school workshop. she skipped 
the evening banquet and went to 
a mall instead.

“At coles Book store, a book 
jumped out at me, The helper by 
catherine Marshall. “i spent the 
evening reading it, and by the 
end of the evening, i’d made up 
my mind.”

while job sharing at school, 
she began studies at Montreal 

Diocesan Theological college 
through distance education.

she retired from teaching and 
was ordained a deacon in 1997, 
a priest in 2000. At first she 
worked as the diocesan chris-
tian education director and had 
a few interim appointments.

Then in 2004, Bishop claude 
Miller appointed her to his 
home parish of New Bandon, as 
both its priest and the archdea-
con of chatham.

she was shocked at the 
double appointment, but, she 
said, “i really loved it. i loved the 
job. The people in the parish of 
New Bandon were wonderful.”

she found the travel difficult, 
and after a serious car accident, 
she decided to move back to 
Fredericton.

“so i went to claude and he 
said he wanted me to be the 
archdeacon of Fredericton as a 
retired priest,” she said.

That was in January 2010, and 
in 2014, Bishop David edwards ex-
tended her term to October 2016.

 Boundary changes
 There are eight parishes in 

the Archdeaconry of wood-
stock, with five clergy: Fran 
Bedell in shared ministry in 

Madawaska; shirley Nosewor-
thy in woodstock; Bob leBlanc 
in wicklow, wilmot, peel and 
Aberdeen; Dana Dean in rich-
mond; and stephen harnish in 
Andover and Denmark.    

The parish of the Tobique is 
without clergy and in a shared 
ministry, and the parish of can-
terbury, Benton and kirkland is 
without clergy.

Despite some challenges, there 
have been two inductions in the 
past 18 months: the rev. stephen 
harnish in the parishes of Ando-
ver and Denmark; and the rev. 
Dana Dean in richmond.

There have also been a few 
recent boundary changes. st. 
george’s in Bairdsville moved 
from Andover to the parish of 
Denmark. And the parish of 
prince william, at the lower end 
of the archdeaconry, is now part of 
the Archdeaconry of Fredericton.

church buildings have 
also been a source of change. 
All saints in grand Falls was 
sold, and st. george’s church in 
plaster rock was demolished due 
to significant structural issues.

“The parish was trying to 
decide which church to use, the 
united in plaster rock or the 

Anglican in plaster rock, and in 
a way, god decided for them,” 
said pat of the demolition.

 Dedicated volunteers
Despite the challenges, pat 

has high praise for the clergy 
and parishioners.

“i must say the clergy in 
this area are very dedicated. in 
this archdeaconry, pretty much 
everybody comes to deanery 
meetings.

“And there are a lot of vol-
unteers — people working very 
hard to keep parishes running.”

while some nearby parishes 
team up to for events, that isn’t 
always feasible with small popu-
lation and long distances.

“You can’t combine too much, 
because it’s too long a drive for 
people.”

For the future, pat is hopeful 
for a greater focus on youth, as 
the Archdeaconry has a strong 
commitment to camp Brook-
wood and, ideally, “i’d like to see 
the Anglican presence continue 
in the archdeaconry, so that 
more come to understand the 
importance of acknowledging 
Jesus christ as lord, and the 
resulting peace and joy that 
brings.” 

This is the second in the series on archdeaconries in the diocese. 
This month, we feature the Archdeaconry of Woodstock.

The Ven. Patricia Drummond, Archdeacon of Woodstock
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Number of: 
Parishes:  8

Congregations: 14

Church buildings: 17

Adults:  700  (2014 
statistics, adjusted 
approximately for 
missing parish)

Children:  95

Archdeaconry of Woodstock quick facts

Parishes:
• Andover 
• Canterbury  
• Denmark 
• Madawaska 
• Richmond  
• The Tobique  
• Wicklow, Wilmot, 
Peel and Aberdeen 
• Woodstock
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Dorothy Roberta Wilkes, a bequest in perpetuity
By irene ADAMs 

Dorothy roberta wilkes, by all 
accounts, was a quiet, frugal 
woman and a faithful one. she 
never married, lost her father at 
a very young age, and took care 
of her mother until Mary wilke’s 
own death at the age of 101 in 
1978.  
     Dorothy had few close friends, 
but those who were her friends 
were as loyal to her as she was 
to them.  she told her long-
time friends, David and gloria 
Macgowan, that friends were the 
“true blessings in her life.”  
     she loved scottie dogs (her 
friends had a boxer named 
Bentley, which came in a close 
second), she liked to read about 
cats and watch the deer from her 
nursing home window.   
     Dorothy was a lifelong west-
side Anglican in the city of saint 
John and attended church of the 
good shepherd, where she was 
known as an unassuming mem-
ber of the congregation. 
      Dorothy died at the age of 
100 on Jan. 25th, 2015 and is 
buried in the family plot in st. 
george’s cemetery in saint John, 
close to where she lived her 
whole life.   
     Few people knew that Doro-
thy had a benefactor, george Ar-
thur gordon Bartlett, who im-
migrated to hawaii in the early 
1920s but never forgot his older 
sister Mary, Dorothy’s mother. 
uncle Arthur, as Dorothy re-
ferred to him, died in 1966, and 

Dorothy Wilkes and her faithful friend, David McGowan in 2011. 
Dorothy left the bulk of her estate to the Diocese of Fredericton, valued 
at $5.5 million. Mr. McGowan, her executor, doubts she realized how 
wealthy she was.
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having amassed a considerable 
estate at the time, directed the 
income from his estate to take 
care of his surviving family.   
     Dorothy was the last of that 

family, and when she died, she 
made a bequest to the church of 
the good shepherd and left the 
rest of her estate to the Diocese 
of Fredericton. 

     According to her faithful 
friend and executor, David Mac-
gowan, Dorothy was never very 
good at math.  
     she lived the last 10 years of 
her life in the church of st. John 
and st. stephen home, and he 
is certain that had she realized 
the size of her estate, she prob-
ably would have stayed in her 
apartment. Dorothy’s bequest to 
the Diocese was worth approxi-
mately $5.5 million! 
     According to her will, Doro-
thy’s bequest is divided into two 
equal funds, each known as 
the “Dorothy roberta wilkes 
Memorial Fund.” while the 
capital of each trust is to remain 
intact, the income is to be used 
as directed.   
     The first fund’s income is to 
be used for the “education of 
young men and young women 
from the diocese in obtaining 
their education in studying for 
the ministry of the Anglican 
church of canada” — a testa-
ment to her strong Anglican 
faith.   
     The second fund’s income is 
to be used for the “general ex-
penses of the Diocesan synod of 
Fredericton,” and this will be left 
to the discretion of the Bishop. 
     each of the two funds is 
expected to generate income of 
approximately $100,000 a year. 
     The Diocese was astounded 
to learn about this bequest and 
even more surprised with the 
news that was to come last fall 
from the state of hawaii. 

     it seems that Dorothy’s 
generous uncle Arthur had 
made provision for the ongoing 
income from his estate when his 
last surviving relative had gone 
to glory.   
     half of the income from his 
estate, which amounts to ap-
proximately $50k us annually, 
will be directed to the Diocese of 
Fredericton with the rest going 
to a cathedral in hawaii.  
     Obviously, faith ran deep in 
the Bartlett and wilkes family!   
while discussions and arrange-
ments are ongoing to be able 
to accept receipt of the bequest 
from george Arthur Bartlett 
(us tax laws take time to sort 
through), the Diocese has al-
ready received about two-thirds 
of Dorothy’s estate, so income is 
already being accumulated. 
     As with all estates, tax returns 
must be filed and accepted be-
fore final disposition.   
     Dorothy roberta wilkes and 
george Arthur Bartlett have left 
more than a legacy. They have 
provided for the ongoing work 
of the Anglican church in New 
Brunswick as a testimony to 
their own faith.   
     Not all estates are as signifi-
cant as the ones they left behind, 
but the very fact that they rec-
ognized their faith and the role 
it played in their lives is perhaps 
more important than the size of 
those bequests.  
 
Irene Adams is the diocesan 
treasurer.

A heartfelt response  
to God’s blessing 

The story of Dorothy 
Wilkes and her uncle, George 
Bartlett, is one of faithful-
ness on many levels. Clearly 
George was blessed by God 
and he responded to the 
blessing generously. 

In the first place he en-
sured that his relatives were 
able to benefit from what 

he had received. He thought 
further ahead, though, and 
was generous to God’s work 
through the Church. 

It appears that Dorothy 
followed in his footsteps, 
and for that, as a Diocese, we 
are very grateful. 

We cannot all give dollars 
to the mission of God, but 
what can we give as a heart-
felt response to his blessing? 

Bishop David Edwards

Feb. 9, Shrove Tuesday, was a busy day in virtually every parish. Here, a pancake supper was 
held on the snowy night at the Robinsonville Fire Hall, hosted by the Parish of Restigouche. 
Manning the grills were Randy Cronkite and Gale MacKinnon.

Pancake chefs

photo by Mark Franklin

Episcopal  
announcements

March 8, 2016   The rev. 
Michael O’hara has been ap-
pointed priest and rector in the 
shared ministry in the parishes 
of hammond river and Quis-
pamsis, effective June 1. he 
leaves the parish of Newcastle-
Nelson-hardwicke.

March 1, 2016   The rev. canon 
Bonnie leBlanc, priest-in-
charge of the parish of stanley, is 
appointed regional Dean of the 
deanery of York, effective March 
1 for a three year term to Febru-
ary 2019.

Feb. 23, 2016   The rev. Greg 
Frazer has been appointed priest 
and rector in the parish of New 
Maryland, effective July 1. he 
will leave his position as chap-
lain at Dorchester penitentiary 
and his part-time ministry in 
the parish of westmorland. he 
resigned as regional dean of 
the deanery of shediac, effec-
tive March 16.

Diocesan ACW annual meeting May 3-4
Church of the Good Shepherd,  
668 Manawagonish Road, Saint John

Please pre-register by April 22. 
Registration $5; banquet $20

Information: Joan Bursey: joflo@
nb.sympatico.ca OR 506-738-2215

a r o u n d   t h e   d i o c e s e  
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Friendships, 
hard work mark 
trip to Roatan

By the rev. DeAcOn rOse 
steeves 

On Jan. 26, 11 members of the 
ecumenical team Miramichi 
worldwide left for Moncton, 
flying to Toronto and houston, 
Texas, where we spent the night. 
From there we flew into hon-
duras where we would stay until 
Feb. 12.

we were there to help kara 
and Nelson Mejia at their 
church, immanuel episcopal, 
just off the coast of honduras 
on the popular island of roatan. 
The church is partially finished 
and our goal was to continue the 
construction.

kara’s parents are the rev. 
gordon and Bell Thompson of 
Miramichi.  gordon is priest and 
rector in the parish of chatham.

kara and Nelson were at the 
airport to meet us and take us 
to our accommodations, which 
were very comfortable. 

The next day we got right to 
work. i and four other women 
on the team started a VBs for 
children, with an average of 
75 children per day for five 
days. sunday night we had our 
closing outdoors while the ser-
vice was going on inside. 

The other members of the 
team got right to work and 
helped put the steel beams 
together for the roof on the un-
finished church. The next week 

Island is made up 
of the very rich and 
the very poor, with 
few in between

the whole team worked on the 
beams, the window sills and part 
of the back wall. 

we also introduced the Aqua 
water filters we had brought, and 
with the help of Nelson, we were 
able to supply 25 people with 
a water filter. The people were 
happy to get them. later we did 
a follow-up to see how they were 
doing and they all seemed to be 
working just fine.

we visited an orphanage and 
left clothing, toys, tooth brushes 
and toothpaste for them. The 
temperature was very hot — no 
mosquitoes but a lot of geckos.  

we had two meals per day 
prepared for us and we prepared 
our own meals on the week-end. 
The food was good and we had 
bottled water to drink. we even 
visited a little fast food restau-
rant called Bojangles where they 
had chicken and French fries, 
similar to kFc.

we had a couple of days to 
enjoy some of the beauty of the 
island. we went to a beach one 
day, had a day on a catamaran 
and went snorkelling. i got a bit 
sunburned, but had a lot of fun.

we saw two big cruise ships 
come in and we visited an 
iguana farm where they had over 
4,000 iguanas. it seems that the 
island is made up of the very 
rich and the very poor and not 
too much in between.

immanuel episcopal is a very 
large building and there was much 
physical work to be done. The 
local men were very good. They 
welded and laid the cement blocks 
while we sifted gravel and mixed 
cement — sometimes by hand 
and sometimes with a mixer. 

we hauled cement blocks and 
carried the cement in a wheel-
barrow. we painted rebar and 
the plates that go on the roof to 
hold the beams. 

when the two beams are 
welded together, they weigh over 
3,500 pounds. There were five 
of them all done by hand with a 
block and tackle to lift them up.

All the trusses were supposed 
to be up in place when we ar-
rived, but because of the delay in 
receiving the materials, the work 
only started when we arrived. 
Therefore we could not finish 
the roof while we were there. 

The locals will work at it and 
another mission team will be go-
ing in March to finish the doors 
and windows.

every day when we arrived at 
the worksite, the children were 
there to greet each one of us 
with a hug.

lunch was brought to the 
workplace and everyone ate 
together. There is a lot of poverty 
there and many of the people who 
go to the church are very poor. 

i had the privilege of preach-
ing a sermon on the last sunday 
of our stay. it was quite an expe-
rience. services are held at night, 
and last two hours and a bit. 

so we arrived and sat in plas-
tic lawn chairs under a tarp roof. 
people were arriving and the 
music was playing and suddenly 

everything went pitch black. The 
power went out (which happens 
frequently in honduras) and i 
was a bit worried because i’m 
not good at remembering every-
thing i wrote. But i said a prayer 
and was ready to give it my best. 

The service started, and after 
a few minutes a motorcycle came 
and parked in the entrance and 
shone his light in. The whole place 
was bright and i could see my ser-
mon on paper. The power stayed 
off until the service was over.

The whole trip was a great 
experience and we made some 
new friends. we got to see how 
they live with very little but are 
thankful and very happy. 

i came home feeling very 
blessed to have been there and 
accomplish as much as we did. 
kara and Nelson were very good 
to us and helped us a lot, and we 
are grateful for their kindness.

The Rev. Deacon Rose Steeves lives 
in Miramichi. 

ABOVE: The rafters on the roof of Immanuel Episcopal Church in 
Roatan, Honduras have been a long time coming. A mission team from 
the Miramichi and local workers installed them in February.
TOP: The Miramichi Worldwide group: from left: David Jardine (with 
the hat), Joan Madore, Reg Flynn, Charlene Could, Sarah Williston, 
Geraldine Larsen, Janice Carter, Lois Russell,  Rose Steeves, Nelson 
Mejiha, Colin Williston and Brian Savoie.

subMitted photos

Wednesday luncheon a hit in Campobello
st. Anne’s campobello is engaging 
with the local community by providing 
wednesday luncheons with a free-will 
offering.  A variety of potluck-style dishes 
are available, with a selection of desserts 
and beverages. 

There has been a wonderful response, 
with 21 people attending the first weekly 
lunch. That exceeded expectations! The 
second had an equally good attendance.  

The very best result of this new pro-
gram is that on each of the days, non-
parishioners, new residents and even non-

resident travelers attended the lunches.   
     st. Anne’s is thrilled with the reception 
these luncheons have garnered. As no 
restaurants are open on the island during 
the winter, this should continue to be a 
well-received outreach program. 
     confirmation classes are being held 
each sunday following the service. 
layreader warren lewis is preparing five 
participants for confirmation. 

The parish Annual Meeting was held 
on Feb. 7, chaired by Archdeacon John 
Matheson.

subMitted photo
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Making music  
together

By Gisele McKniGht

sometimes he whines. he 
doesn’t like the weather too cold 
or too hot.

humidity makes him groan. 
he demands a fan in the sum-
mer, and insists on a tempera-
ture of at least 15 c in winter.

he’s a well-travelled fellow, 
but elderly — dating back to 
1835.

“he” is the organ at st. peter’s 
Anglican church in Frederic-
ton, and while he doesn’t have a 
name, organist sandra gereau 
insists he’s male. 

“it’s a boy — at least when it’s 
squawking!” she said. “some-
times there’s a terrible noise at 
the beginning, but it straightens 
out by the end of the service.”

he was built by henry Jones 
& sons in south kensington, 
england, a company that spe-
cialized in small parish organs, 
although this fellow is more 
medium-sized, with somewhere 
between 400 and 500 pipes.

it’s his bellows that date back 
to 1835. The bellows determine 
the instrument’s age and are 
considered the heart of the 
organ.

“You build an organ around 
the bellows,” said sandra.

Now, late in life, he is perched 
high above the congregation at 
st. peter’s, where every sunday 
morning, you can hear him and 
his biggest admirer, sandra, do-
ing what they love best — mak-
ing music together.

A Medley organ?
“This is the organ i learned to 

play on,” said sandra. “so i’m a 
bit possessive.”

That was in 1984 when she 
was in Fredericton to attend 
university. sandra grew up in 
saint John, taking piano lessons, 
though her music teacher was 
also an organist. sandra went 
to Boston for further training, 
and she’s been at st. peter’s since 
1995. 

her livelihood is earned at 
rogers, but her passion is mak-
ing music with one of henry 
Jones’s creations.

“At the height of his company, 
he produced a book of his organ 
works,” said sandra. “By 1881 
he had built 305 organs, 17 of 
which were shipped out of eng-
land — to Australia, New Zea-
land and canada. he was part of 
the development and growth of 
music in the British empire.”

Oh yes, she’s done her home-
work.

“This is said to be one of the 
Medley organs,” she said. “But 
the only organ mentioned is one 
he brought back from england 
for st. Anne’s chapel of ease in 
1848.”

Various rectors have said 
there were five to seven Medley 
organs in New Brunswick, and 
sandra knows of only one still in 
use, on the kingston peninsula.

“But i believe this is a Medley 
organ. it fits the time period and 
it’s the same maker — henry 
Jones.”

Well-travelled
There aren’t a lot of henry 

Jones organs left. Many have 
been lost or decommissioned, 

and a large number were lost to 
bombings during the second 
world war.

“when a bomb hit a church, 
you could hear it as it was be-
ing destroyed,” said sandra. “it 
would sound like weeping” as air 
escaped the instrument.

st peter’s organ has had many 
homes, at st. Augustine catho-
lic church in westfield and st. 
James the less in renforth.

“Before that, we don’t know,” 
said sandra. “it started its life 
in Fredericton in an Anglican 
church, but we don’t know 
where. Tracing an organ’s history 
is difficult.”

it’s been at st. peter’s since 
renovations in 1979, and perhaps 
this will be its final destination. 

tracker organ
“This is considered an origi-

nal instrument,” said sandra. “it 
means it’s in its original state. 
The mechanisms are pretty basic 
— wood, tin pipes, reeds, leather 
connectors and wire holding the 
parts together. 

“it also means this type of 
organ will last a long time. There 
is very little to go wrong on it.”

it’s a tracker organ, which 
means the action is mechanical. 
The tracker action, said sandra, 
is a mechanical link between 
the key and the amount of wind 
pressure used in playing a note 
on the organ.   

The trackers are long strips of 
wood that connect the key-
boards. when a note is played, 
the trackers pull close to the end 
of the keyboard to create ten-
sion. This means that tracker or-

gans have “touch” and the more 
stops that are pulled to make the 
sound of a note, the physically 
harder the key is to push down.

Duct tape will do
The only modification has 

been the replacement of the bel-
lows with an electric air system. 

in 20 years of playing it, the air 
system failed just once — when 
a choir member tipped his chair 
back and tore a hole in the hose.

“we heard this great big 
woosh and my face just got 
white,” said sandra. “But there 
was actually enough air to finish 
the service.”

Afterwards she went out to her 
car and found some duct tape.  
     “it’s been there ever since and 
that was seven or eight years ago.”

A spiritual process
A tuning every couple of 

years is all the organ needs to 
make the music sandra so loves 
— elizabethan, Baroque (espe-
cially Bach and handel), ger-
man, French and english organ 
music, French noels, and english 

voluntary suites.
“The music conveys a lot of 

emotion,” said sandra. “st. Au-
gustine said those who sing pray 
twice. Music and song are parts 
of the realm of spirituality.

“The music here is greater 
than the sum of its parts.”

Another of those parts is the 
choir at st. peter’s, which sandra 
directs. when she arrived two 
decades ago, it was a woman’s 
choir, but it’s evolved into a 
mixed choir of eight people.

“we’re particularly blessed,” 
said sandra. “The women have 
been singing together for many 
years. They have a blend that’s 
very special. And the men keep 
us in line and organized.”

sandra, the choir and her be-
loved organ continue to carry on 
a tradition that is losing ground.

“Music within the church 
must accentuate and support the 
liturgy. it’s not performance,” 
said sandra. “when you get 
that combination it taps into 
that spirituality. The congrega-
tion understands. it’s a spiritual 
process going on.”

ABOVE: Sandra Gereau has been playing the organ at St. Peter’s since 1995. 
RIGHT: The choir at St. Peters is small but mighty. Front: Betty Adams,  Linda Doherty and Beth 
Corscadden. Back: Grant Good, Sandra and Wilfred Alliston. Missing from photo: Mike Doherty and 
Brenda Smith.

Mcknight photos

Annual Spring Tea 
 

Saturday, May 7, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.  
St. Mary and St. Bartholomew’s Church 

646 Westmorland Road, Saint John 
$7 for adults 

Sandwiches and cakes; silent auction,  
baked goods, new-to-you tables
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Lenten reflections on the life of a parish nurse
By Gisele McKniGht

During the lenten season, 
we are encouraged to reflect. 
with that in mind, the Acw 
of christ church cathedral 
invited their recently retired 
parish nurse, isabel cutler, to 
present a reflection on her life.

This is a report from that 
Feb. 17 meeting — isabel’s life 
reflection, not only her com-
ings and goings, but the com-
munities she became a part of, 
and the warmth and love of 
christ she found in the people 
with whom she has crossed 
paths. 

she entitled her presenta-
tion, “The challenge is to be 
me, with god’s grace – an 
ongoing life adventure.”

“lent is a time of reflection,” 
said isabel. “we reflect on our 
lives, so i’ve had this opportu-
nity to pause, reflect on god’s 
presence in my life and his 
leading me where he wanted 
me to be.

“The challenge is to be who 
god wants me to be.”

isabel is 69, newly retired 
after 50 years of nursing. her 
final assignment, for the past 
10 years, has been as the par-
ish nurse at christ church 
cathedral.

“The last part of my career 
was definitely the icing on the 
cake for me,” she said.

she is a wife, mother and 
grandmother, and recently 
diagnosed with a chronic 
disease that requires daily 
medication. Now, she told her 
audience, she has to do what 
she’s pleaded with patients to 
do throughout her career — 
take their medication!

Born in Yorkshire, england, 
isabel was raised in great Yar-
mouth, Norfolk. An only child, 
she always lived in a hospital 
setting, because her mother was 
an assistant matron and her 
father taught nurses’ training.

“it was a wonderful sense 
of community even though i 
didn’t have siblings,” she said.

she told of the scottish 
fishermen and their wives who 
would come to Norfolk to fish 
each year. The crowd would 
come to isabel’s home for 

prayer meetings, sharing their 
faith and their stories, while 
her mother and father served 
tea and sandwiches. 

“it was a real christian 
community, even though i 
didn’t realize what it was at the 
time,” she said.

isabel went to boarding 
school at age 10, and when she 
finished her education she was 
absolutely sure of what she did 
not want to do.

“i said i was never, never, 
never going to be a nurse,” she 
said. “But all of a sudden, i 
changed my mind.”

her mother sent her to st. 
george’s hospital in london 
for initial training, after which 
she chose midwifery and pub-
lic health on which to focus. 
she was sent to walton on 
Thames in surrey for training 
in public health services to the 
poor of the community.

in the town there was 
a couple with a new baby 
who had been born at home 
without any medical interven-
tion whatsoever. The parents 
had refused to let anyone in 
their house, least of all anyone 

official. 
For whatever reason, it fell 

to isabel to visit them as a 
public health nurse. Nervous 
and afraid as she approached 
the house, she prayed for guid-
ance.

what she found inside was 
a desperate couple needing 
help but afraid authorities 
would take their six-month-
old child, who had multiple 
disabilities. isabel reassured 
them and gave them the help 
they needed.

Two years later, looking for 
adventure, isabel applied for 
a new job. That brought her 
to the international grenfell 
Association in st. Anthony, 
Newfoundland & labrador.

her arrival was most unwel-
coming. she was a passenger in 
a six-seater plane that skidded 
sideways down the runway 
before stopping at the terminal 
— a Nissen hut. 

“i was the public health 
nurse for the whole peninsula 
area,” she said, adding she used 
snowmobiles, boats and a Jeep 
to get around.

in Newfoundland, she met 

the man she still calls the love 
of her life, Nathan cutler. he 
was a student at Memorial 
university who eventually be-
came an educational psycholo-
gist. They married the day after 
he graduated with a bachelor’s 
degree.

working in various places 
in Newfoundland and eventu-
ally in New Brunswick, she 
was blessed with communi-
ties that welcomed her and 
demonstrated their great care 
of people and faith in god.

in New Brunswick in the 
1990s, she and Nathan began 
a business developing software 
to help special needs children. 
isabel worked at both the hos-
pital and the business.

Throughout their careers 
and married lives, both isabel 
and Nathan felt great stirrings 
to investigate further ministry 
— even the priesthood. Both 
were accepted by AcpO (Ad-
visory committee On postu-
lants for Ordination) at various 
points in their lives. isabel 
even began studies at Atlantic 
school of Theology. Neither, 
however, pursued it, feeling 

it was not right for them, and 
have found other ways to serve 
god.

“parish nursing at the 
cathedral has been a blessing 
for me,” she said. “it’s the joy 
of collegiality, not just with the 
parish nursing team, but with 
the congregation too. we’ve 
had a lot of support and care 
from a lot of people.”

Finally retired, isabel 
devotes herself to her family, 
including her grandchildren. 
One recent bonus has been 
finding her half-sister, whose 
birth was the result of her 
father’s lapse when isabel was a 
teenager. her sister is german. 

Not long ago, isabel typed 
her sister’s name into Face-
book, found a woman with 
that name, sent a private 
message and got a prompt and 
positive reply. her sister was 
living in saskatchewan at the 
time but has since moved to 
spain. They have talked on the 
phone. 

isabel left her Acw audi-
ence with an excerpt from 
the book, “in Age reborn” by 
sister Thelma Ann ssJD. These 
are words taken from a retreat 
led by Margaret silf and wor-
thy of reflection during this 
lenten season:

“each of us walks a pathway 
through life and that pathway is 
unique. if i do not walk it in a 
way that makes me a channel of 
grace, no one ever will. My par-
ticular track, traced through my 
life events, my relationships, my 
unique mix of gifts and weak-
nesses… is becoming a channel 
of god’s redeeming love, if i 
am willing to live through, with 
and in god.”

Newly retired parish nurse Isabel Cutler during a Lenten presentation Feb. 17. At top right, Isabel as 
she looked a few decades ago as a public health nurse working on the south coast of Newfoundland & 
Labrador.

Mcknight photo

WHEN YOU ... listen with all your heart • honour your elders • encourage young people to take over the church often and 

loudly • choose good over evil • welcome the stranger • write the government about the issues that matter • invite a  
co-worker to church • help your dad do housework • get messy with your Sunday school kids • say “Thank you Lord” 

and mean it • Tweet your blessings one by one • introduce your grandchildren to nature • read and share God’s word • 
 ...THEN YOU ARE LIVING THE MARKS OF MISSION  www.anglican.ca/marks

a r o u n d   t h e   d i o c e s e  
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Multi-nation initiative includes Fredericton

The taking apart and putting back together of Bishop Matthias’s car 
along the side of the road is, unfortunately, a common occurrence 
in the Diocese of Ho, because there is so much wrong with his 
vehicle. Bystanders with some knowledge of mechanics are quick 
to help, but the more safe and long-term solution is a vehicle in 
better condition with which to carry out the ministry entrusted to 
the bishop. At right is Bishop Matthias of Ho. 

subMitted photos

 
Noticing God - A Prayer Retreat

Hosted by the Diocesan Spiritual  
Development Team and Camp Medley.   
A time for resting in God and sharing  

our stories of the meditative prayer study  
and/or how God has showed up  

in our lives and churches. 
Refreshments at 9:30 and lunch provided.   

$15 per person or as able 

April 30, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.  
Camp Medley,  

Upper Gagetown

Heart for Asia  
prayer conference 

June 3-5  
 

Crandall University, Moncton 
annual missions conference  

for Overseas Missionary 
Fellowship  

(formerly China inland Mission) 

Theme: Facing The  
Task Unfinished

www.heartforasia.ca/

Mothers’ Union  
2016 rally 

April 23, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.  

St. Mary & St. Bartholomew’s Church,  
646 Westmorland Road, Saint John 

 
Theme: Celebrating Our Faith 

Registration: $10, due April 15 to  
Bonnie Greenwood, 158 Odell Ave,  

Fredericton E3B 2L5 (robgre@rogers.com) 

Information: Adele Knox  
(spitfireadele@gmail.com)

By heAther Miller 

Over the past eight years 
our relationship with 
the Diocese of Ho, 

Ghana, has developed into a 
warm and caring connection 
between two very different 
Christian communities.  
     Although we have helped 
the Diocese with funding for 
corn mills and a synod office, 
this is not the essence of our 
relationship. We have made 
friends with a people far away 
who many of us may never 
meet, but we pray for them 
daily and we rejoice when 
Bishop Matthias manages a 
visit every year or so. 
     We would like to meet 
more often and to get to know 
more people in each diocese, 
but time, distance and costs 
make this difficult. For the 
young people and clergy who 
have visited Ho, it has been 
a truly uplifting and spiritual 
experience. In the future we 
hope that youth from Ho can 
visit here in New Brunswick. 
     The reality is that minis-
try in Ghana and in Canada 
are very different. Our dio-
cese struggles with budgets, 
dwindling parishioners and a 
changing society.  
     In Ho, Ghana, the struggle 
is reaching the people in 
isolated towns and villages, 
trying to find clergy for these 
parishes and trying to bring 
in funds to build schools, 
churches and mission houses 
in an extremely poor area.   
     There are plenty of Chris-
tians to minister to and the 
churches are overflowing and 
to worship with them is to ex-
perience a joy and enthusiasm 
for God’s love that is often 
missing in our own services. 
     But there are issues and 

needs that hinder the ministry 
of Bishop Matthias and his 
clergy. One of these is trans-
portation, to which every visi-
tor to Ho can relate. 
     In January, Bishop David 
Edwards and the Companion 
Diocese Committee received 
an email from Canon David 
Power from the Deanery of 
Portsmouth, England. The 
Diocese of Portsmouth also 
has a relationship with Ho 
and helps pay for clergy and 
provide motorbikes for that 
diocese.  
     His concern was with the 
state of Bishop Matthias’s 
vehicle. Canon David has first-
hand knowledge of the condi-
tion of the bishop’s car and the 
roads on which he has to drive 
to carry on his work.  
     “Within hours of our arrival 
in Accra it became apparent 
that there were major issues 
with his car,” he said. 
     “During our visit, the num-
ber and range of problems was 
extraordinary: electrical, air 
conditioning, ignition, steer-
ing, cooling system, gears, 
central locking system, and 
most alarming of all, brakes. 
Quite simply, the car broke 
down every day!  
     “We drove hundreds of 
miles with virtually no brakes, 
often pumping frantically 
to prevent a collision.” He 
remembers taking a photo 
of smoke billowing from the 
front brakes, “knowing we 
still had many steep sections 
of road, with hairpin bends, to 
negotiate as we travelled over 
the mountains to the north of 
Ho — and this was the day 
when the brakes failed com-
pletely.”  
     As Companion Diocese 
Committee chair, I know well 
the trials Bishop Matthias 

and other clergy face in their 
travels for the diocese.  
     The vehicle Bishop David 
and I travelled in during our 
stay in Ghana was certainly 
not road safe and gave us 
many hazardous moments. 
Driving down a deserted 
jungle road at midnight with-
out proper brakes may seem 
foolhardy to some, but it’s a 
fact of life for Bishop Matthias 
— and for us in that instance! 
     Canon David of Ports-
mouth has proposed that 
between his diocese and ours, 
and with help from a congre-
gation in Charlotte, North Car-
olina, where Bishop Matthais’s 
daughter worships, fundraising 
efforts should be able to pro-
duce enough to help purchase 
a good quality, used four‐
wheel drive vehicle to resolve 
this transportation issue.  
     Canon David is launching 
an appeal in his diocese in 

England, which he hopes to 
wrap up this spring. 
     Our Companion Diocese 
Committee is very pleased 
with this offer to help Bishop 
Matthias and pray our diocese 
will lend their blessings and 
financial support. 
     Bishop David is behind the 
initiative because of his first-
hand knowledge in Ho.   
     “Brakes are definitely an 
issue with Bishop Matthias’s 
vehicle; on our drive from 
Accra to Ho the whole system 
failed and we drove the final 
leg of the journey without any. 
     “The next day they were re-
paired, but I was not too con-
fident as we travelled through 
the mountains,” he said. 
     Bishop David’s experiences 
in Ho have been welcoming 
and pleasant and he feels a 
strong connection between the 
two dioceses.  
     “Matthias has been very 

generous in providing hos-
pitality to us. I would like to 
be able to help him,” said the 
bishop.
     The Companion Diocese 
Committee has gained the 
approval of Diocesan Council 
to strengthen communication 
and improve our capacity to 
share in each other’s ministry 
through the purchase of video 
conferencing equipment both 
here and in Ghana in 2017.
     There is a lot of excitement 
about what benefits this could 
produce. Imagine sharing in 
prayer across the ocean. We 
could also participate in face-
to-face discussions about our 
mutual dreams to further grow 
this ministry relationship.
     With the generous support 
of parishes and individual 
parishioners, we have been 
able to do so much in the past 
to support our Companion 
Diocese, and through our con-
tinued efforts, the ministry of 
Bishop Matthias can be made 
more efficient, and more safe. 
     If you are called to help 
support this ministry, you can 
do this through your parish 
or directly to the Diocese of 
Fredericton by cheque, e-
offering or credit card. 
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By Gisele McKniGht

Maren Mclean persaud knows 
that leadership training for 
teenagers works. she points to 
herself as the proof.

“i didn’t enjoy camp much. 
i was a quiet kid,” she said.

But years later, when she 
was 16, she was invited to a 
leader-in-Training camp pro-
gram which had a great impact 
on her.

“it’s the reason i’m still in-
volved in camp. it set me off on 
a good foot,” said the director 
of camp Medley.

This summer, camp 
Medley is expanding its 
leader-in-Training (liT), 
with space for up to 24 young 
people. 

“it was two weeks, now it’s 
three,” said Maren. “Anyone 
16 or older who is interested 
in serving others and explor-
ing their faith in a leadership 
setting should apply.”

The liT program will have 
two, three-week sessions this 
summer. The program works 
as a transition from camper 
to counsellor. The liT partici-
pants will work with two ex-
perienced counsellors to learn 
the basics and then job shadow 
counsellors in cabins.

“For the first time this 
summer, we’ll have people 
whose sole job is to develop 
this program and lead it. They 

Camp is hitting the road
Leader-in-Training 
program is an 
investment in youth 
and their parishes

will be there solely for liTs,” 
said Maren.

it is, at its heart, a recruit-
ment and training program 
to ensure camp Medley will 
have a good supply of quali-
fied, experienced counsellors 
as the teens progress from 
high school to post-secondary 
education.

The cost of the three-week 
program is $500, and Ma-
ren encourages applicants to 
approach their parish about 
financial support.

“it’s an investment in young 
people, not just for camp 
leadership, but also for par-
ishes to have potential youth 
leaders for their own future. 
it’s potential leadership in the 
community, the schools and 
the church,” she said.

“Any parish with kids 16 or 
over with a talent for leader-
ship, send them our way!”

The liT program has 
another new aspect this year 
called camp On The road. 
The pilot project is a partner-
ship between camp Medley 
and a couple of local parishes. 
After a couple of weeks of 
training at camp, the liTs, 
their liT directors and some 
camp staff will visit a parish 
for a week to put on children’s 
ministry, for example, a day 
camp VBs-style program.

Maren said there are three 
goals for camp On The road: 
bring a unique ministry pro-
gram to parishes; bring camp 
to kids who may not be able to 
come to camp; and to give the 
liTs and staff a unique, hands-
on learning experience.

“All the parishes need to do 
is provide the volunteers, the 

space and the promotion for 
it,” said Maren.

This year, being a trial run, 
they are sticking close to home 
so the groups can return to 
camp Medley each night. 
They are partnering with the 
parish of gagetown, which is 
close by; and the parish of st. 
Margaret’s and christ church 
(parish church) in Frederic-
ton, which are teaming up for 
the program. 

st. Margaret’s had a suc-
cessful VBs last summer and 
jumped at the chance to add 
the camp aspect this year.

“we found out about the 
program from Maren when 
she made a presentation at our 
deanery meeting. it seemed 
like a wonderful opportunity 
for our parish to tap into this 
unique program,” said the rev. 
rick robinson. “Our DVBs 
last summer, sponsored by 
Foundation For life funding, 
left us with 10 very enthused 
children, looking forward to 
returning this August.”

he’s excited about the part-
nership with the camp.

“it’s a very affordable option 
for us and we are thrilled that 
camp Medley is providing 
the resources,” he said. “The 
children will benefit from the 
expertise of Maren and her 
team of youth workers.”

The rev. wandlyn snel-
grove, rector of christ church 
(parish church), is eagerly an-
ticipating camp On The road 
this summer as well.

“we are looking forward to 
some fresh ideas coming into 
our church which we can use 
as a springboard for program-
ming throughout the year,” she 

Tayler Trenzek-Jeall, right, was one of several Leaders-in-Training 
at Camp Medley in recent years. This year the program has been 
expanded to accommodate up to 24 LITs, and they will all get 
a chance to practice new skills both at the camp and at nearby 
churches.  

said. 
“we also hope it will help 

our children make a connec-
tion to camp Medley and all 
it has to offer youth. Training 
leaders for camp on the road 
might encourage our older 
youth to contribute to chil-
dren’s programming in their 
home churches.”

with most of the details in 
place for this July and August’s 
program, Maren has high 
hopes for camp On The road 
next year.

“Our hope is that camp On 
The road can extend beyond 
the liT program, and we hope 
that with interest, we could 
spend all summer doing camp 
On The road and going far-
ther away,” she said.

she encourages any parishes 
interesting in hosting camp 
On The road to contact her.

“it’s still in the beginning 
stages, but it’s exciting,” she 
said. “At the end of last sum-
mer, we dreamed about what-
if, and now it’s happening!”

subMitted photo

i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l   m i n i s t r i e s

Themed camps each week 
from July 3-Aug. 12

Kids 5-14, don’t miss out 
this summer!  

Florenceville-Bristol, NB 
campbrookwood.ca

Camp Brookwood
Send a kid to Camp Medley

Camp Medley  
fundraising dinner

Saturday, April 23, 6:30 p.m. 
Christ Church (Parish) Church, 

Fredericton

MENU: roast beef and gravy, 
Yorkshires, roasted potatoes, 

roasted green beans and coloured 
peppers, mixed green salad, rolls, 

strawberry cheesecake,  
coffee and tea. 

Price: $30 
Tickets available at the diocesan office: 459-1801;  

or email campmedley@anglican.nb.ca

TEC
                  Teens Encounter Christ

A weekend free of  stress, pressure, school, 
work and home, where you’ll  

have an opportunity with others to 
experience Jesus Christ. 

What you’ll find: discussions, questions, 
worship, live music, fun, fellowship, food,  

no judgments.

Victoria Day weekend,  
May 21-23 @ Camp Medley

Download the brochure and registration 
form: http://anglican.nb.ca/events/2016_

TEC24_candidate_application.pdf

 

Teens Encounter Christ 
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m u s i c    c o l u m n 

Rev. Chris Hayes is a musician 
as well as  a priest serving  in 
the Parish of Salisbury and 
Havelock. 

Newsboys back at it with Love Riot
Veteran artists are not 

a dime a dozen in 
the market known as 

“christian contemporary,” so 
when the Newsboys, as one of 
those veteran artists, releases 
an album, different folks look 
for different things.   
     some look for the group to 
put out a new sound, moving 
in a new direction, taking the 
next step in the evolution of 
that thing called Newsboys. 

Others look for more of what 
made them great in the first 
place, as if there were some mu-
sical magic formula that would 
guarantee success.   
     Their latest album, love riot, 
features 10 news songs, with a 
couple destined to be part of the 
“best of” compilations for sure.   
Be aware: if you knew the 
Newsboys before, you still 
know them; there is not much 

in the way of “next step” here.
Newsboys fans will like 

the album. The band returns 
with a slightly harder edge, as 
evidenced in the lead-off track, 
“crazy.” it has a nice thump to 
it that drives the beat, and the 
lyrics are rather well-crafted, 
throwing up ideas of the first 
being last, losing your life to 
save it and so on. it is sure to 
be a favourite on radio and in 
concert. 

similarly, “hero” and the 
first single off the album, 
“guilty” offer strong guitar-led 

riffs, though the songs are not 
quite as well-written, nor per-
haps as thoroughly thought out.  

Most Newsboys albums fall 
into a similar template: they lead 
off with strong songs, fall into a 
slight mediocrity in the middle, 
and then the album picks up 
steam for a great finish.  

sadly, the same holds 
true for love riot. The three 
middle songs not only sound 
a lot alike, but also suffer from 
rather formulaic writing and 

performance. The lyrics are 
rather lacklustre, and the songs 
are musical predictable.  

if there were only one of 
these three songs, the album 
would hold together much 
better, and perhaps have more 
thrust and direction to the end 
of the record as a whole.  

instead, the album’s theme 
of boldness of faith (a News-
boys favourite), gets lost in 
these lukewarm tunes with 
half-hearted proclamations.

i almost didn’t review this 
album. Just the same, every 
Newsboys album launch is a 
notable event in the industry, 
and whether a person is a fan 
or not, many people listen 
to — and take note of — the 
album.   
     The Newsboys have not 
been the same band since peter 
Furler left, though that is no 

fault of his, the band’s, or cur-
rent lead singer Michael Tait.   
     in the Furler era, the band 
was more innovative, and 
seemed to push the envelope 
further. in recent times, the 
albums seem more similar, 
destined to follow a similar 
mould, which leaves innova-
tion behind.  
     Don’t get me wrong. This is 
a strong album; the Newsboys 
have not lasted this long with-
out something to show for it.   
     There are a lot of good 
songs, and some good music 
in these 10 tracks that will be 
loved by many people. Just 
don’t look for anything new or 
cutting edge on this project.

Dr. Barry Craig, priest in good standing in the Diocese of Fredericton; 
Vice-President (Academic and Research), St. Thomas University, Fredericton; 
on July 1, he will become principal of Huron University College, London, Ont.

Favourite book of the Bible - Luke’s Gospel

Provenance (birthplace) - Moncton

What you love most about God – Unbounded grace and love

Favourite place on Earth - Florence, Italy 

Farthest you’ve been from home - Beijing

Favourite meal or dessert - Bread pudding at The Cabin

Biggest fear – Spiders

Hidden talent – I’m really good at parallel parking!

Favourite movie or book – Casablanca (movie); The Divine Comedy (book)

Your hobby – Tennis and travel

Three things always in your fridge – Ice cream, olives, jam

Favourite sports team - The glorious Red Sox

March 6th services at Christ Church (Parish) Church in 
Fredericton were shared by Archdeacon Tom Crowther 
and his daughter, the Rev. Wandlyn Snelgrove, who 
invited him as guest preacher. He spoke on our call to be 
the hands of Christ in our daily lives.  

Family business

christopher robinson photo

The Creation Matters Working Group invites 
you to observe Earth Day on April 22.

The 5th Mark of Mission is ‘Look after the 
planet.’ Google earth day to find out how. 
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Your YIG news

The coffeehouse  
fact-finding mission
The Archdeaconry coffee-
house conversations began 
with the Archdeaconry of 
Fredericton on Feb. 26. 
     The first event was small but 
conversation regarding youth 
ministry was started. By the 
time this is published, kings-
ton and kennebecasis (March 
3) and woodstock (March 
19th) will have taken place. 

The Yig team is hoping to 
hear from all parishes con-
cerning what youth ministry is 
and isn’t working, what are the 
parish/archdeaconry dreams 
or hopes and how the Yig 
team can assist. 
     For parishes unable to 
participate in the coffeehouses, 
a short survey will be sent out 
to provide the Yig team with 
information for planning short 

and long term strategies and 
vision for the diocese. cop-
ies of the survey can be found 
on the Yig Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/Yigfton) 
or request one by contacting 
yigfton@gmail.com. 

Upcoming Archdeaconry 
coffeehouse conversations: 
• Archdeaconry of st. Andrews 
- April 2, 10 a.m. All saints, st. 
Andrews 
• Archdeaconry of Chatham 
- April 9, 9:30 a.m. parish of 
New Brandon 
• Archdeaconry of Saint John 
- TBA
• Archdeaconry of Moncton - 
TBA

• • •  

The Mission:  
stones Across the Water 
stones Across the water is the 
name of the Yig team’s up-
coming youth mission confer-

ence, happening on May 28-29 
at camp Medley.  
     The conference’s name, 
stones Across the water, 
comes from the Mother Teresa 
quote, “i alone cannot change 
the world, but i can cast a 
stone across the waters to cre-
ate many ripples.”  
     This quote can inspire our 
youth, knowing that by work-
ing together in mission and 
following Jesus’ plan, they too 
can make a difference.

it is Yig’s goal and respon-
sibility to create and develop 
disciples of our youth through 
both traditional and innovative 
ways. 

The Yig team believes the 
time is right for a youth-cen-
tered event that will draw on 
these themes. 

last summer there were 
over 700 children and youth 
who took part in at least one 
youth-related diocesan —

camping ministry at Medley 
or Brookwood; st. Michael’s 
Youth conference, Tec and 
Diocesan choir school.  
     Often they are pumped up 
and ready to take on the world 
in the name of Jesus, but after 
returning to their normal lives 
and communities, the op-
portunity to plug into mission 
may be lost or misused.  
     we have to seek out these 
opportunities when our youth 
return and allow them to flour-
ish in their communities.  
stones Across the water is hop-
ing to bridge that gap and find 
ways for our youth to plug into 
mission in their communities.

The conference is open to 
any youth ages 13-18 from the 
diocese. Through speakers and 
various workshops, the youth 
will learn how to be missional.    

There will be an emphasis 
on local mission opportunities 
but internationally as well.  
     The cost for the weekend is 
$25. registration is available 
on the Diocese of Fredericton 
website. 

The Yig team is encourag-
ing parishes to encourage their 
youth to participate.  
     if any adults who would like 
to volunteer, contact the Yig 
team. we could use your skills 
and assistance. Further infor-
mation can be found in eNews, 
the Yig Facebook page or via 
email: yigfton@gmail.com. 

One Final note
The Youth and inter-

generational team — Yig 
— has their own Facebook 
page where all youth-related 
news and events are posted. To 
receive updates press like on 
the page. To check it out, visit 
www.facebook.com/Yigfton

The Yig team has a new 
email address that will be used 
for all future correspondence: 
yigfton@gmail.com .

each parish will receive a 
youth package in the mail that 
will include posters for 2016 
Yig events, stones Across the 
water, and camp Medley plus 
informational material. There 
will also be a short youth in-
formation survey. let the Yig 
team know if you do not get 
this package.

please continue to read 
up on Yig events on the NB 
Anglican, eNews and now 
Facebook and email. 

i n t e r g e n e r a t i o n a l   m i n i s t r i e s

By chris hAyes
 
The parish of salisbury and 
havelock hosts a monthly Din-
ner & A Movie series that has 
been a delightful evening for 
many people in the communi-
ties of the parish.  

All are invited, and we have 
welcomed many friends from be-
yond the members of the parish.  

Alternating between 
churches in salisbury and 
petitcodiac, folks are invited 
to a pot-luck supper (whether 
they can bring something or 
not), and once everyone is 
seated to eat, the movie begins. 

past movies have included 
Paper Planes, Do You Believe, 
Contact, The Theory of Every-

thing, and The Blind Side.  
A “living room” atmosphere 

is encouraged, where people 
can get up for seconds, dessert, 
seconds of dessert, more coffee 
and so on. A short discussion 
takes place after the movie.

it is interesting to see and 
hear what aspects of the movie 
affected people; it is often 
very different from our own 
perspectives!  

A free-will offering is taken 
up, which supports a number 
of different organizations — 
food banks, particular needs 
at that time in the community 

and so on.
A typical night draws about 

25 people. These nights are not 
a great deal of work, yet go a 
long way to fostering stronger 
relationships among people of 
the community. 

The movies are varied in 
topic, style and era. we try not 
to show anything more than 
two hours long, and try to 
have movies that younger kids 
might like fairly often. 

conversation afterwards 
has been energetic, and has 
involved many people sharing 
their thoughts and feelings. 

i can sense many great 
things happening, things both 
big and small that, honestly, 
defy description.  

such is the power of a good 
story — christian people 

Dinner & 
A Movie 
draws a 
crowd

should know something about 
that.

The Rev. Chris Hayes is priest-
in-charge in the Parish of 
Salisbury and Havelock.

LEFT: Even little Nicholas Hamper (right) is in on the 
movie watching.
RIGHT: Lining up for dinner with Sarah Hayes out front.
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