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Mordecai’s Context:
· The book of Esther is written from the perspective of being able to 

return to Jerusalem, but choosing not to.
· It is set in the Jewish diaspora of the Persian Empire- the scattering 

of the Jewish people among the nations, which was no small issue 
for the people of Israel.

His Background:
· Mordecai is a Jew from the tribe of Benjamin, living in Susa.
· He is a descendant of Kish, who was a descendant of Saul (a former 

king of Israel). 
· Mordecai is a foreigner who has been able to assimilate enough 

into the society of the Persian Empire to be trusted to serve in the 
capital city.

· He raised his orphaned cousin, Esther, as his own daughter.

Mordecai’s Story:
· There are four main characters in the book of Esther:

o Esther
o Xerxes, King of the Persian Empire
o Mordecai
o Haman, second in command in the Persian Empire

· After the banishment of the queen, Xerxes holds a competition to 
find a new queen- and the winner is Esther. At the direction of 
Mordecai, she does not reveal that she is a Jew. 

· Mordecai continues to gain trust in the empire, and Esther 
continues to follow Mordecai’s advice. 

· Life begins to change when Xerxes promotes Haman, an Agagite. 
o Haman’s ancestor, Agag, was king of the Amalekites when 

Saul was the king of Israel. The Amalekites were historically a 
great enemy of the Israelites. Thus, there is some pre-
existing tension between Haman and Mordecai. 

o This is heightened when Mordecai refuses to bow to Haman.
· Haman decides to take advantage of the situation and hatches a 

plot to kill all the Jews of the Persian Empire.
· Mordecai is devastated, and asks Esther to take action, which she 

does. Her actions end up saving the Jews, and lead to Haman’s 



execution. Mordecai is honored for his relationship to Esther, and 
on the very same days that the Jews were to be annihilated, they 
hold feasts and celebrate their deliverance- a celebration known as 
the Festival of Purim. 

Who, Mordecai?
· Mordecai was a man who was far from perfect, and grew up in a 

foreign land that did not respect or understand the worship of the 
Jews

· He had not experienced the presence of the God whom he had 
been taught to worship 

· But he did have several admirable qualities that he does have going 
for him:

o He thought of others first.
o He allowed and trusted God to work out the details in his 

personal life.
o He seemed to be dominated by a sense of mission.
o He realized that the ‘story’ was not about him as an 

individual- it was about God. 

Who, Us?
· The status quo is never such, and things can always change.
· Let’s think of others first.
· Let’s trust and allow God to work out the details in our lives. 
· Let’s be dominated by a sense of mission.
· Let’s remember that the story isn’t about us- it’s about God, who is 

writing the story.

Discussion:
· What aspects of Mordecai’s story struck you the most? 
· Could you relate to Mordecai’s story? How?
· Have you ever found yourself in a situation that seemed like it 

couldn’t change?
· How can you use what God has given you, in the setting that God 

has placed you in?


