
 
 

“Correction Lines”   -   August 126, 2020 
 

OPEN 

 
“Correction lines were…begun in western Canada in 1871…which laid out 
nearly uniform land parcels….But the world isn’t orderly….it isn’t a cube. It’s a 
sphere. If you lay out orderly meridian lines beginning at a specific latitude and 
head north, eventually all your northbound roads will converge toward the 
North Pole. Then your nice square ten-acre plots will become ever-narrowing 
trapezoids, until they taper away to a triangle and then to nothing….The 
Dominion Land Survey….added correction lines to the north road markings. 
Correction lines are roads that jog the meridians east or west…placed…every 
24 miles.”    (https://laureenmarchand.com/2016/05/20/correction-line-principle/) 
 
As Christians, we need to understand the “correction lines” which God 
establishes in our spiritual journey.  Our lives are not “square” but are 
messy…often because of our own disobedience. 
 
In our exploration of Nehemiah we have observed the recalculating required in 
the face of life’s detours.  When you add our own waywardness, there are often 
times God brings a corrective measure into our lives.  C.S. Lewis once 
observed, “Pain insists upon being attended to. God whispers to us in our 
pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our pain. It is his 
megaphone to rouse a deaf world.” 
 
Nehemiah and his fellow Israelites needed to be roused!  The fact that 
Nehemiah was an exile in Assyria was part of a major “correction line” that God 
imposed upon Israel.  And with the help of the Holy Spirit, such times will allow 
us to be alerted to detours or disobedience – and to develop greater 
dependence upon God. 
 
The prayers in Nehemiah reveal a posture of dependence.  We have 
considered six prayers – the last (“Amen! Amen!” – 8:6) was uttered by the 
people in response to the reading of God’s Word.  Their conviction led to a 
renewed covenant – a transformed lifestyle (see 9:38-10:39).  Today we look 
at the prayer which makes up much of chapter 9.  What kind of prayer is it?  It 
is a prayer of confession.  As much as Nehemiah is a book about wall 
reconstruction it is also about the reinstruction and revival of God’s people 
(Victorious Christian Service, Allan Redpath, F. H. Revell, 1958, 137,153ff). 

Spiritual revival and renewal come when Christians pay attention to the 
“correction lines” which God brings into our lives.  For the Israelites in our 
passage this was a formal, national confession – see verses 1-5.  Confession 
essentially means agreeing with God that we have fallen short of His perfection.  
I John 1:8-9 makes it clear that to ignore our sin is to be self-deceived.  
However, if we agree with God’s assessment, He will be “faithful and just and 
will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” 
 
Nehemiah 9:6-37 is part of the comprehensive confession of the people.  In 
fact, it provides six pillars of truth which support us in moving from conviction 
towards covenant;  from living in disobedience to a life of obedience. 
 

 Creation  -  v. 6  
 
First, we must acknowledge God as creator.  This is much deeper than 
rejecting the theory of evolution.  It is about seeing God as originator and owner 
of everything that exists – which includes you and me!  This is the expression of 
verse 6, “You alone are the LORD.  You have made the heavens.”  If we cannot 
see God in this way, we will never be honest about the need for spiritual 
correction.  Whether it the problem was division in the church, lawsuits, or 
immorality, Paul challenged the Corinthians, “You are not your own…” (I 
Corinthians 6:19)    
 

 Selection  -  vv. 7-8 
 
Next, we must remember that God calls and chooses those who will follow 
Him.  Such is the story of Israel: “You are the LORD God, who chose Abram” 
(v.7)  God sovereignly selects His followers – but this does not mean He “de-
selects” some.  The Bible welcomes all to enter a renewed relationship with 
God, by faith in Jesus.  God’s selection is towards wholeness in Christ.  “For 
those God foreknew he also predestined to be confirmed to the likeness of his 
Son” (Romans 8:29).  We are called to ever-increasing conformity to the 
character of Christ. 
 

 Redemption  -  vv. 9-15 
 
If our confession will translate into a new “covenant lifestyle, we must walk as 
redeemed people.  As we see in this passage, the history of Israel is God’s 
record of redemption – see Stephen’s sermon in Acts 7.  In particular, the 
exodus – God’s act emancipating Israel from Egypt – speaks of His gift of 
salvation.  But redemption is not just breaking the bondage – it is ushering us 
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into completeness in Christ (see Colossians 2:10).  The once captive Israelites 
became heirs to the land of promise – see v. 15!  Are we content to leave 
Egypt only to wander in the wilderness?  Or do we see ourselves as sons and 
daughters of the King of Kings.  If so, then anything short of such a standing 
will necessitate adjustment – correction lines! 
 

 Insubordination  -  vv. 16-18 

 
Despite God’s ownership and rescue of His people, listen to the testimony of 
verse 16-17, “Our fathers, acted arrogantly; they became stubborn and would 
not listen to Your commandments.  They refused to listen and did not 
remember Your wondrous deeds which You had performed among them.”  Like 
the Levites prayed, we must identify our insubordination to God.  Like the 
Israelites on that momentous day, we must own our rebellion.  We are not 
removing ourselves from God’s redemptive provision when we sin.  But we 
must be corrected, because we are acting in such complete contradiction to the 
new life that He has accomplished in us through Jesus. 
 

 Compassion  -  vv. 19-31 
 
This section begins and ends with mention of God’s compassion (vv. 19,31).  
God never gave up on His people!  We know from Paul that “the kindness of 
God leads you to repentance.” (Romans 2:4)  The Levites declared, “For many 
years you were patient with them.” (v. 30a)  But there came a time when God’s 
compassion moved from patience to punishment – “You handed them over to 
the neighbouring peoples” (v. 30b)  God’s discipline and correction is always 
compassionate?  “My son, do not reject the discipline of the LORD Or loathe His 
reproof, for whom the LORD loves He reproves, even as a father corrects the 
son in whom he delights.” (Proverbs 3:11-12) 
 

 Aspiration    -  vv. 32-38 
 
To what did God’s people aspire according to this passage?  They desired God 
to be merciful to their enslavement (and exile).  Their prayer pleaded their case 
before God, “we are slaves today, and as to the land which You gave to our 
fathers to eat of its fruit and its bounty, behold, we are slaves in it.” (v. 36)  But 
note, they also understood correctly how they got into this situation:  “You are 
just in all that has come upon us; for You have dealt faithfully, but we have 
acted wickedly.” (v. 33)  Really their aspiration was to walk in obedience to all 
the commands of God – see 10:29.  They were committing themselves to walk 
in God’s ways.   

REFLECT 

 
Can you see how these six pillars – creation, selection, redemption, 
compassion, insubordination, aspiration – all play a part in moving us from 
failure to victory?  This is the path of brokenness and repentance.  I was 
touched by how Mark Maxwell suggests the church is experiencing “divine 
correction lines”. 
 

We hold on to the hope of Easter redemption…while still living in a Good Friday 
world…The good news of the Kingdom of God is that, with the resurrection, the 
pieces are in place and the Almighty is at work bringing about His plan for a new 
creation….The pandemic that has been escalating for many years because of 
hyper-connectivity is anxiety.  The catalyst to anxiety right now is COVID-19, a 
serious accelerant….The world has been put on an enforced Sabbath, which is the 
spiritual solution for anxiety and a reset of our global priorities.     (Servant 
Magazine, Spring 2020, 2) 

 
 

To ponder… 
 

In what ways has God been bringing His “correction lines” into your life? 
 
Are you moving from conviction (sorrow for sin) towards covenant (renewed 
spiritual vitality)? 
 
 

To pray… 
 

O Breath of life, come sweeping through us, 
Revive Thy church with life and power; 

O Breath of life, come, cleanse, renew us, 
And fit Thy church to meet this hour. 

 
O Wind of God, come bend us, break us, 

Till humbly we confess our need; 
Then in Thy tenderness remake us, 
Revive, restore, for this we plead. 

 
O Breath of love, come breathe within us, 

Renewing thought and will and heart; 
Come, Love of Christ, afresh to win us, 

Revive Thy church in every part. 
 

O Heart of Christ, once broken for us, 
‘Tis there we find our strength and rest; 
Our broken, contrite hearts now solace, 

And let Thy waiting church be blest. 
 

Revive us, Lord! Is zeal abating 
While harvest fields are vast and white? 

Revive, us Lord, the world is waiting, 
Equip Thy church to spread the light. 

 
- Bessie Porter Head 


