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When Jesus Prays ii 
John 17:6-26 
 
This coming Saturday we commemorate D-Day, the famous Allied landings at Normandy on the 
6th of June, 1944, a day that would turn the tide of World War II. 
 
It was an invasion that had been months in the planning, one of largest amphibious military 
assaults in history. Some 156,000 American, British and Canadian forces landed on five beaches 
along a 50 mile stretch of France’s Normandy coast.  
 
If you go there today, you can still see remnants of the German ‘Atlantic Wall’ fortifications – 
concrete bunkers and gun emplacements in the dunes, and steel hedgehogs in the ocean: these 
huge, cross-shaped anti-tank obstacles which are just as menacing 76 years later...  
 
And these days, just behind the beach, rows and rows of white gravestones reminding you of 
the great cost of winning that beach-head, and winning the war. 
 
On the night before the D-Day landings, General Dwight D. Eisenhower who was then the 
Supreme Commander of the Allied Expedition in Europe, and would later become the 34th 
President of the United States, said these words to the Allied troops on the eve of the battle: 
 

"You are about to embark upon the Great Crusade, toward which we have striven these 
many months. The eyes of the world are upon you. The hopes and prayers of liberty-
loving people everywhere march with you.” 

 
Eisenhower goes on:  
 

“Your task is not an easy one. Your enemy is well trained, well equipped and battle 
hardened. […] But […] I have full confidence in your courage, devotion to duty and skill 
in battle. We will accept nothing less than full victory!” 

 
This is one of the great military speeches, isn’t it? Eisenhower sends his men into battle with 
one outcome in mind – that they will complete their mission.  
 
In our Bible passage today, the last one in our series from John 13-17, Jesus sends his disciples 
into the world with a mission, and with just one outcome in mind – and we’re going to find out 
what that outcome is in just a minute. 
 
But as we open the Scriptures this morning, I want you to see that this passage is a bit like 
Eisenhower’s eve of battle speech for us. Even though it’s a prayer of Jesus, he outlines the 
mission that we are to take over from the first disciples. He prepares us for hardships, but he 
reminds us of the resources at our disposal. 
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It’s a majestic passage, so why don’t we pray that God would speak to us, as we open the Bible 
together. 
 
Our Father, help us to hear these words today as your eve-of-battle speech for us. Help us to 
understand the mission that you have set out for us, help us to take part in it, and help us to 
know that you are behind us every step of the way. Open our eyes and hearts now as we read 
your word, in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
 
Of course our passage takes place on the eve of battle – not for the disciples, but for Jesus. 
Over the last 9 weeks we’ve been looking at Jesus’ final words to his disciples on the night 
before he died. And today’s passage is literally the last words that John records Jesus saying to 
the disciples before his arrest, his trial and his crucifixion… 
 
So what does Jesus choose to say in these last moments before his arrest? 
 
Jesus [PAUSE] prays.  
 
He lifts his followers in prayer to his heavenly Father, he prays for them as he leaves them 
behind, and we’ll see exactly what he prays in just a second. But I want you to pause for a 
moment and think – do you pray like Jesus? When things are difficult, do you stop… and PRAY? 
When things get overwhelming, do you stop… and PRAY? 
 
Every week with our Kids Videos over on our website, we also include a video from a Christian 
kids song-writer from Australia called Colin Buchanan. Our kids grew up with Colin and so it’s 
really nice to share him with our church family here in the US. But in one of the first kids talk he 
did 2 months ago when this whole Coronavirus lockdown started, he sang one of his songs 
called “Stop What You’re Doing and Pray to Jesus.” I’ll link it below so you can listen, but it goes 
like this: 
 
Stop what you're doing and pray to Jesus 
Stop what you're doing and pray to Jesus 
Stop what you're doing and pray to Jesus 
Mighty, mighty Jesus 
 
When you're laughing, pray to Jesus 
When you're crying, pray to Jesus 
When you're bored, pray to Jesus 
Mighty, mighty Jesus 
He goes on, when you’re hurting, pray to Jesus, when you’re frightened, when you’re cranky, 
when you’re naughty, PRAY to Jesus… 
 
The point is clear, isn’t it? As God’s people, our lives are to be punctuated with prayer. Perhaps 
you have a long prayer time in the morning. Wonderful! Keep at it! Perhaps you pray 
throughout the day. Brilliant. Keep at it! Perhaps you don’t feel very connected to God right 
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now. Then pray! Speak to him. Call out to him. Tell him what’s on your mind, what is weighing 
you down, ask him for guidance, courage, strength, healing, patience, wisdom. He wants to 
hear from you. Stop what you’re doing and pray to Jesus! 
 
That’s the first thing to notice today. Be like Jesus and pray! If you want a chance to pray WITH 
our church family this week, why not join us for our whole church prayer meeting this Tuesday 
night 7:30-8:30pm on Zoom. It’s a good way to put this idea into practice! 
 
But let’s jump back to our passage. Because I want us to see that Jesus prays three particular 
things for his followers, and I’m not sure that they’re the three things we would choose. But 
they are three things that help us understand Jesus’ mission for us. 
 
So the first thing that Jesus prays for is our PROTECTION. 
 
Come down with me to v11 where Jesus says: 
 

11 I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to 
you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name, 

 
Jesus is praying particularly about the 11 disciples in the room with him at the time, the 11 who 
had been with him throughout his ministry, minus Judas who had betrayed Jesus. And Jesus 
teaches us in v12 that he had “protected them and kept them safe” during his time on earth, 
but now with his leaving, he hands the disciples back to his Father, so that God might now 
protect them. 
 
What do the disciples need protecting from? Look at v11 – they need protecting because they 
are still in the world. 
 
Because as Christians, God has put us in this world, and he keeps us in this world carry on the 
mission that Jesus started. John starts with that image of Jesus coming into the world like a light 
shining in the darkness (1:5; 9). That was Jesus revealing the glory of God to the world, helping 
people to know God, and have eternal life. That was the work that Jesus begun during his 
lifetime, and he passes that work onto his disciples, and of course that work is what we 
continue even today.  
 
Here at Yountville Community Church we’re all about making Jesus known in the Napa Valley 
and beyond, because in Jesus we find life, and fulfilment and forgiveness and hope and 
purpose. We are all about Jesus, and our mission is all about Jesus, because we think everybody 
should know how great Jesus is. 
 
And to tell people, we have to be in the world, don’t we? It’s like the D-Day invasions. It’s not 
something we can do by staying home, or even by surrounding ourselves only with church 
friends. No, we need to be IN the world to share Jesus. 
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Even when that means opposition.  
 
Because we know that there will be opposition to Jesus, just like there has been in every 
generation. Jesus has prepared us for that a couple times throughout these chapters, and he 
reminds us again in v14 –   
 

the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the 
world.  

 
Being a Christian means opposition in this world. BUT rather than praying that we would be 
taken out of the world, Jesus prays for our protection from the evil one while we are here. 
Verse 15: 
 

15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from 
the evil one. 

 
I was reminded this week of CS Lewis’ novel The Screwtape Letters. If you haven’t read it, The 
Screwtape Letters is a collection of fictional letters from a demon named Screwtape to his 
young protegé Wormwood. But the idea of the book is that Satan desperately desires to 
undermine good work of God, as believers hear the gospel and respond with joy. Satan hates 
nothing more than seeing the light of Jesus Christ shine into the dark places of our hearts, 
seeing us turn back to God in repentance and faithfulness, because it means he has lost us. 
Satan longs for us to be destroyed along with him on the day of God’s judgment… 
 
And I think that’s what Jesus prays for our protection from. He prays that his followers will be 
able to live in this world, but not be overcome by Satan and his schemes to undermine our 
faith. 
 
This isn’t a promise to protect our bodies from illness, or accident, or even from persecution up 
to the point of death. No, I think Jesus knows that is the cost of keeping us here in the world. 
We are front-line soldiers if you want to think about it that way. Being a Christian is dangerous. 
But God will protect us from the schemes of the evil one. 
 
And HOW Jesus does that is the second thing he prays for – our SANCTIFICATION. 
 
Look with me at v17-19: 
 

17 Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, I have 
sent them into the world. 19 For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly 
sanctified. 

 
The Bible is full of big words that end in ‘-shun’ (-tion) – revelation, propitiation, justification, 
imputation, and the list goes on – actually I think Colin Buchanan wrote a song about this too.  
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Now these words can be tricky to understand, because each little word carries big ideas about 
the way God does certain things. However, when we can get our head around them, these 
‘shun’ words can really open the Bible up for us. 
 
So look again at vv17-19. Jesus prays about sanctification three times. What does sanctification 
mean? 
 
Well it has two meanings, and they are both related to the idea of holiness. 
 
First, to be sanctified is to be set apart for a holy task. So for example, items like cups and bowls 
and in the temple were set apart, designated for use in the temple only, and only for holy use. 
We’d normally use the word ‘consecration’ for that idea, but it’s the exactly the same word in 
the original language.  
 
And it wasn’t just physical items that were set apart for God’s use, but people too. God says to 
prophet Jeremiah (Jer 1:5)  

 
“before you were born I set you apart; 
    I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” 

 
Like Jeremiah, Jesus sets us apart for the holy task of making God known in the world. Just like a 
prophet or a priest, Jesus commissions us, ordains us, consecrates us, sets us apart in the world 
to shine his light. To show the holiness of God to an unholy world. That’s our task as a church. 
And as individuals… 
 
Is that how you see yourself in the world? Set apart for God’s use?  
 
I read about a woman who came to her pastor after church and asked him what it looks like in 
practicality to be set apart like that. 
 
The pastor held out a blank sheet of paper and said, “It’s like signing your name at the bottom 
of this blank sheet, and letting God fill it in as He wills.” 
 
2000 years ago, Jesus prayed for us, setting us apart to be his church in 2020, his church in 
Yountville, his church in the middle of COVID-19. He has already written the details on your 
blank page. The question is, are you seeking to live them out? Have you set yourself apart for 
his holy purpose? 
 
That’s the first meaning of sanctification – to be set apart for a holy purpose. The second 
meaning is comforting for those of us who don’t feel like we’re meeting our contractual 
obligations. 
 
You see sanctification also means equipping us with the qualities of mind and heart and 
character which are necessary for that task.  
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Jesus has reiterated throughout this section that when he goes, he will send the Holy Spirit. And 
it’s the Holy Spirit that does that work of changing us, and moulding us, and fitting us for the 
purpose that God has set out for us to do.  
 
And what a relief, because the story of the Bible is testimony that we can never be holy on our 
own. But it’s only by God’s grace that he forgives and restores and renews us so that even in 
our mistakes, because of Jesus, we can be confident that we have been made holy, sanctified 
by Jesus’ own holiness given to us. 
 
We could say a lot more to say about big words that end in ‘shun’, but that’s enough for now. 
 
Because there’s one more big idea that Jesus prays for, and it’s the idea of UNITY. 
 
When I was younger, I was invited to play paintball a couple of times. If you’re not familiar with 
paintball, it’s a wargame where you shoot at your friends with guns that fire paint bullets. You 
might try to capture a hill, or capture a flag. It’s good fun, kind of painful when you get shot but 
that’s half the fun.  
 
Now I was hopeless at the game, and it always felt like I was the first one killed. 
 
But one time when we played, there was a man on my team who made all the difference. 
Perhaps he was Marine on his weekend off. I don’t know. But I do know that when the whistle 
blew to start the game, he stood up and gestured for some of us to go left, some to go right. He 
told us where to stop, when to fire. And within 5 minutes we had killed the entire opposing 
team with no casualties on our side. Even I was still in! 
 
It was amazing what a difference that one guy made. Honestly I’d follow him into a real battle, 
because he knew what we needed to focus on to carry out the mission. 
 
And I think that’s why Jesus prays for our unity as a church. Because he knows what we need to 
focus on to carry out the mission. 
 
Look at v22: 
 

22 I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are 
one— 23 I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity.  

 
Jesus looks at the unity that he has with the Father, and he prays that the church would find the 
same unity with one another, just as we are united with Christ. 
 
It’s so easy to be divided, isn’t it? We do it so naturally in society. We all have our personal 
preferences, our personal politics, our personal interests. Because God has made us all 
different, and that’s something to celebrate. 
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But when it comes to the important things, Jesus wants his church to be united. To work 
together. To have a common mind. 
 
Because our unity has a very positive effect on the world. Look at v23b 
 

Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved 
me. 

 
Jesus says that our unity as the church is essential to the success of our mission. If we get unity 
right, the world will see something beautiful about the unity of God the Father and God the Son 
reflected in the way that we are united with one another.  
 
So how do we pursue unity as people with very different preferences? Well we need to focus 
on what will help us achieve the mission Jesus has set out for us. 
 
There is a saying which is worth reflecting on: In Essentials Unity, In Non-Essentials Liberty, In All 
Things Charity. 
 
As a church, we need to major on the essentials of the faith – that is, on God’s grace shown to 
us in the death of Jesus on a cross, the hope of eternal life we have because of his resurrection, 
and the Great Commission he gives us to go and make disciples in all the world. I’m sure we can 
all agree on those as the essentials. 
 
Which means that on every other issue of life and faith, you might have an opinion and I might 
have an opinion, and someone else might have a different opinion again. But if they’re not 
salvation issues, then we can each have our own opinion, but we won’t make them the central 
focus of our church. They won’t drive our decisions, and they won’t drive a wedge between us 
either. In all things, charity. 
 
I would love us to be that church when this Coronavirus is over. In fact, I’d love us to be that 
church even now. Focused on the mission that Jesus set out before us, and ready to accept 
nothing but victory… 
 
Because in Jesus the victory has already been won. The day after he prayed these words for us, 
Jesus would go to the cross to put an end to the reign of sin in the world. On the cross he 
crushed Satan and released his death-grip on us. And for 2000 years, Jesus has been at the right 
hand of the Father praying for us in this mission. It’s one of the most profound parts of this 
prayer, and we see it there in v20 – that Jesus prayed for US the night before he died. He was 
praying for all believers in the same way that he prayed for the men gathered around him. 
 
These intimate words of Jesus are for us. For YOU. The question is, how will you respond? 
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Why don’t we pray? 
 
Our Father, we thank you for Jesus who even now is sitting at your right hand interceding for us. 
We thank you for the clear message that you are for us, and not against us. Help us to trust you 
in the mission you have set out for us, to be set apart in this world as your ambassadors and 
your messengers and your lights to shine in the darkness. Father, help us to live up to that 
mission. Sanctify us and make us more and more like your Son, Jesus Christ. We pray, Father, 
that you would bless our mission to make Jesus known in the Napa Valley and beyond. Give us 
boldness to live for Christ, and to speak of your great love as we live in this world. Father, take 
us and use us this week for your glory, we pray in the name of Jesus Christ our saviour. Amen 
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Further Prayers for May 31 
 
Psalm 9 begins, “I will praise you O Lord, with all my heart, I will tell of all your wonders, I will be 
glad and rejoice in you, I will sing praise to your name, O Most High.” 
 
Thank you, Father, for your great love to us, shown to us in Jesus. By his death and resurrection, 
you secured our freedom from sin, restored our relationship with you and gifted us with the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
You, Lord, are our refuge and our rock. In you we find shelter from life’s storms and a peace 
and comfort that cannot be taken away. We live our lives before you, seek to glorify you, we 
repent of our sin and are eager to know you more and more through your word. 
 
Today, we observe and remember D Day which occurs in our calendars on Saturday June 6th. 
Father, this day helps us remember the sacrifice of our men and women on D Day in 1944, 
during World War II when Allied forces invaded northern France by means of beach landings in 
Normandy.  Thank you for their sacrifice on our behalf. Turn our hearts to remember to 
ultimate sacrifice your son displayed on the cross to secure our eternal freedom from the 
bondages of sin and death, through his death and resurrection. Jesus conquered death and 
defeated sin. May your great name be praised for eternity. 
 
We continue to pray for our federal, state and local governments. We pray for wisdom, unity, 
respect and love. For our nation, we pray for patience, love for others and peace. May your 
church be a beacon of hope as we boldly share the good news of Jesus with the Napa Valley 
and beyond. 
 
Thank you, Father for all that we have learned from our time spent in John chapters 13 to 17 
over the most couple of months. Thank you for working by your Spirit through your word, as 
Dan our Senior Pastor preached and as we read and studied the Bible ourselves. Help us to 
continue to grow in our love and knowledge of you. 
 
Lord, we pray for Dan and our Elders, Johnny and Robert as they humbly lead your church. Give 
them wisdom and discernment in making decisions and as they seek to glorify you. May your 
church continue to pray, encourage and build up their leaders, while they point us to our Head 
Shepherd, your son, our Lord Jesus. 
 
We pray all these things in your son’s name, Amen. 
 
 


