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Go ahead and grab your Bible and open it to Job chapter 2.  Today is week 2 in a 5-
week series through this incredible book about suffering.   
 
Now of course suffering isn’t incredible – it’s terrible.  But this is an incredible book 
because it gives us both an example and a strategy for how to go through suffering in a 
God-glorifying way.  And this is important because the question is not “If you suffer how 
are you going to respond?”, but “How are you preparing yourself to respond when you 
suffer?”  And that’s because suffering is the human reality.  We live in a world broken by 
sin, and if you live here long enough you are going to suffer.  And the question at that 
point is what is going to happen to your soul when you do? 
 
Now I’ve been personally challenged in this, because one of the things I’ve said lots of 
times before – but that I’m not going to say again is: “Nobody really knows how they are 
going to respond when tragedy strikes.”   
 
And I’ve said that because I’ve watched people I considered to be incredibly godly 
respond very differently when tragedy has occurred.  Some have risen above the 
challenge and come through imaging Christ in incredible ways.  And others have used 
the tragedy as an excuse to wallow in self-pity and sin.  “God let this happen to me, now 
it’s His fault I’m going to go off the rails.” 
… 
The truth is all of us have the choice of how we are going to respond when tragedy 
strikes.  And the book of Job challenges us to prepare ourselves to be godly. 
… 
Now, the book of Job has 42 chapters in it, and I’ve already committed to going through 
the entire book in 5 weeks.  And what that means is today we are going to cover the 
bulk of it – from chapter 2 to the end of chapter 31. 
 
And I will admit right up front that this is by far the most text I’ve ever covered in a single 
sermon.  But before you get worried, you need to know that this entire section really 
presents one thought.  And that is: God causes both the righteous and the wicked to 
suffer, but the righteous win when they suffer.  We are going to unpack that today. 
 
Now something happens when the wicked suffer too.  Either they become righteous, or 
their wickedness comes to the forefront and they curse God and die.  Last week we said 
people curse God and die every time whatever it is they have made god in their lives is 
taken away.  And when they respond this way the wicked lose. 
… 
Okay, today we are going to shift from looking at sudden tragedy – as terrible as that 
might be – to sustained suffering.  So here we are talking about the months and years 
following a tragedy where it keeps hurting.  That’s a whole different kind of suffering. 
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So normal humans sometimes do superhuman things in the moment.  Mom’s have 
been known to lift cars off their children.  Soldiers have had their feet blown off and 
then, in shock, run on the stubs back to safety.  And sometimes Christians, in moments 
of tragedy, have said things like: “The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; may the 
name of the Lord be praised.”   
 
Now there is nothing you can take away from moments like those – they are amazing.  
But in the weeks and months afterward, under the weight of the empty room or the 
loneliness of a lost relationship, many of these same people have collapsed into dismay 
and doubt. 
 
So it is not the same thing to suffer in a moment, and to suffer for time.  And we get both 
these kinds of suffering in Job.  In one day Job lost everything: all his wealth, his family 
and his health.  And he came through that moment worshipping in spite of his pain.  But 
now we get 30 chapters of Job bearing the weight of his loss over time.   
 
And here’s the reality, a lot of suffering we experience is like Job’s.  I mean it would be 
totally unrealistic if Job ended at chapter 2.  Tragedy struck, Job had a bad day, but 
then he said: “blessed be the name of the Lord” and “poof” all of his kids came back to 
life and the raiders called and apologized.  That’s not how life works.   
 
Instead look at what happens, let’s pick it up in chapter 2 starting in verse 11. 
 
[Read Job 2:11-13] 
 
So Job’s friends show up to mourn with him.  And this is a beautiful gesture.  They 
travel to get down in the dirt with Job and cry.   
 
But what starts out brilliantly goes bad fast as these three guys with mean moms who 
named them Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar, end up drastically adding to Job’s suffering.  
For 30 chapters they preach at him about how his suffering must be his own fault. 
 
And we are going to cover their conversation today, so we are going to do a lot of 
summing up.  But this is actually not that difficult because their monologues are poetic 
and can be broken into three sections.   
 
So each of his three friends say something about suffering to Job, and then Job 
responds.  And when that finishes the cycle ends and then begins again. 
 
So the first cycle goes from chapter 4 to chapter 14.  And if you page forward in the 
Bible you will notice the chapters are titled Eliphaz, Job, Bildad, Job, Zophar Job.  And 
then chapters 15 to 21 start back with Eliphaz and go through the cycle again.  And then 
the same thing happens a third time in chapters 22 to 31. 
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So let’s pick it up in chapter 3 with Job having just spent a week sitting in the dust with 
his friends not speaking a word.  And then, finally, Job starts talking and it isn’t pretty.  
Look at chapter 3 verse 1. 
 
[Read Job 3:1-4] 
 
And Job goes on cursing the day of his birth for 10 verses, and then he shifts tactics 
and starts asking “why?”  So verse 11 and 12 and 20 and 22 all start with the word 
“why?”  And whenever you are asking this question you are asking it of God.  He is the 
only one who could possibly have an answer. 
 
And this is the question we all ask when suffering hits, but it is the wrong question 
because it assumes a wrong premise.  And that assumption is that because we are 
alive we deserve to live long lives unaffected by suffering.   
 
But tell me where it says that?  The Bible doesn’t say that.  God doesn’t promise that.  
And so when we ask this question we don’t get an answer because there is no answer.  
And so Job can’t understand what has happened to him or why. 
… 
Now at this point Job’s so far brilliant friends decide they’ve paid their dues of silence 
and start giving advice.  And at this point the book of Job becomes a little tricky to read. 
 
So maybe you have run into people who have said things like “The Bible is full of terrible 
stuff.  It has slavery in it and child abuse and murder.  I could never believe in a God 
who endorses stuff like that.” 
 
And maybe you’ve responded “Well yes, the Bible is full of that stuff.  But it is wrong to 
say that God is endorsing it.  Rather the Bible is an honest book that records both the 
wins and the losses of the people of faith.  So it is full of stories about people like 
Abraham and Moses and Peter sinning, but God doesn’t endorse this.”  And that’s true. 
 
But here’s the difficult part.  Sometimes the Bible spells sin out for us - like when Cain 
kills Abel the Bible says “that’s bad.”  But other times it is not clear what is sin and what 
is not.  And these conversations between Job and his friends are like this.   
 
So all these guys – even Job – speak some wisdom and some error, and it is tricky to 
decipher what is what.  It isn’t until the end where God speaks that we know truth is 
being spoken.  So this is one of those books where it is easy to grab onto a verse that 
looks good only to find out later that you’ve taken it out of context.   
 
Let me give you some examples of this from Eliphaz, the first guy to start talking in 
chapter 4.  First, he has some great things to say.  So he establishes: 
 Can a mortal be more righteous than God? 
  Can even a strong man be more pure than his Maker? (Job 4:17) 
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In other words: “There is no one righteous, not even one” – that’s the Apostle Paul from 
Romans 3.  And it’s true.  And then he goes one: 

Blessed is the one whom God corrects; so do not despise the discipline of the 
Almighty. (Job 5:17)  

 
So Eliphaz affirms that God uses suffering to accomplish His will in our lives, and we 
should rejoice over this.  Great!  But right along side this he chastises Job saying: 

Stop and think! Do the innocent die? 

    When have the upright been destroyed? 

My experience shows that those who plant trouble 
    and cultivate evil will harvest the same. (Job 4:7-8) 

 
This is the theology that the righteous get blessed while the wicked suffer.  And he 
finishes off saying God will rescue you if you commit your ways to him: 

For [God] wounds, but He also binds up; He injures, but His hands also heal.  
From six calamities He will rescue you. In seven no harm will touch you. (Job 
5:18-19) 

 
Now yes God wounds, and yes God binds up.  Yes He injures, and yes He heals.  But 
the mistake here is the word “will”.  The implication is, if you will be godly Job, then God 
will rescue you.  No harm will touch you.  And this is not true. 
 
And Job protests because this is way too simplified.  Certainly living in sin leads to 
suffering.  If you lie and cheat and sleep around you are going to be miserable.  People 
aren’t going to trust you, your relationships are going to break.  It’s just the way it works. 
 
But it doesn’t stop there.  The reality is godly people who don’t live this way suffer too.  
And so Job replies: I’m righteous, “I haven’t denied the words of the Holy One.”  And 
then he turns on Eliphaz and says: 
 Teach me, and I will be quiet; 
  Show me where I have been wrong… 
 Is there any wickedness on my lips? (Job 6:24-30) 
 
That’s how the first exchange between Eliphaz and Job goes.  And that might be the 
end of it, except that Bildad tag-teams in and starts tearing Job down.  This starts in 
chapter 8.  He says: 

How long will you go on like this? 

    You sound like a blustering wind. 
Does God twist justice?... 

Your children must have sinned against Him, 
    so their punishment was well deserved. 

But if you pray to God 

    and seek the favor of the Almighty, 
and if you are pure and live with integrity, 

    He will surely rise up and restore your happy home. (Job 8:1-6) 
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Great friend right?  This is all your fault Job.  Your kids were bad, that’s why they’re 
dead.  And, by how much grief this is causing you, we can only imagine what the 
skeletons in your closet must be like.   
… 
Now last week we said Job wasn’t perfect, no one is, but he was blameless.  This 
means he lived with the fear of God at the front of his mind, and he sought to please 
God with everything he did.  And Job defends this.  He pleads not guilty.  In chapter 9 
he says: 

I am innocent, 

    but it makes no difference to me… 

Innocent or wicked, it is all the same to God. 
    That’s why I say, ‘He destroys both the blameless and the wicked.’ 

When a plague sweeps through, 
    He laughs at the death of the innocent. 

The whole earth is in the hands of the wicked, 
    and God blinds the eyes of the judges. 

If He’s not the one who does it, who is? (Job 9:21-24) 
 

Now there are three things here.  First, Job holds on to his innocence.  And this means 
he knows whatever is going on is more complicated than simply good people getting 
blessed and wicked people get cursed.  Second, he affirms that God is sovereign.  So 
God has control over both the good and the bad that happens.  We looked at that last 
week and said this is actually a good thing. 
 
If God wasn’t in control of everything, even the wicked things, it would mean there is a 
cosmic struggle in heaven.  That God and the devil are equally matched.  And that 
would mean our futures are not secure.  But all over the Bible we find that this is not 
true.  God is sovereign.  And Satan is just a tool He uses to accomplish His will. 
 
Now you might not like this.  You might think God should just destroy Satan and be 
done with it – and the Bible says He will one day.  But until that happens you are 
welcome to put your suggestions in the box about how you would run the universe, but 
God has decided He is going to make Satan a tool.   
… 
So first Job argues his innocence, and then affirms God’s sovereignty.  But then third 
Job says God laughs at the calamity of the innocent.  And here Job betrays his disbelief 
in God’s goodness.  He knows God is all powerful, but he doubts that He is all good.  
And Job is wrong here. 
… 
Well, after Job goes on for a bit about this Zophar jumps on the bandwagon and 
continues lambasting Job for claiming innocence.  He says: 
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You claim, ‘My beliefs are pure,’ 
    and ‘I am clean in the sight of God.’ 

If only God would speak… 
    He would tell you what He thinks!... 

Listen! God is doubtless punishing you 
    far less than you deserve! (Job 11:4-6) 

 
Now counseling 101 will tell you 9 out of 10 psychologists don’t recommend 
“encouraging” a suffering friend with words like these, and Job isn’t impressed either.  
He responds to this with sarcasm and pain:  

If only you could be silent! 
    That’s the wisest thing you could do. (Job 13:5) 

 
Actually that’s good advice to anyone who has a suffering friend.  Answers to the 
suffering of humanity are thin and pathetic at best.  Suffering isn’t something that we get 
satisfying reasons for.  But just because God doesn’t give us reasons, doesn’t mean He 
is abusing us.  God has our best in mind. 
 
But Job can’t see this, and so towards the end of his rebuttal he says: 

Though He slay me, yet will I hope in Him; 
    I will surely defend my ways to His face. 

Indeed, this will turn out for my deliverance, 
    for no godless person would dare come before Him! (Job 13:15-16) 

  
Job is convinced that if he had the chance to question God, God would have to admit 
that He had wronged Job.   
 
Now this is the end of the first cycle of speeches.  And actually in the next two cycles 
Job’s friends don’t add anything, other than more abuse, to their argument.  But on 
Job’s side there is a little progression.  And here is where we see that while God causes 
both the righteous and the wicked to suffer, the righteous win when they suffer.   
 
And by “win” I mean they ultimately win.  You see the righteous aren’t promised long life 
and piles of money, but they are promised the abundant life of joy that comes from 
being conformed to the image of Christ.  This is where real living happens.  And so over 
the course of the 30 chapters Job’s ideas about the worth of his life change. 
 
Now I’m not going to get into all the steps in this progression, but I will say that at the 
beginning he wants to die – he’s suicidal.  And he’s pretty sure death is the end of 
everything.  So in chapter 7 he says: 

As a cloud vanishes and is gone, 
    so one who goes down to the grave does not return. (Job 7:9) 

 
And he gets darker and darker along this vain until something in chapter 19 causes him 
to start hoping, not just in God, but in life after death.  So he says: 
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I know that my Redeemer lives, 
    and that in the end He will stand on the earth.  

And after my skin has been destroyed, 
    yet in my flesh I will see God; (Job 19:25-26) 

 
At this point Job begins looking for the fulfillment of God’s justice beyond the grave.  
Now this doesn’t mean his questions get answered – they don’t.  But he ends the 
section with hope.  And it is his hope in God while suffering that proves he is righteous.   
 
You see God causes both the righteous and the wicked to suffer, but the righteous win 
when they suffer. 
… 
I want to conclude with 3 lessons we can take away from this text: 
 
First, you can be right and wrong about God at the same time.  So the statements Job’s 
friends make, if taken by themselves, are largely theologically correct, but their intention 
is to make Job responsible for his suffering and tear him down.  And as such they are 
shallow and insensitive.  So beware being right, especially when someone is suffering.  
It is better to be silent.   
 
Second, if you are following Christ prepare to suffer.  If you are God’s then He is going 
to use His tool, Satan, to buffet you.  And He will do this because He is committed to 
your ultimate good.  He knows we are easily distracted from what is best for us by what 
is shiny and comfortable.  And so, in grace, He uses suffering to refine us like gold. 
… 
So ask yourself, not am I perfect, but “am I godly?”  And if the answer is “yes”, then this 
means you are choosing to let God use suffering to conform you to His image – in fact 
you are inviting it.  Godly people say “Jesus, I want what You want for me more than I 
want anything else, so take away anything I love that is distracting me from You.  Godly 
people know that what God wants for them is best.  
 
Now that is a scary prayer, but praying like that is what it means to follow Jesus.  And 
so here is the second side of this.  When you tell people about Jesus tell them the truth. 
 
Now lots of you are out at Ness Lake this summer and you are sharing Christ with 
hundreds of kids – this is awesome.  But be careful which Christ you share.  Don’t lie to 
kids and tell them that following Jesus is going to be chocolate covered roses.   
 
Instead, when your friends, or when kids are interested in hearing more about Jesus, 
tell them up front “It’s too hard.  You probably don’t want this.  Enjoy your easy life now 
because if you come to Jesus God is going to use all sorts of terrible and difficult things 
to change you from someone living for your own glory (being the pathetically small god 
of your own life) into someone who can bring Him glory and live a life that counts.” 
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If you can handle your life not really counting for anything, and not going anywhere, 
then just enjoy that.  Because signing up to follow Jesus is like joining the marines.  
Nobody joins the marines for a good time.  They go to become someone who can make 
a difference.  And Jesus is committed to doing that in us.  And it is going to hurt. 
 
So fasten your seatbelts or don’t get on the bus; suffering that isn’t going to make sense 
is just around the corning.  
 
But if you still want to come – if you want to make Jesus God in your life because you 
see that He alone has the words of eternal, abundant life – then know that God is big, 
and totally in control.  And so if you let Him, He will use your suffering to change you 
from a worthless idol worshipper into the child of God He created you to be. 
 
God causes both the righteous and the wicked to suffer, but the righteous win when 
they suffer.  And God wants you to win. 
 
 
 
 
 


