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Sermon: Acts 8:26-40; 1 John 4:7-21; John 15:1-8; Psalm 22:24-30

God. Is. Love!

The first letter of John has something important to say to us. It's 
message is so important that we  - (meaning almost all mainline 

churches throughout North America) - we will spend a full six 
weeks studying it this year.  We started reading this short letter on 

April 8th. That was the Sunday immediately after Easter. It’s only 
five pages long - five short chapters - but we’ll keep on reading it 

every week until and including Ascension Sunday on May 13th.  
That is pretty much the whole of Easter season, more than a tenth 

of this year.

The funny thing is that it's message could be summed up in a 
single very simple sentence of three one syllable words 

comprising only nine English letters. Yet the implications of those 
three little words are so extensive that the Consultation on 

Common Texts - that's the ecumenical body that compiled our 
three year lectionary cycle of scripture readings -  has given us six 

full weeks on it. In my view, we would do well to give it still more 
and actually remember it in every thing we do and every decision 

we make for the rest of our lives.

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster5_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster5_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster5_RCL.html#gsp1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster5_RCL.html#ps1
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So what is this all important three word message that it takes us 

six weeks to read? And let me say that, when I’ve preached on 
this in the past, I made sure to start at least a week ahead of time 

so that when we come to hearing the actual reading itself straight 
from 1John we’ve all been duly prepared. So we can actually hear 

it when it comes. It’s just 3 little words. They could easily get by 
us. But this year I think, as a community, we’ve made such 

excellent headway on this that we can just do it today. We’ll 
plunge right it and just hear these three incredible words directly 

from the letter itself, today. So what is this amazing, fantastic, 
alright, outta sight, incredible message from First John? That’s 

right. It’s this: God is love. That's it. God is love. In the first letter 
of John, it's a single sentence, as I've said. But if you wanted you 

might give it the emphasis it deserves and make it into three 
separate sentences. God. Is. Love. If you say it that way, it fits 

right into a current meme, and I actually think it comes across 
even more clearly. God. Is. Love.

So now we see how important that is and why it is that we need to 

make sure that everyone gets it, that these six weeks won’t be 
wasted. So just this once could we just all together just say these 

three incredible words, like, out loud together? Could we? I'm 
sorry. I just need to hear that just this once. It would do me so 
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much good just to hear, this once, every last man, woman, and 

child saying out loud, together, the incredible three word message 
of first John. Just so I know that my life’s work as a preacher has 

not been wasted. Can we try it? Here we go, 3 2 1 “God is love!” 
Wow that’s fantastic. I’m healed. Just like that. Three simple 

words and I’m healed. Eight individual English letters (if you don’t 
count repeats). It’s perfect in every way and really doesn’t need 

anything added, I know that,  but I do just want to add one little 
thing and that is a piece of punctuation. So can we do it just one 

more time and just add one teensy little exclamation point and 
some volume?  Could we? Please. Yeah. Here we go 3 2 1 “God 

is love!” That is great. That is our message too. Isn't it? It’s not 
just the message of first John or even just the message of the 

entire bible. It's not just my message. It’s also our message as 
well. The message of us. If we learn no other thing in our lives, 

that is the message we are to learn to proclaim, not just in our 
words but in our actions and our being. And thank you again for 

giving me that fantastic experience just one more time of hearing 
it proclaimed aloud by Anglicans!

But I need to know. Does anyone not agree? Really. Is there any 

one out there who disagrees with the statement “God is love?” It’s 
okay. You can say. Anyone? Anyone voting Nay on this one? 
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Anyone abstaining? It’s okay. But no, I think we would be hard 

pressed to find anyone who would not agree that God is love. It is 
a truth. We all know it in our bones. It is part of the power of this 

amazing truth.

What is amazing though is that this incredible statement, these 
healing words, only appears in one place in the whole bible. It’s 

only in chapter four of the first letter of John. That is its only 
explicit statement in the whole of the big book. And it must be 

admitted that there are a number of other places in the bible 
where we get a different impression. But I don’t want to go there. 

The important thing is that eventually we got there, to the insight 
that God is love. And it is incredible. Would life be worth living if 

God was not love? I don’t think so. They are saving words. It took 
thousands of years of biblical writing and of very painful history 

but finally, a century or so after the resurrection of Jesus, this 
gifted writer of first John was finally able to write what must be  

one of the simplest complete thoughts ever composed: God is 
love.

And I could I suppose, since we all agree, just save us all a lot of 

bother and when I feel called upon to preach on first John just 
climb [up the three little steps] into this pulpit and just recite 1John 
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chapter four, verse 8b: “God is love” and then go away again, 

because really that is today’s sermon and last weeks sermon and 
next weeks and all sermons really.

But it’s what it means. It means that there are some things we can 

now do that we couldn't before, and also some things we really 
can’t do ever again, that is unless we want to be ready to stand 

up and say that, well God isn’t love actually. We cannot claim 
God’s involvement in any form of violence, because God is love. 

We cannot  anymore claim that God is on our side and not on 
some other opposing side, because God is love. That is a pretty 

big change from most of world history. 

We cannot claim to love God if we see “a brother or sister in need 
yet [refuse] to help.” That’s a challenge for all of us, I think, one 

we do our best to respond to.  And we heard today in the latter 
part of chapter four of 1John about how this truth, that God is 

love, takes away from us the option of just not loving one another 
if we just don’t happen to like them. To be specific, those words 

are: 

"Those who say, ‘I love God’, and hate their brothers or 
sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or 
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sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they 

have not seen. The commandment we have from him is 
this: those who love God must love their brothers and 

sisters also."

Ironically, this is sometimes the one that is most troubling for the 
churches. For if God is our Father then all are our brothers and 

sisters and we must love each and every one “in truth and action” 
or admit our hypocrisy. The writer of first John has already been 

even more direct on this topic in chapter two where he writes:

“Whoever says, ‘I am in the light’, while hating a brother or 
sister, is still in the darkness. Whoever loves a brother or 

sister lives in the light, and in such a person there is no 
cause for stumbling. But whoever hates another believer is 

in the darkness, walks in the darkness, and does not know 
the way to go, because the darkness has brought on 

blindness.”

[Again, its difficult to think it even, but this is where the church is 
put to the test the most often in our time I think. We have parted 

company with each other too many times over issues and 
distinctions which are too trivial, and the world sees that. In that 
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context it is sometimes sadly true that communities other than the 

church seem more loving than we do in a number of ways. It is 
sad to say. Perhaps this is among the reasons why so many 

people see the church and christianity as being in decline in  this 
part of the world. We must mend our ways. We - and I of course 

include myself in all of this - we must do better and better at loving 
and accepting one another within our communities, including this 

one, if we are to become truly messengers, “in truth and action” of 
the only gospel worth embodying, namely that God is love. The 

certainty that this is a place where every person will be loved and 
welcomed, no matter who comes, must radiate from us without 

exception.]

Although we would like it to be, this is not easy for any of us. It 
sounds like a motherhood statement, to say that God is love. But 

it is far from that. In truth, these may be the most confrontational 
words in scripture, pointing to our greatest struggle. We are all of  

us human beings. If we look around this room or any other room 
full of people there is always at least one or two of our brothers 

and sisters that we find it difficult to be truly loving toward “in truth 
and action.” Or maybe we don’t see them because they are not 

here at the moment. Or maybe they are not here because they 
are having trouble loving us. Or maybe, deep down, the person 
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we struggle hardest to love is ourself. Nonetheless we must come 

back to the barricades in this struggle, and turn our hearts to love 
even where we find it most difficult, for if we have not love then 

we have not God, and in that case there would be no reason for 
us to be here, because God is here and God is love. 


