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From an outsider’s perspective, I’m not really certain anything of substance actually 

happened on the mountain top the day that Jesus and Peter and the boys were there.  I 

think if we had all been witnesses, we would have seen four guys, checking out the 

view, talking about the day’s events, reflecting on what it was like to wander around 

the country helping people come to a fresh perspective about their faith.  I have a hunch 

that anything that did happen, happened in their imagination.  Now don’t hear me 

slight our imaginations.  Nothing could be further from my intention.  Alan Jones, 

former Dean of Grace Cathedral in San Francisco says faith is an adventure of the 

human imagination. 

 

I think something triggered for the three disciples.  Throughout their time together, they 

would have heard his teachings, witnessed his tender compassion and there on that 

mountain, something changed. They saw him in way they had never seen him before. 

As faithful Jews, they would have been steeped in the stories of Moses and Elijah and 

what charismatic leaders they had been.  They would have been just as anxious as any 

Jew in the first century to welcome the promised Messiah of ancient prophesies.  I have 

a hunch Jesus did or said something, casual and unintentional, not recorded, and all of 

a sudden the light bulb went on. Not just for one of them, but for all three (at least 

according to Matthew’s version). 

 

Six days later...the story goes....Jesus took with him Peter, James and John and led them 

up a high mountain.  Friends this sets up mystery.  In Jewish numerology, six is the 

number next to perfection.  This is the eve of perfection, standing on the edge of a new 

thing.  And they all go to a high mountain.  Throughout Jewish history, mysterious 

things happened on mountains...particular to Moses and to Elijah.  Moses met God in 

the Burning Bush, received the ten commandments, was told he would not enter the 

Promised Land.  Similarly, Elijah was sent to Mount Horeb (the same mountain in the 

Moses stories) and witnessed a series of examples of God’s power....earthquakes, 

powerful wind, fire.  And now, Jesus takes the three to a high mountain.   

 

This is masterful story telling. Matthew is preparing his hearers for the ultimate 

experience of mystery coming alive.  This event might not even have happened.  But it 

happens all the time...and it happened here.  In a moment of profound clarity, three 

followers saw Jesus for what he was, a leader, in the line of their great leaders.  They 

saw how his work and his leadership mirrored Moses and Elijah. It was a profound aha 

moment for them, one that was as real to them as anything could be.  



They experienced something and wanted to make it permanent.  “Shall we make three 

dwellings?”  And in it all, they remembered the voice they heard at his baptism “this is 

my son the beloved, with whom I’m well pleased, listen to him.”   

 

When we’re open to the experience and when we give ourselves to thinking things 

through, we too are blessed with moments of transfiguration.  We see things in people, 

in situations, in ourselves we never knew existed.  No one else will see what we see. To 

the outsider, nothing is different; and yet when we experience transfiguration, 

everything is changed. 

 

I want to tell you of once such experience where an outsider didn’t see anything 

different and yet to the participants nothing was the same. Two Thursdays ago, your 

Board of Governance heard from Rob Waller the results of the feasibility study that you 

heard last Sunday. There was a moment in the discussion when suddenly, the board 

members no longer looked the same to themselves.  Rob Waller didn’t see it all.  But it 

was as dramatic and as real as an earthquake in Christ Church.   

 

As we were discussing when the mission strategy would be implemented, in relation to 

the special financial gifts that would come from the congregation, there was a reference 

made to a trend setting gift.  That is to say in fundraising jargon, you know you’ll be 

successful in your financial target when you receive the one gift that sets the tone for 

generosity. I think the number Rob used was $60,000.  He said with his eyes down “and 

as I recall from my interviews, I think that most of this gift will come from the people in 

this room.”  That means he believed the trend setting gift would come from the board. 

 

He went talking about other things...but I had to stop and notice what happened.  When 

Rob said, that this gift was present in this room, every single board member quickly, 

furtively glanced at each other. The unspoken question as they looked “really?”  I 

wonder if they discovered that not only were they prepared to lead this congregation 

with their energy, their time, the ideas and commitment, they were prepared to lead 

financially.  It seemed to me in that split second, that they saw each other as colleagues 

like they had never seen each other before.   

 

Members of this same Board of Governance met with the executive committee of 

Vancouver Burrard Presbytery on Tuesday morning, to present the “dress rehearsal” of 

the presentation they hope to make on March 22, seeking approval for our mission 

strategy and development proposal.  This morning, responding to one of the 

recommendations in the feasibility report to communicate with the congregation more 

clearly, these same people will present the proposal to you.   



There will be ample opportunity for you to ask questions before we get to our meeting 

on March 22.  For this morning, I invite you to see what this transfigured Board of 

Governance would like to do.   


