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1 Re - joice, re-joice, be - liev - ers, and let your lights ap - pear;
2 The watch-ers on the moun-tain pro - claim the bride-groom near;
3 The saints, whohere in pa - tience their cross and suf - f’rings bore,
4 QOur hope and ex -pec - ta - tion, O Je - sus, now ap - pear;
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the eve-ning is ad - vanc - ing, and dark-er night is near.
go forth as he ap - proach-es with al - le - lu - ias  clear.
shall live and reign for - ev - er when sor-row is no  more.
a - rise, O Sun so longed for, o’er this be-night-ed sphere.
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The  bride-groom is a - ris - ing and soon is draw-ing nigh.
The  mar - riage feast is wait - ing; the gates wide o - pen stand.
A - round the throne of glo - ry the Lamb they shall be - hold;
With hearts and hands up - lift - ed, we plead, O Lord, to see
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Up, pray and watch and wres - tle; at mid - night comes the  cry.
A - rise, O heirs of glo - ry; the bride-groom is at  hand.
in tri - umph cast be - fore him their di - a - dems of gold.
the day of earth’s re - demp - tion that sets your peo - ple free!

Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660—1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-1907
Music: HAF TRONES LAMPA FARDIG, Swedish folk tune




Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church, Washington, IL 

23rd Sunday after Pentecost
November 8, 2020

Prelude 

Welcome
*Hymn:  “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”
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Confession and Forgiveness
P:  In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C:  Amen.
You may dip your finger in water and make the sign of the cross on your forehead as a reminder of your baptism.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Please keep silence for reflection

Holy One,

we confess that we are not awake for you.
We are not faithful in using your gifts.
We forget the least of our siblings.
We do not see your beautiful image in one another.
We are infected by sin that divides your beloved community.
Open our hearts to your coming,
open our eyes to see you in our neighbor,
open our hands to serve your creation. Amen.
Beloved, we are God’s children,

and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us.

Through ☩ Jesus you are forgiven,

by Jesus you are welcome,

in Jesus you are called to rejoice!

Let us live in the promises prepared for us

from the foundation of the world.

Amen.
Peace:  

P  As forgiven people, we have peace with God, and peace with one another.

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C  And also with you. 


P  Let us share that peace with one another. Please take a moment to share God’s peace with those near to you, and say a prayer of peace for those at a distance.
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C
And also with you.
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Hymn of Praise: “Lo, He Comes With Clouds Descending”
 Red Book # 435
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1 Lo! he comes with clouds de - scend - ing,
2 Now re - demp - tion, long - ex - pect - ed,
3 Yea, a - men, let all a - dore thee,
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once for our sal - va - tion slain
comes in sol - emn splen - dor near;
high on thine e - ter - nal throne;
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thou - sand thou - sand saints at - tend - ing
all the saints this world re - ject - ed
Sav - ior, take the pow’r and glo - ry,
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join to sing the glad re - frain
thrill the trum - pet sound to hear
claim the king - dom as thine OWn.
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lu - ial Christ  the Lord re - turns to reign.
lu - ial See the day  of God ap - pear!
lu - ial! Thou  shalt reign, and thou a - lone!

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: HELMSLEY, Thomas Olivers, 1725-1799
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P
The Lord be with you

C
And also with you
Let us pray together the Prayer of the Day

O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Children’s Message
First Reading: Amos 5:18-24

 18Alas for you who desire the day of the Lord!
  Why do you want the day of the Lord?
 It is darkness, not light; 19as if someone fled from a lion, and was met by a bear;
 or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall,
  and was bitten by a snake. 20Is not the day of the Lord darkness, not light,
  and gloom with no brightness in it?
 21I hate, I despise your festivals, and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
 22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,
  I will not accept them;
 and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals I will not look upon.
 23Take away from me the noise of your songs;
  I will not listen to the melody of your harps.
 24But let justice roll down like waters,
  and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

R
The Word of the Lord

C
Thanks be to God
Psalm: Psalm 70

 1Be pleased, O God, to de- | liver me;
  O Lord, make | haste to help me.
 2Let those who seek my life be put to shame | and confounded;
  let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and | be disgraced. 
 3Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat | over me
  turn back because | of their shame.
 4Let all who seek you rejoice and be | glad in you;
  let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great | is the Lord!”
 5But as for me, I am poor and needy; come to me quick- | ly, O God.
  You are my helper and my deliverer; O Lord, | do not tarry. 

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

13We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. 15For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. 16For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. 18Therefore encourage one another with these words.

R
The Word of the Lord

C
Thanks be to God
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Holy Gospel: Matthew 25:1-13
C

Glory to you, O Lord
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; 4but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 10And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 11Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 13Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”

The Gospel of the Lord

C
Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon by Pastor John Rothfusz
Hymn: “Let Justice Flow Like Streams”



Red Book # 717
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1 Let jus - tice flow like streams of spar-kling wa - ter, pure,

Let righ- teous-ness  roll on as oth - ers” cares we heed,

3 So may God’s plumb line, straight, de - fine our mea - sure ftrue,
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Text: Jane Parker Huber, b. 1926
Music: ST. THOMAS, Aaron Williams, 1731-1776

fresh - ing life,
stream of faith trans-lat -
peace per-vade this

Text © 1984 Jane Parker Huber, admin. Westminster John Knox Press

a - bun - dant, cleans-ing, sure.

ed in -
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to deed.
world our whole life through.
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Apostles’ Creed

C:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,


creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,


who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,


born of the virgin Mary,


suffered under Pontius Pilate,


was crucified, died, and was buried;


he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again;


he ascended into heaven,


he is seated at the right hand of the Father,


and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,


the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,


the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,


and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offering:   Jesus will come again, and he invites us to live in readiness. We show our thanks and praise as we lift up our tithes and offerings to the Lord. Please take a moment now to make an electronic offering to the church on the website, with the Tithe.ly app or write a check and send it in. 
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Offering Music: “Blessed Assurance” 



  Red Book # 638
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1 Bless-ed as-sur-ance, Je-sus is mine!Oh, what a fore-taste of glo-ry di- vine!
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n “ J } T ] J
DA . I I I I I I I
y 4 it - | - - o — - — T .
ft | o o o 7] | p | | |
—— F T
Heir of sal-va - tion, pur-chase of God, born of his Spir-it,washed in his blood.
an - gels de-scend-ing bring from a-bove ech - oes of mer-cy, whis-pers of love.
watch-ing and wait-ing, look -ing a-bove,filled with his good-ness,lost in his love.
Refrain
H } }
DA 1V I N - — | | — B -
e e o4 p oo 4 4 44 ~— FFo
J —— | — '

This is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav -ior all the day long:

]
|L_J

. i
\‘JV [ [ - - 'i

this is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav-ior all the day long.

| 1NN

| 1NN
| 181
QL

_‘_

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: ASSURANCE, Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908
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Prayers: After each portion of the prayers finishes with “Lord in your mercy,” please respond, “Hear our prayer.”
Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen
Announcements

Benediction: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Hymn: “When Peace Like a River” 
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It is  well with my soul, it is well, it is well with my soul.

Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888
Music: VILLA DU HAVRE, Philip P. Bliss, 1838-1876
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*Dismissal

P
Go in peace to serve the Lord.
C
Thanks be to God! 

Postlude
