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THE PROMISE IN THE PROMISED LAND 
CMBC November 10, 2013                                                     Deuteronomy 11:8 – 12 

 

My parents and my family lived in a small house. We were moving into a 
much larger house with an upstairs and all. I was so excited I could hardly 
wait. When I left for school in the morning, my parents were packing, so I 
assumed they had moved during the day. After school I ran to the new house, 
only to find the previous renters still living there. But I got a peek inside the 
house and could hardly believe my eyes and could hardly wait. 
 
Can you imagine the excitement of the Children of Israel finally entering into 
the Promised Land? 
 
1. FINALLY IN THE PROMISED LAND  

a. Excitement and a changed lifestyle 
i. They had heard so much about the Promised Land 
ii. This had been the whole reason for the past 40 years 
iii. Their life style changed 

1. No more manna. They ate from the fruit of the land. 
2. Passover was celebrated for the first time since Egypt. That 

would have been an emotional celebration. 
3. The dust of the wilderness was behind them. Their eyes would 

have feasted on the lush green of the Jordan River valley. 
 

b. This is the story of our walk with God 
i. Slavery to sin 
ii. Delivered by God – shed blood, and separation through the Red 

Sea 
iii. Wilderness journey 
iv. Entering the Promised Land 

 
c. Now they entered in and all would be well 

 
2. OH ON! THE 10 SPIES WERE RIGHT    

a. Fortified cities and strong armies 
i. Still a battle to be fought 
ii. Jericho and Ai and a host of other cities.  
iii. Even the mountain on which Jerusalem and the temple would be 

built 
iv. “God, why?” 
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b. My own Jerichos 
i. My spiritual struggles:  

1. Impatient, frustrated with my own circumstances 
2. lack of self-control,  
3. self-centeredness, 
4. selfishness, 
5. self-justification 
6. criticism 
7. anger 
8. lack of forgiveness and bitterness 

 
ii. These are still battles we have in our lives 

1. They bring discouragement and defeat 
2. Where is the Promised Land for us in our spiritual lives? 

 
3. WHAT WAS GOD’S PROMISE TO ABRAHAM AND MOSES  

a. God promised that He had chosen Abraham’s descendants and that 
they would possess this land – It was the Promised Land 

b. God’s promised to Joshua was this: 
Joshua 1:3 I will give you every place where you set your foot, as 
I promised Moses.  
 

c. God went on to promise, “I will be with you” 
Joshua 1:5 No one will be able to stand up against you all the 
days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will 
never leave you nor forsake you.  
 

d. “There are battles to be fought, huge fortresses to be conquered,  
i. BUT I will give you the land.  
ii. Move forward.  
iii. Take the step.  
iv. I will give you the land. 
v. You will possess wherever you place your foot.” 

 
4. KNOW WHICH BATTLE IS OURS TO FIGHT  

a. God has defeated the Jerichos 
i. The people of Jericho trembled in fear because of what they saw 

God had done. 
ii. Rehab said to the spies 

Joshua 2:11 When we heard of it, our hearts melted and 
everyone's courage failed because of you, for the LORD your God 
is God in heaven above and on the earth below.  
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They were a defeated enemy 
 

iii. In all the battles Israel faced, it was God who won the victory 
1. Jericho – the shout 
2. Ai – a strategy directed by God 
3. The 5 Kings and hail stones 
4. There were battles of fierce fighting, but God provided the 

victory. 
5. Later Gideon and 300 men  

 
They needed to fight the battle, but God gives the victory. 
 

iv. Here is the key point: 
Their BIG challenge was not the armies of Jericho. Their big 
challenge was to be obedient to God and trust Him.  
1. They needed to be obedient and march around the city for 6 

days with nothing happening 
2. They needed to trust God on the 7th day before the shout 
3. But it was God who had already won the victory 
4. The promise was that they would possess the land. They 

needed to step out in faith and possess the land 
v. ILL. A child jumping of the cupboard into your arms. 

 
b. The real battle is within me 

i. Our enemy Satan was defeated at the cross 
ii. The real battle is within me, whether I will trust God and obey Him 

 
c. Why didn’t God wipe out the enemy before they got there? 

Judges 3:1, 4  These are the nations the LORD left … (list of 
nations) [4] They were left to test the Israelites to see whether 
they would obey the LORD's commands, which he had given their 
forefathers through Moses.  

 
d. Why doesn’t God wipe out all our weaknesses, the areas where we 

sin, the fortresses in our lives? 
i. To test us, and strengthen our trust in God 
ii. The battle over this struggle, these fortresses in our lives was won 

at the cross. I now trust God, as you step forward in obedience 
and trust to claim an possess the promise. 
 

iii. This was Paul’s lesson to learn 
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2 Corinthians 11:7 To keep me from becoming conceited 
because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given 
me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 
[8] Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 
[9] But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power 
is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more 
gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on 
me.  
 

e. Look at that area where you are weak. 
i. It may be the circumstance or the person. That is the fortress, the 

giant. God won the victory over that on the cross. Step forward 
and claim it. 

ii. It may be how you react in to that person or that circumstance. 
Your personality and its knee jerk reaction that is so ungodly. God 
won the victory over that knee jerk reaction, over that personality 
trait at the cross. Step forward and claim it. 

iii. “If only God would take that away.”  
1. It was left there to test whether you would obey God.  
2. This is your greatest opportunity for spiritual growth.  
3. For closeness to God. 

iv. God knows what He is doing when He leaves that fortress in your 
life.  
1. But He has promised this land to you, if you will trust Him and 

obey Him.  
2. Yes, fight the battle, but trust God for the victory.  

v. Fight the battle with great anticipation as to how God will bring the 
victory. 
 

f. Sometimes we are content to stay on the other side of the Jordan and 
just enjoy the sight to the lush land. 
i. We have been freed from the slavery of Egypt. Our sins have 

been forgiven. 
ii. But we won’t move into the land to possess it. 

1. It is too much work. 
2. I don’t know how to do it. 

iii. We miss out on God’s promise 
iv. We run the risk of drifting back into the wilderness and it’s defeat 

once again. 
v. Take up the challenge, the promise. 

 
Let’s look at what happens … 
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5. WHEN YOU FIGHT THE WRONG BATTLE  
a. That was the issue with Achan the story in Joshua chapter 7. 

i. When God said destroy everything in Jericho, Achan thought that 
God was making a mistake, and so Achan needed to provide for 
the future. 

ii. He couldn’t trust God. He wanted to make sure he and his family 
would be OK. 
 

b. There are no private consequences 
i. Achan’s family suffered 
ii. Innocent soldiers died and their wives were widowed and their 

children fatherless. 
iii. Is this fair? 

 
c. There is no private consequences to our disobedience. 

i. There was another incident later.  
ii. Joshua and the Israelites defeated an army with a huge number of 

chariots and horses. God told them to destroy the chariots and the 
horses.  

iii. Why not keep them for future battles? But God was teaching them 
that this was not the battle.  

iv. The battle was in their hearts. Could they trust Him and obey Him? 
 

d. Can we trust God? 
 
 

 God has won the victory for you on the cross. 

 You still have struggles over your weakness. This is an opportunity to 
deepen trust God. 

 Step forward and face the challenge knowing that God will be there to help 
you win the victory.  

 But you have to takes the steps. 

 See how God will help you possess the land. 

 And then there will be other Jericho’s and other battles. 

 But God has promised – every place you set your foot, you will possess 
the land 

 


