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Worship at Home! 

12th April 2020 

 

Easter Sunday 

 

 
 
 

 

  



We Gather 

 

A candle may be lit to symbolise Christ’s presence 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

My Redeemer Lives www.youtube.com/watch?v=3glYEDzSyok 

 

THE CALL TO WORSHIP 

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

the love of God, 

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 

This is the day – Easter day! 

This is the day that the Lord has made; 

let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

Christ is Enough www.youtube.com/watch?v=teUxQpnhezY 

Grace www.youtube.com/watch?v=VCr6Vvj3nRo 

 

PSALM 118:1-2, 14-24 
1O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever! 
2Let Israel say, “His steadfast love endures forever.” 
14The Lord is my strength and my might; he has become my salvation. 
15There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous: “The right hand of 

the Lord does valiantly; 
16the right hand of the Lord is exalted; the right hand of the Lord does 

valiantly.” 
17I shall not die, but I shall live and recount the deeds of the Lord. 
18The Lord has punished me severely, but he did not give me over to death. 
19Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them and 

give thanks to the Lord. 
20This is the gate of the Lord; the righteous shall enter through it. 
21I thank you that you have answered me and have become my salvation. 
22The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 
23This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvellous in our eyes. 
24This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

Yours is the glory, O God, 

for raising Jesus from the darkness of death. 

Yours is the glory, O God, 

for conquering death with love. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3glYEDzSyok
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=teUxQpnhezY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VCr6Vvj3nRo


 

Risen Lord Jesus, you greet us by name, 

as you greeted Mary in the garden, 

and transform our lives forever with your Easter life. 

Risen Lord Jesus, we worship and adore you; 

 

Risen Lord Jesus, we rejoice 

that ‘endless is the victory 

that you over death has won’. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

JOHN 20:1-18 – THE RESURRECTION 
1Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came 

to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2So she 

ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, 

and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not 

know where they have laid him.” 3Then Peter and the other disciple set out and 

went toward the tomb. 4The two were running together, but the other disciple 

outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5He bent down to look in and saw the 

linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, 

following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 
7and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen 

wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, who 

reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they 

did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10Then, the 

disciples returned to their homes. 
11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look 

into the tomb; 12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of 

Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 13They said to 

her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken 

away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14When she had 

said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not 

know that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? 

Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, 

“Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will 

take him away.” 16Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in 

Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, “Do not hold 

on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my 

brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my 

God and your God.’” 18Mary Magdalene went and announced to the 

disciples, “I have seen the Lord”, and she told them that he had said these 

things to her. 

 

  



PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

O God, like the first witnesses of the resurrection, we too, 

come to the empty tomb with a variety of responses. 

We hear the good news that Jesus has risen, 

but so often the evidence for this is difficult to detect in our lives. 

It is all too easy to see Easter as a holiday only. 

We confess the times when we feel that worship 

is an interruption to our planned holiday activities. 

As we come to the empty tomb 

seeking forgiveness for all our faults and shortcomings, 

help us to re-order our priorities so that we put 

the risen Christ first in our lives at all times. 

 

Help us always to remember the costly act of Jesus, 

an act which gives us the gift of new beginnings – 

guilt-free and graced by love. 

The tomb is empty because Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia. Amen! 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

Jesus “is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 

All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 

forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

ACTS 10:42b, 43 

 

Hear, believe, and live the good news. 

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God! 

 

Amazing Love www.youtube.com/watch?v=yKJnxA_3AY8 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you and also with you. 

 

We Listen 

 

Your word, O Lord, is a lamp to my feet a light to our path. 

 

ACTS 10:34-43 
34Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no 

partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 

acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 

preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread 

throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 

announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 

with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yKJnxA_3AY8


oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he 

did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on 

a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not 

to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate 

and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to 

preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as 

judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that 

everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

 

1 CORINTHIANS 15:19-26 
19If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be 

pitied. 20But, in fact, Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those 

who have died. 21For since death came through a human being, the 

resurrection of the dead has also come through a human being; 22for as all die 

in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ. 23But each in his own order: Christ 

the first fruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 24Then comes the 

end, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father, after he has 

destroyed every ruler and every authority and power. 25For he must reign until 

he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26The last enemy to be destroyed is 

death. 

 

Lord, may your word live in us and bear much fruit to your glory. 

 

RETELLING THE EASTER STORY www.youtube.com/watch?v=hd444xzXBLs 

 

SYMBOLS OF THE RESURRECTION 

THE SHROUD 

A loosely folded white cloth is placed on the communion table with these 

words: 

This shroud reminds us of the cloth in which they wrapped the body of Jesus. 

On Easter morning, it was found empty, lying in the tomb where Christ’s body 

had been placed. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! 

 

THE FRAGRANT OIL 

A jar filled with fragrant oil is placed on the communion table with these words: 

This fragrance reminds us that very early on Easter Day, some women came to 

the tomb to prepare Jesus’ body for proper burial. The women were the first to 

hear of Jesus’ resurrection. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! 

 

THE STONE 

A stone is placed on, or in front of, the table with these words: 

This stone reminds us that on the resurrection morning, the stone which sealed 

the tomb was rolled away. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hd444xzXBLs


Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! 

 

THE BREAD 

A large round wholemeal loaf (home-baked if possible) is placed on the table 

with these words: 

This bread reminds us that on the first Easter evening, Jesus walked and talked 

with two of his followers on the road to Emmaus. It was not until he broke bread 

with them that they recognised who he was. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! 

 

THE WINE 

The chalice and communion trays are placed on the table with these words: 

This wine, representing Christ’s blood, helps us to remember that Jesus died for 

us. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! 

 

THE CROSS 

A rough-hewn cross is placed against the front of the table with these words: 

The cross you see is an empty cross. Jesus is not dead. He is risen. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! 

 

THE CANDLE 

A lit ‘Christ candle’ is placed on the table or candleholder stand with these 

words: 

This candle reminds us that Jesus Christ is the light of the world. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! 

 

Cornerstone https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=izrk-erhDdk 

 

REFLECTION 

What have you eaten a lot of today? 

Look at this lovely egg I have – anyone else receive an egg today? 

Eggs have come to be a symbol of Easter because eggs contain life - they 

remind us of the tomb, which contained not death, but life - contained the 

news that Jesus was alive again in a very special way. 

On that first Easter morning, the people who arrived first at the tomb expected 

to see Jesus’ dead body and couldn’t understand why the tomb was empty. 

 

Actually, the gospel reading we heard portrays a very strange way to begin 

Easter – 

Mary is confused by the missing body. 

Peter does not know what to make of an empty tomb. 

The other disciple believes, but he and Peter go home as though nothing has 

happened. 

How extraordinary. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=izrk-erhDdk


 

The weeping Mary remains, then she turns around and sees someone she thinks 

is the gardener. What a strange Easter story so far! 

 

And yet, isn’t that what gives the story credibility because we are left with the 

distinct impression that John is describing a struggle on that first Easter morning, 

a great struggle of the mind and soul, a struggle to come to grips with 

something that defies human ability to grasp. 

 

Mary struggles, we all struggle, because we all are limited by what the world 

around teaches us to see and to know and to believe. The world teaches that 

death is final, that some situations are hopeless, that human beings are on their 

own. 

 

One author has written that we live in a world in which most of our efforts are 

focussed on managing, knowing, ordering, controlling. These efforts can leave 

us hopeless and weary because they are dependent on our resources, our 

strategies, our interests, and our definitions. 

 

We believe that we are on our own. 

 

Mary weeps, she thinks death is final, the situation hopeless. 

She believes that she is on her own. 

Then Jesus speaks her name “Mary”. He is calling her beyond the limitations 

that the world has placed on her knowing, her believing. 

 

At that moment, Mary discovered that she was not on her own. Mary 

discovered, as we also discover, that there is One who is with us in death and in 

life. Not just anyone, but the very One who raised Jesus from the dead and 

who has the power to do that for you and for me as well. 

 

Easter celebrates that good is stronger than evil. Love triumphs over hate. Life 

conquers death. Grief and doubt give way to faith. 

Believe then - Christ is risen. He is risen indeed! 

 

We Respond 

 

At the Cross https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xspg7SNxTWA 

 

THE RE-AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 

Brothers and sisters, as we celebrate again the resurrection of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, we remember that through the mystery of his suffering and death we 

have died and been buried with him in baptism. In our baptism, we were also 

raised with him to new life. Having prepared ourselves during Lent, we now 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xspg7SNxTWA


reaffirm our baptism, declaring our allegiance to the risen Christ and our 

rejection of all that is evil. 

 

Do you repent of your sins; 

I repent of my sins. 

 

Do you turn to Jesus Christ who has defeated the power of sin and death and 

brought us new life? 

I turn to Christ. 

 

Do you commit yourself to God, trusting in Jesus Christ as Saviour and in the 

Holy Spirit as God’s power and presence along the way? 

I commit myself to God. 

 

SIGN OF THE CROSS 

Today we remember that, 

from the time of our baptism, 

the sign of the cross has been upon us. 

I invite you now to join me in tracing the sign of the cross upon your forehead, 

Saying: I belong to Christ. Amen. 

 

COMMITMENT TO MISSION 

I ask you now to pledge yourselves to Christ’s ministry in the world. 

Will you continue in the community of faith, the apostle’s teaching, the 

breaking of bread and the prayers? 

With God’s help, we will. 

Will you proclaim by word and example the good news of God in Christ? 

With God’s help, we will. 

Will you seek Christ in all people, and love your neighbour as yourself? 

With God’s help, we will. 

Will you strive for justice and peace, and respect the dignity of every human 

being? 

With God’s help, we will. 

 

May almighty God, who has given us new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, 

keep us steadfast in the faith, and bring us to eternal life; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 



was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Take a moment to pray for one or more of the following: 

- countries and nations of the world 

- those who are sick and in need 

- the Church and our congregation 

 

After each prayer, a response may be said such as: 

Risen Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

And in the languages of the nation’s we pray as Jesus taught… 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us in the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

  



OFFERING 

You are invited to contribute financially to support the ministry and mission of 

the Hoppers Crossing congregation using the following details: 

 

Bank Transfer 

BSB: 013-915 

Account Number: 354 439 707 

Account Name: Hoppers Crossing 

Uniting Church 

Reference: 'Your SURNAME' 

Credit Card 

www.HoppersUniting.church/offering 

 

Calvary www.youtube.com/watch?v=E9XDdSCAnmY 

 

We are Sent 
 

BENEDICTION 

Christ is with us in this place, Alleluia! 

Christ goes with us into the world, Alleluia! 

Go now in peace, Christ is risen! 

Risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

And the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit 

be with you now and always. 

 

We go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

For all You've Done www.youtube.com/watch?v=XTlHrmNAMQk 

 

The service is ended. 
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