
The God of Second Chances 
I can only imagine how Peter felt in the days following Jesus’ death.   

Always one to make confident proclamations, he had once assured his beloved rabbi, “Even though all become 
deserters, I will not!” (Mark 14:29). And yet, within a few hours of having voiced these  bold intentions, Peter 
denies all knowledge of Jesus— not just once but three times. Only when the rooster crowed and the sun 
began to rise upon that dreadful day did Peter awaken to the realization of what he had done. And, like so 
many of us who have been in the same situation, he felt crushed.      

But Easter brings hope for disgraced disciples— whether the ones from two-thousand years ago or those who 
live today. For, in the days following Jesus’ resurrection, Peter finds himself on the shores of the Sea of Galilee, 
eating a breakfast of fish and bread prepared by the Lord himself. Gazing across the small, charcoal fire, he 
looks into the piercing eyes of the one whom he had betrayed.  
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“Simon, son of John, do you love me?”  Jesus asks. And Peter replies, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love 
you” (John 21:16). The question is posed two more times and, for the most part, the same reply is given— 
“Lord, you know everything!  You know that I love you” (John 21:17). But why the interrogation? Does Jesus 
no longer take Peter at his word?  No.  It is rather that Jesus wishes to restore Peter through His word. Sitting 
before fire by the Sea of Galilee, Jesus makes Peter affirm his love for him three times— once for each time he 
denied him. Having done so, Jesus then entrusts Peter with care over his most precious possession; namely, the 
motley band of believers whom he calls his “flock.” This, to me, is the ultimate example of what it means to 
get a second chance.  

Thank God for second (and third and fourth, etc.) chances! I, for one, have benefited greatly from them. So, 
too, have many of the  friends whom we have met in the course of our ministry here in inner-city Saint John— 
folks who have burned-bridges and betrayed friends. For them, Peter’s story can be a source of great hope. If 
you, too, can identify with Peter then my prayer is this: May you take hope in this Easter story of restoration 
also.   

Ministry to Newcomers 
Each Tuesday evening, Terence and Steve continue to host a Bible Study for newcomers learning English 
as a Second Language 

For this group of mostly Latin American students, the English 
Language Bible Study is an opportunity, not only to expand 
their vocabulary, hone their grammar and practice their 
conversation skills but to learn more about the scriptures as 
well. Since Christmas, they have worked through a Bible 
study series on the Psalms and are now in the process of 
wrapping up a Lenten Bible study on the three temptations 
of Christ in the wilderness.   

Terence also ran an 8 week course on the Old Testament— a 
course also geared towards students of English as a Second 
Language. This class (although considerably smaller than the 
Tuesday night Bible Study) consisted mostly of people from 
historically non-Christian countries— people who never had an opportunity to seriously study the Bible.  In 
mid-May, Terence is hoping to launch the second half of this class— An Introduction to the New Testament for 
Students of English as a Second Language. He has already received a number of inquiries regarding this course.   

Terence continues to teach an Intermediate English class each Tuesday morning through the Saint John 
Newcomers Resource Centre— an organization that, on the 10th of April, hosted their annual volunteer 
appreciation dinner. As well as celebrating their volunteers, the staff of the center also celebrated some good 
news; namely, a reverse in Saint John’s population decline that comes in large part, through immigration. The 
staff of the Newcomers Resource Center have, no doubt, played a significant role in making Saint John a more 
attractive city to settle in and Terence is grateful for the opportunity to serve with them. 
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Ministry Updates 
There have been a lot of new developments since our last newsletter as programs 
keep going and others multiply.  

The Emmaus Way: 

We now have 3 Emmaus Way teams on the go. Each Emmaus way team consists of a 
group of people gathered around a person who, for various reasons, may be living in 
unstable life circumstances.  They meet together each month, share a meal and talk 
about how best achieve their goals.         
 After a year and a half in the hospital, Janet from our first team, has recently 
moved into a nice nursing home. The home has a chaplain on staff and regular 
services, events, and programs for her to attend. We are looking forward to her quality 
of life improving as her team continues to visit her. The second team has been helping 
a single mom with 4 kids. The youngest of the four has had some medical issues so the 
team has been able to assist with transportation to the hospital and clinics. They are 
currently working on financial management and budgeting.       
 Our latest team just formed around another single mom with 2 very young and 
active kids. She moved to Saint John from away and doesn’t have friends or family 
here. The main goal in these early stages is making sure that she gets some relief from 
her constant work as a mom and some opportunities to engage in social time with 
other moms. We are so grateful to the many volunteers who make these teams 
happen! 

Drop in(s): 

We continue to offer our community drop-in program once a week on the second floor 
of Trinity Church. We have somehow muddled through with 3 of our volunteers going 
away to seek shelter in warmer climates. Now that they are back, we are even more 
grateful for their time with us.         
 We have also been asked to start a coffee and social time at a seniors 
apartment building in the Waterloo Village area of Saint John. This subsidized building 
has over 90 units and their social committee is looking for ways to better engage the 
residents. Once a month we offer a coffee time with refreshments, games, and adult 
colouring. We have a couple wonderful people bringing some food, and our 
Archdeacon Keith Osbourne volunteering his time. It would be great to have a couple 
others so that we could have more activities.  We hope that this is something a local 
parish will be interested in taking on.  

Programs for youth: 
Our Youth Discipleship group continues to meet once a week. Some weeks we look 
into scripture or different spiritual issues.  Other weeks we focus on building 
community though games and social time. We recently discussed anger and what 
healthy and unhealthy expressions of anger look like.      
 Jasmine has been helping Erin Hodge at Inner City Youth run a “Fit, fun, and 
fierce” program for girls in grades 5 and 6. This has been a wonderful time to mentor 
these girls and address important issues in their lives. We have talked about societal 
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values, looked at the rights of the child, discussed the things that are important to them, and heard about their 
lives, their struggles, and their hopes.  

Sophia House Prayer Program: 

Jasmine completed another session of the Art of Prayer 
with the women at Sophia House - a recovery centre for 
women dealing with addictions. There was wonderful 
moment when we looked at prayer through music and the 
small group sang along to each of the songs, ending with 
an a cappella version of ‘Jesus loves me.’  Never has that 
childhood song seemed so moving. Pictured here are 2 of the participants, one showing her prayer doodle and 
the other prayer beads.  

Community Partnerships: 
We are going to be partnering with the Boys and Girls club and the aquatic Centre to offer a leadership 
program for youth aged 12-15. We continue to walk the neighbourhoods, attend community meals, support 
community events, pack groceries for the Food Purchasing Club, and assist on boards for Inner City Youth, 
KAIROS, Safe Harbour, and IARCCUM.           
 We also help with a monthly Messy Church event at Stone church. We are always wonderfully 
surprised at who comes to these events as they are a fantastic blend of people for the community— people 
from various churches and friends that we have gotten to know from our time here. We and enjoy this 
different expression of church immensely, but our kids like it even more.   

KIDS LEAD kids doing community leadership now! 
We’ve had a fantastic time running this program with Erin from ICYM. We 
visited and heard from 7 non-profits in the city. They each ‘pitched’ a 
project to the kids. The kid chose their projects, formulated their plans to 
help, and went out and served their community. The projects varied from 
gathering food for the food basket, making post cards to support Creative Connections, collecting lunches at a 
Catapult Coffee shop for Outflow’s mens shelter, collecting books and clothes for the Elizabeth Fry Society, 
helping with a new reading program, to cleaning up a beach and other environmental challenges. Thanks to 
Barbara Shantz of Giveway Visioneering for her help! We look forward to running this program again soon!
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TO SUPPORT TERENCE AND JASMINE 
While we receive some funding from the Diocese of Fredericton (Thank you!) and Stone Church 
(Thank you!!), and free space from Trinity church (Thank you!!!), we largely rely on donations to 
make our work possible. If you feel that this is something that you would like to help with, tax 
receiptable donations can be made to the Anglican Diocese of Fredericton with a note that funds 
are to go to Central Saint John Community Ministry. This can be done through Canada Helps 
(CSJCM is in a drop down tab on the page) https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/13778, by cheque 
sent to the Diocese - 115 Church Street Fredericton, NB E3B 4C8, or by phone (506) 459-1801. Feel 
free to contact us at any time: jasminechandra@gmail.com  - (506) 721-8053.
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