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Matthew 14:22-33 
(taken from The Message translation) 

As soon as the meal was finished, he insisted that the disciples get in the boat and go on ahead to the other side while he 
dismissed the people. With the crowd dispersed, he climbed the mountain so he could be by himself and pray. He stayed 
there alone, late into the night. Meanwhile, the boat was far out to sea when the wind came up against them and they 
were battered by the waves. At about four o’clock in the morning, Jesus came toward them walking on the water. They 
were scared out of their wits. “A ghost!” they said, crying out in terror. But Jesus was quick to comfort them. “Courage, it’s 
me. Don’t be afraid.” Peter, suddenly bold, said, “Master, if it’s really you, call me to come to you on the water.  He said, 
“Come ahead.” Jumping out of the boat, Peter walked on the water to Jesus. But when he looked down at the waves 
churning beneath his feet, he lost his nerve and started to sink. He cried, “Master, save me! Jesus didn’t hesitate. He 
reached down and grabbed his hand. Then he said, “Faint-heart, what got into you? The two of them climbed into the 
boat, and the wind died down. The disciples in the boat, having watched the whole thing, worshiped Jesus, saying, “This 
is it! You are God’s Son for sure!” 

Grace and peace be unto you from God our Creator, Jesus our Redeemer and the Holy Spirit our Guide and Counsellor.   
Amen 

Stories within Stories – within our Gospel Reading this morning there are 8 stories 

Compassion – vs. 22 

Prayer – vs. 23 

Storm – vs. 24 

Fear/Compassion – 25-27 

Arrogance – v. 28-30 

Grace -31 

Power/ miracle – vs. 32 

Praise - 33 

I have asked Zach to put up a power-point listing these stories so you can follow them easier.  

In last week’s gospel, we heard about Jesus’ compassion for the crowds gathered. This time his compassion is for 

his disciples. They have had a full day beginning with them telling Jesus about the beheading of John the Baptist; then 

helping with the crowds gathering around Jesus for healing and finally the feeding of them all. Jesus realizes how exhausted 

they must be, so he tells them to leave and take the boat to the other side. He will stay and see that the crowds head home. 

COMPASSION 

After that is all looked after, he goes towards the mountain so he can pray. With so much having happened, I can 

just imagine him pouring his heart out to God and God wiping his brow, bringing him calmness. PRAYER 

Meanwhile, the disciples have followed his instructions and yet they run into difficulty. A storm has come up quickly 

and they are being tossed all about. They may even be wondering why they didn’t just stay on shore until the next day. But 

here they are, in the middle of chaos. STORM   

Then, to make it worse, they see a figure gliding across the water. However, the figure (Jesus)  is quick to sense 

their fears and calms them down saying “It is I, don’t be afraid”.FEAR/COMPASSION  

It seems to help except for one person. Peter. Why would he question the words of Jesus? He sounds so arrogant. 

Yet he is being Peter – one minute - boisterous, the next - humble; one minute full of faith and the next denying even 

knowing Jesus. We might be quick to judge him, but if we are really honest with ourselves, aren’t there times when our egos 

take over and we are not the role models of love that Jesus wants us to be. ARROGANCE  

It is here that Jesus understands what Peter needs and encourages him to step out. Even when Peter falters, Jesus 

calmly takes him by the hand and pulls him up from the waves. I love the words of Jesus in the Message translation - Faint-

heart, what got into you?   So loving, instead of reprimanding. What an example of Grace! – non-judgemental love. 



GRACE  

The two of them step into the boat and then, miracle of miracles, the waters are absolutely calm. POWER/MIRACLE  

The disciples have had their struggles with the boat, watched the antics of Peter and now see the true power of 

Jesus and they affirm who he is. PRAISE What better praise than that!  

So, are there places in these 8 stories that we can connect? Where has God’s grace touched my life this past week? 

What might bring it right into today that would help us realize the true Grace of our God? Would a modern-day story possibly 

help? Let’s try… 

MODERN-DAY STORY:There is a pandemic and it has changed the whole world. “Life as normal” has come to a 

crashing halt. In a small town, there is a healthcare clinic where the staff have been working late into the nights, even 

working on holidays. They have reached the point of extreme exhaustion…hardly able to put one foot ahead of the other. 

That Wednesday afternoon, their boss, Meryl, says “Finish your work with your present clients and close down. Pack up 

your things.Go home and don’t come back until Monday morning”. I will deal with the crises that arise”. COMPASSION 

 That night after the last client has left, Meryl gets into her car and instead of going straight home, drives down to 

the lake. She gets out of her car and walks down to the rocky shoreline; and sits on a bench. She takes a few slow deep 

breathes, listens to the sound of the waves hitting against the rocks, and then begins to pray. She pours out the troubles 

and then says “Thanks for giving me the strength to cope.”  She gets up and goes back to her car. PRAYER   

Meanwhile, her three staff have happily headed home but encounter some difficulties… one was adjusting the radio 

and the car went into the ditch; one gets home to find her partner drinking and in an aggressive, abusive mood; and the 

other was anticipating a quiet evening at home only to realize that this evening is her daughter’s recital. STORM  

All three have done their best, but unexpected things have happened and fears sets in; - the car is damaged, what 

will my mom say; if I stay home my husband’s going to end up hitting me; if I go to the concert I may fall asleep at the wheel. 

Two staff members begin to prayer for guidance and direction about what to do. FEAR 

The other one begins to pray rather arrogantly – “God, you could have stopped my car from going into the ditch”.  

ARROGANCE  

Then after getting out and looking at the damage, he realizes the seriousness and begins to pleading with God. 

Interestingly, when he calls his Mom, the first thing she asks is “Was anyone hurt? Are you okay? I’ll come get you”. 

FEAR/COMPASSION   

When Mom arrives at the scene, she runs to her son and hugs him and then says “We’ll tell your Dad together.” 

GRACE  

Meanwhile, their boss after getting into her car, feels the need to call each one and see if everything is all right. (she 

knows how tired they were). She phones each of them, listens and gives support as needed. GRACE  

Interestingly, after receiving her phone call, each staff person feels relieved and calm inside --  “someone really 

cares about me”. POWER/MIRACLE  

They all stop and, in their own way, give a “thank you prayer” to God. PRAISE  

Two different “stories within a story” over 2000 years apart YET both are overall about GRACE – that caring, 

unmerited love which God constantly pours over us. We are so blessed!  

Just a few weeks ago I was attending a Zoom meditation. The session began with a video clip  of John Michael 

Talbot singing  – “Be Not Afraid”.  As I was writing this sermon, it came to mind. Here are just a few lines from it: You 

shall cross the barren desert, but you shall not die of thirst. You shall wander far in safety, though you do not know 

the way. Be not afraid, I go before you always, Come follow Me, and I shall give you rest.   GRACE 

When we open our hearts, stories and music can speak to our inner needs. The GRACE of our compassionate God is 

continually at work, both in and through us. May we put our total trust in God. May everything we do praise God. Amen. 



 


