
Baptism,	the	sign	of	hope		
Small	Group	Follow-up	Study	for	Romans	6:1-14	

	
RE-READ 
 

[6:1] What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] By no means! How can we 
who died to sin still live in it? [3] Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 
into his death? [4] We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. [5] For if we have been united with him in a death 
like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. [6] We know that our old self was crucified with him 
in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. [7] For one who 
has died has been set free from sin. [8] Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. [9] We 
know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. [10] For the 
death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. [11] So you also must consider yourselves 
dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. [12] Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its 
passions. [13] Do not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as 
those who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments for righteousness. [14] For sin 
will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace. 

 
 
RECAP 
 

The Christian’s union with Christ is a very important aspect of living out the Christian faith. But if we are united with Christ 
and nothing can separate that, what is our motivation to fight sin? Does God’s grace encourage sin? Paul’s answer to that 
is an emphatic “No!” and he calls the believer to look to the picture baptism as the reason for why God’s grace helps us 
fight sin and not live in it. Brian said that the main idea from the author in this section was, “Christ’s once for all death was 
a death to sin and Christ’s resurrection is to God. Our union with Christ in his death and resurrection pictures the gospel, 
gives us hope for the future and gives us hope for the now so that we would live out the gospel today.”  
 
I.   Baptism is a picture of the gospel. Baptism is not about getting wet. Baptism is not about washing your sins away in 
the baptismal tank. Baptism first is a picture of how Christians are saved from the penalty of their sin and the power of sin 
not through water, but through the death and resurrection of Jesus, our Messiah. When Paul says we have died to sin, he 
is not making a command to believers to cease from sinning (an imperative mood); Paul is proclaiming to them the good 
news that they have died to sin (a statement of fact in the indicative mood). It is not about you making yourself dead to sin, 
it’s that in Christ, you are dead to sin! Baptism is a picture of the gospel. We are dead to sin through union in Christ and 
made alive to God. 
 
II.  Baptism is a picture of hope for the future. It is remarkable that Paul avoids any thought that the resurrection of 
believers is an already accomplished reality. Paul speaks of it in vv5 in the future tense; something that still is yet to 
happen. Yes Believers have died with Christ, the old person has been crucified, and the body of sin has been destroyed. 
Yes Believers are enabled to walk in newness of life now because of Christ’s resurrection. And yet, the resurrection for 
Christians is still future. We have not arrived yet as Christians! What has been destroyed is not the presence of sin but the 
mastery of sin over believers. Death no longer rules. But there is a day soon coming when at our own resurrection, when 
not even the presence of sin will remain. Baptism, a picture of our union with Christ, gives us hope for the future.  
  
III.  Baptism is a picture of hope for the now. As we eagerly await the final resurrection with our Savior, Jesus, by the 
power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his 
glorious body. Since sin’s power over us has been broken, we should reflect that new freedom in the way we live. Sin 
should no longer characterize us. Our goal, when we think of our union with Christ, either through baptism or not, is to live 
not under the power of sin, but under the power of Christ who has freed us from that which enslaved us.  

 



RESPOND 
 
1. What caught your attention from Sunday’s sermon? What are you still thinking about/mulling over?  
 
2. When Paul says that Christians are dead to sin, does it mean that Christians are unable to sin? 

What does he mean when he says in vv2 that Christians have died to sin? 
  
3. Why is the Christian’s union in Christ’s death and resurrection so important in understanding the 

gospel? 
 
4. What is so important about knowing that Christians have a resurrection still awaiting them if they 

already are experiencing some of the benefits of Christ’s resurrection today? How can the way we 
do our jobs show hope of our upcoming resurrection? How do our present priorities reflect about 
whether we find our greatest hope in our own resurrection with Christ or this life here on earth? 

 
5. Paul’s main point was not about the future resurrection of believers, but not being bound by the 

power of sin in this life because of the death and resurrection of Jesus. According to v6, what was 
the purpose of our union in Christ’s crucifixion?  

 
6. How do we begin to think about addictions to alcohol, anger, pornography, and bitterness in light of 

Romans 6:1-14? How can sanctification in our marriages and personal life display the power of 
Christ bringing us from death to life? 

 
7. Given our discussion, what sort of things should we be praying for ourselves and for our church? 
 


