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Farewell Bettina
Bettina Gruver, Program Administrator 
at the Synod Office retires after nearly  
19 years of ministry.
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Fifty young people, parents and others invested in the 
welfare of youth gathered at Christ Church Cathedral on 
February 2nd for an afternoon on the subject of bullying. 
Jessica Pratezina, Youth and Family Ministries Coordina-
tor at the Cathedral introduced a screening of the movie 
BULLY. The 2011 film has drawn many plaudits for its 
frank and honest portrayal of bullying in a variety of US 
high schools, but has not been widely released.

Following the screening, Jessica and Phil Colvin, Dioc-
esan Youth Coordinator, moderated a discussion between 
the audience and a panel which included: Dean Peter 
Elliot; Jarrah Hodge of the Huffington Post; Dr. Aaron 

BULLY 
Phil Colvin
Diocesan Youth Ministry Coordinator

Anna Saunders at the Vancouver Waterfront • Anna Saunders watches the flowers floating out to sea that were tossed into Vancouver Harbour in tribute to victims of bullying. This informal ceremony took place at the completion of the Walk of Awareness, the 
second half of the February 2nd event sponsored by Christ Church Cathedral, St. Mary’s, Kerrisdale, and the Diocese of New Westminster that looked at the issue of bullying and included the screening of the 2011 film BULLY. PHOTO Wayne Chose

White, School Psychologist for West Vancouver Schools 
and Adjunct Professor in Educational Psychology at the 
University of British Columbia (UBC); and Brenda Mor-
rison, Associate Professor at the School of Criminology 
and Director of the Centre for Restorative Justice at Simon 
Fraser University (SFU). The discussion stemmed from the 
audience’s reactions to the movie, and the panelists own 
experiences of bullying in a variety of contexts. Contribu-
tions from some of the younger members at the event were 
especially powerful.

In the audience was Carol Todd, mother of Amanda 
Todd who took her own life in October 2012. She shared 

the stories of young people and their families from around 
the world who have contacted her in the months subse-
quent to her daughter’s death. To close the event, the Rev. 
David Taylor, Associate Priest at St. Mary’s, Kerrisdale led 
the Walk of Awareness to the waterfront, where participants 
could deposit flowers in the water and offer prayers of hope 
and commitment to be agents for change in the world. 

View more photos from the February 2nd bullying panel and 
Walk of Awareness on page 3.
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Bettina Gruver, Program Administrator at 
the Synod Office has retired after nearly 19 
years of ministry. 

Bettina began on October 14th, 1994, 
working alongside Colin Hoath who was 
the Director of Programs. Bettina’s many 
gifts have served the diocese well in our 
ministry together. She has coordinated 
formation resources, provided staff support 
to the various Units and Groups, managed 
Stewards-in-Action Ministries and more 
recently the Ministry Resources Committee.

Much of Bettina’s excellent work in 
recent years has involved carefully and 
patiently guiding and assisting parishes 
with Screening in Faith and the Sexual 
Misconduct Policy. These are but a few of 
the many areas of her work. 

Bettina’s last day at the Synod Office 
was Maundy Thursday (March 28th). 
Thank you, Bettina, for all you have done! 
Please keep Bettina in your thoughts and 
prayers as she enters this new and exciting 
phase of life.

A Fond Farewell to Bettina

My first encounter with Bettina was during my days on the 
Stewards-in-Action (SiA) Ministries Board. Bettina was the staff 
person responsible for ensuring we had all of the documents 
necessary to do our work in a time long before dropboxes and 
zip files had been considered. it was readily obvious that she was 
a “no nonsense” person in the order and certainty with which 
she dispatched information. i was an immediate fan. it was also 
patently obvious that she was someone who recognized that this 
was more than a job, it was about hospitality and collaboration 
and community. 

i later got to know Bettina as a parishioner when i came on as a 
member of the clergy team at St. James’; a community to which 
Bettina contributed greatly in its life and witness in the Downtown 
Eastside. And on returning to the diocese two years ago to work 
in the Synod office, i was greeted, once again, by Bettina. The 
same kind of organizational detail and orientation that i had first 
encountered on SiA was once again provided for me as i began 
my work in the Synod office. File folders neatly arranged and 
labeled, containing all the information i would need to find my 
way into my new job. Again, i was being offered a very practical 
and hospitable welcome; a colleague interested in collaboration, 
and one who values community. 

Characteristics of this wise woman: careful, dedicated, systematic, 
prudent, generous, faithful, caring, to name but a few, and oh, not 
one to suffer fools gladly. 

Bettina has always seen her work not as a job, as many understand 
their ministry, but rather a way of life, a contributor to our common 
life. her example has much to teach us all and i’m glad to have 
been taught by her. 
 The Venerable G. Douglas Fenton
 Executive Archdeacon of the Diocese of New Westminster 

 We Will Miss You, Bettina
The following paragraphs contain some quotes 
from people who have shared ministry in the 
Diocese of New Westminster with Bettina over 
the years. Enjoy!

Whether advising staff on earthquake safety drills or researching 
an obscure report in diocesan history, Bettina proved reliable and 
knowledgeable, expediting every assignment, no matter how bi-
zarre, in a timely and efficient manner. if something was lost, then 
ask her, and she would do a systematic search. Bettina brought 
a passion for linguistics, history, music, and travel into the synod 
office, and as everyone discovered, was never afraid of hard work. 
her contribution to our collective life together was enormous. 
 The Venerable Ronald Harrison
 Retired Executive Archdeacon of the Diocese of New Westminster

Many people didn’t realize that Bettina was also the office psychia-
trist, at least to some people. At the end of a difficult day, i would 
go to her office, take a seat, and ask of her (as Charlie Brown would 
ask of lucy) if the doctor was in. She was. her perspective from 
many years of service to the Diocese was invaluable. 
 Neale Adams
 Retired Communications Officer and Editor of Topic

it all gets done. That’s what i’ve appreciated about Bettina. Working 
with her over these past few years, most intensely through the 
preparation of Plan 2018. her diligence and dedication always 
brought huge confidence to the teams of folks she worked with 
as they knew that when work was assigned, it would get done, 
Bettina would get it done. on time — usually early — and with 
additional helpful items that she herself identified in the process. 
i think it was because she cared about the work — it wasn’t just a 

“job” — it was a way for Bettina to contribute to an organization that 
she cared about and believed in. in the church, we call that “ministry.” 
i am very grateful for Bettina’s ministry with the diocese: her work 
and her commitment will be deeply missed. Thanks Bettina — for 
getting it done, and doing it so very well! 
 The Very Reverend Dr. Peter Elliott
 Dean of the Diocese of New Westminster,  
 Rector of Christ Church Cathedral

“Characteristics of this wise woman:  
careful, dedicated, systematic, prudent, generous, faithful, caring, to name but a few,  

and oh, not one to suffer fools gladly.” 

The Ven. Ronald Harrison The Very Rev. Dr. Peter Elliott

Neale Adams The Ven. G. Douglas Fenton
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THIS MONTH IN HISTORY
compiled by Anglican Archivist Melanie Delva

pONTIUS pUddLe by Joel Kauffmann

50 years • 1963 Bishop Gower reflects on the “desultory discussions” on Marriage and Divorce  
 and appeals to General Synod to change restrictive legislation regarding the  
 remarriage of divorced persons.

40 years • 1973 The diocese supports Nishga (Nisga’a) fight for justice as they take their claim for  
 land rights of the Naas Valley to Prime Minister Trudeau.

20 years • 1993 The diocese launches first bilingual advertising campaign (English/Chinese).

Bullying Panel 
TOP LEFT Dean Peter Elliott makes air quotation marks as he says the word “normal.”  
TOP MIDDLE Jarrah Hodge of the Huffington Post. 
TOP RIGHT The Rev. David Taylor applauds the words of Carol Todd, whose daughter Amanda took her own life in October 2012.

BOTTOM LEFT Dr. Aaron White, the School Psychologist for West Vancouver Schools and Adjunct Professor in  
Educational Psychology at UBC.  
BOTTOM RIGHT Brenda Morrison, an Associate Professor at the School of Criminology and Director of the Centre for  
Restorative Justice at SFU. 

Walk of Awareness 
TOP LEFT David Taylor and Carol Todd 
lead the walkers down the Christ 
Church Cathedral steps.

TOP RIGHT Participants in the Walk of 
Awareness heading north on Burrard. 

BOTTOM LEFT Dianne Desrosiers of 
Christ Church Cathedral casts her 
flowers into the harbour, event 
organizer Jessica Pratezina is on the left. 

BOTTOM RIGHT Carol Todd waves 
goodbye to the flowers as they float out 
into Vancouver Harbour. 

Bullying panel & Walk of Awareness

The panel members gathered by Christ Church Cathedral Youth and Family Ministries 
Coordinator, Jessica Pratezina answered questions and responded to comments from the 
floor, as well as sharing their own experiences with bullying.
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At the meeting of the Diocesan Council of the Diocese 
of British Columbia, February 21st, 2013, Bishop James 
Cowan announced that he has presented his resignation 
from the office of Bishop of British Columbia to the Met-
ropolitan and House of Bishops of the Province of British 
Columbia and Yukon, effective August 31st, 2013. 

In his letter to the members of the diocese, Bishop 
Cowan says that it is his intention to retire after having the 
privilege to be the Bishop of the Diocese of British Colum-
bia for the past nine years. He went on to say, “Together 
we have looked at the realities of 21st Century culture and 
life as these have impact on the Anglican Church on these 
islands and we have made some difficult decisions concern-
ing our common life. There is much to be proud of, as we 
have moved forward. I am thankful to have been among 
you during this time, and I pray that you will continue to 
advance in the seeking of God’s mission in this world and 
entering into it in creative ways.”

Bishop Cowan grew up in Saskatchewan and began 
his ordained ministry in the Diocese of Qu’Appelle. He 
attended the College of Emmanuel and St. Chad in Saska-
toon and the University of Saskatchewan where he obtained 
a BA, followed by a Masters of Divinity from Nashotah 
House, Wisconsin in 1977. He was made a Deacon in 
1976 and was ordained a Priest in 1977 in the Diocese 
of Qu’Appelle. Over a period of 20 years, he served three 
parishes in that diocese and was an active member of vari-
ous diocesan and national committees. 

In 1997, Bishop Cowan came to the Diocese of British 
Columbia to take up the position of Diocesan Executive 
Officer, which office he held until he was elected Bishop 

Bishop James Cowan Announces His Retirement
of the Diocese in 2003. He was consecrated and then 
installed as the 12th Bishop of British Columbia on Janu-
ary 25th, 2004.

Throughout his ministry, Bishop Cowan has been 
involved with various committees, both on the diocesan 
and national levels. His past National Church work has 
included being a member of General Synod; member of 
the Provincial and National houses of Bishops since 2004; 
Anglican Co-chair of the Anglican/Lutheran Joint Work-
ing Group Toward Full Communion with the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Canada; and both member and chair 
of the Inter-Church Inter-Faith Relations Committee. 
He was elected Deputy Prolocutor of General Synod in 
2001, a position he relinquished when elected Bishop in 
2003. At present he is Chair of the Planning and Agenda 
Team for the Committee of General Synod (COGS is the 
executive committee of General Synod). He is also the 
Anglican Church of Canada’s representative at the executive 
meetings of the Episcopal Church in the United States. A 
recent highlight in his episcopacy has been the setting up 
of an online ministry through the diocesan website and the 
appointment of the Rev. Scott McLeod as its coordinator. 

Early in his episcopacy, Bishop Cowan told the diocese 
that “As a Church we can not work as we have in the past. 
We need to change — to provide leadership and create dif-
ferent long-range processes for the church to be meaningful 
in this present day.” The bishop oversaw major restructuring 
in the diocese. A number of parishes were closed, others 
amalgamated, and new hub parishes established. Work 
on reorganizing the finances of the parishes and diocese 
continues as new initiatives are set up. 

Bishop Cowan is married to Annette Hubbard and they 
have two adult sons, Sean and Brent.

Bishop Cowan has appointed the Most Rev. Andrew 

LEFT Bishop James Cowan. PHOTO Scott McLeod RIGHT Bishop Jim Cowan and Bishop Michael Ingham during their pastoral visit to Kingcome Inlet following the devastating floods in September 2010.

Delicious aromas and flavours from Cuba, Mexico, and 
Argentina. The sound of steel drums, mariachi bands, 
and the pan flute; these and much more will be on the 
menu when the two Richmond parishes of St. Anne and 
St. Alban team up to present a Primates World Relief and 
Development Fund (PWRDF) Evening in Latin America, 
the evening of Saturday, April 27th. As part of the Ministry 
Assessment Process (MAP), the two churches are combin-
ing forces to organize and host this spring social event that 

A PWRDF Evening in Latin America • In Richmond
ERiC hAnSon
St. Alban, Richmond, PWRDF Representative

Bishop Cowan’s decision to retire comes as both a surprise and 
sadness. he has been a clear-sighted and forthright colleague, 
and deserves the gratitude of all of us in British Columbia for his 
leadership and active faith.

Among his many qualities is a low tolerance for “bs.” This is a nec-
essary episcopal skill. Bishop Jim has shown wisdom and speed 
in resisting those who have tried to use the church for their own 
ends. it has brought him a good deal of admiration and also much 
stress and tension.

he has invited his diocese, and all of us beyond, to confront the 
realities of social change. he has consistently held up the needs of 
disadvantaged people. he has stood beside those who experience 
prejudice and sorrow.

our two dioceses have often been mutually distant, and not for rea-
sons of geography. Under Bishop Jim’s leadership this has changed 
significantly. i speak for all of us in new Westminster in expressing 
our gratitude for his ministry, and we wish him and Annette every 
happiness and every blessing of God in their post-mitre future.

 Bishop Michael Ingham 

Following receipt of this news, the Right Rev. Michael Ingham, 
Bishop of the Diocese of New Westminster issued the following 
statement:

At 4 pm, Thursday, February 21st, 2013, the Diocese of British 
Columbia issued the following Media Advisory:

Hutchison (retired Primate of the Anglican Church of 
Canada) as Assistant Bishop of the Diocese. Following 
Bishop Cowan’s retirement, Archbishop Hutchison will 
continue to be Administrator of the Diocese until another 
person is installed as the 13th Bishop of Columbia. 

Details concerning the election of Bishop Cowan’s suc-
cessor will be announced at a later date. 

promotes awareness of the PWRDF and raises funds for 
its worthy causes. 

And who better to be the guest speaker than the Primate 
himself, Archbishop Fred Hiltz (photo left)! “Our work is 
not just about changing the lives of others. It is also about 
changing our own. Whether you are a member of a devel-
opment partner organization, an Anglican in Canada or 
an employee or volunteer of PWRDF, getting involved is 
an opportunity for transformation — because of what you 
give, and also because of what you receive in return.” 

Doors open at 6 pm followed by dinner at 7 pm. The 
event will take place at St. Alban in Richmond. Expect a 
delicious multicourse Caribbean, South and Central Ameri-
can buffet, the food served will be big on flavour but not 
too spicy. There will also be a selection of refreshing bever-
ages you would expect to find in Latin America: Mexican 
beer, rum punch, tasty Chilean wines and fruit drinks. A 
percentage of the ticket price will generate an income tax 
receipt and the organizers are pleased to offer a chance to 
win the much coveted door prize also included in the ticket 
price. There will be other fundraising opportunities offered 
throughout the evening.

But the Evening in Latin America isn’t all about food 

and prizes. It’s also about education and information on 
how the PWRDF offers relief from disaster and hope for 
the oppressed, the hungry, and the sick. St. Alban’s PWRDF 
representative, Eric Hanson is thrilled that Archbishop 
Fred Hiltz, Primate of the Anglican Church of Canada 
will be speaking about his first hand experience of what 
the PWRDF does in Cuba, Guatemala, Brazil and Mexico. 
PWRDF’s Latin America/Caribbean program emphasizes 
training for capacity building and advocacy, policy work, 
and the building and strengthening of networks and 
grassroots groups to affect social change and lobby for 
human, economic, social and cultural rights. It supports 
organizations and individual efforts aimed at strengthening 
democracy and reducing or eliminating inequalities based 
on race, social class and gender.

Archbishop Hiltz will also be preaching at both the 8:30 
am and the 10 am services on April 28th  at St. Alban in 
Richmond. 

Tickets for the PWRDF Dinner are $40. Please call St. 
Alban, Richmond at 604.278.2770 for tickets and more 
information.  Bring your appetite, sombrero or castanets 
and get ready to learn how the PWRDF changes lives south 
of the borders. Everyone is welcome. 
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Following the procession that marked the beginning of the 
Celebration of New Ministry Eucharist, Bishop Michael 
welcomed the congregation, adding a special welcome to 
the members of St. Helen’s, Surrey who had made the trip 
to West Vancouver that mild Wednesday evening, Febru-
ary 20th, 2013. Smiling, he told the St. Christopher’s 
congregation that it is always a “very good sign” when 
a substantial contingent from the new rector’s former 
congregation attends the Celebration of New Ministry in 
their new parish. Bishop Michael went on to say that this 
show of affection is no surprise as their new rector, the Rev. 
Michael McGee, is “a much loved and respected priest of 
our diocese.”

The liturgy, led by organist and Music Director, Dr. 
Annabelle Paetsch; bassoonist, David Boddington; violinist, 
Edgar Bridwell; the St. Christopher’s Choir and bell ringers, 
had a festival flair adding to the atmosphere of the Eucharist.

The Incumbent of All Saints, Ladner, the Rev. Elizabeth 
Northcotte was the preacher and she was an excellent 
choice. Elizabeth and Michael were seminarians together in 
Montreal more than two decades ago and they also shared 
ministry responsibilities years later when both of them, 
now priests in the Diocese of New Westminster, served as 
members of the St. Mary’s, Kerrisdale clergy team.

Elizabeth spoke about her early impressions of Michael 
and Susan McGee and how they were a couple with which 
she experienced an instant connection, like they had known 
each other all their lives.

Elizabeth said that not only is the Parish of St. Chris-
topher fortunate to be sharing ministry with Michael but 
they will also benefit substantially from the presence of 
Michael’s “best friend” Susan. She went on to say that 
Michael “is a faithful and respected man who carries God’s 
Spirit.” A dedicated runner, Michael always runs with his 
partner, Grace. 

In her address, Elizabeth wove together the readings 
from scripture: Numbers 11: 16 – 17, 24 – 25a; 2 Corinthi-
ans 4: 1 – 6; and the Gospel, Luke 10: 1 – 2 into a compel-
ling reflection, with the emphasis being that as disciples 
of Christ, it is with God’s mercy that Michael and the 
community of the Parish of St. Christopher’s will share 
ministry together.

The Celebration of New Ministry continued after the 
sermon and the anthem, Handel’s Rejoice, Give Thanks, 
with the presentation to Michael by members of the con-
gregation of the Symbols of Ministry: the Bible, Holy Water 
for Baptism, oil for anointing and healing, the Canons, 
the keys to the buildings, prayer books, hymn books and 
finally, the elements of the Eucharist — the bread and wine.

After the presentations, Bishop Michael said these 
words, “Michael, let all these be signs of the ministry which 
is mine and yours, and is shared by all the people of God.” 
To which Michael replied, “Amen. May we find joy together 
in the service of Christ.” Bishop Michael then looked out to 
the congregation and said, “I present Michael as the leader 
of your ministry, and I invite your welcome.”

These words were greeted by a sustained ovation as the 

He Carries God’s Spirit
The Reverend Michael McGee’s Induction at St. Christopher’s, West Vancouver
RAnDY MURRAY
Diocesan Communications Officer and Editor of Topic

West Vancouver community of faith welcomed their new 
rector and the contingent from St. Helen’s, Surrey bid 
another fond farewell to their friend.

The remainder of the worship unfolded with the tradi-
tional welcome to the Archdeaconry of Capilano by the Ven. 
Dr. Lynne McNaughton and Regional Dean, the Rev. Dr. 

TOP LEFT The Rev. Michael McGee in a reflective mood. 

TOP RIGHT The preacher, the Rev. Elizabeth Northcotte.

MIDDLE RIGHT The new rector and Bishop Michael share The Peace. 

BOTTOM The Rev. Michael McGee is presented with the Symbols of Ministry by  
his new congregation.

Angus Stuart. Michael led the congregation in the Prayers 
of the People and The Peace and assisted Bishop Michael 
at the Altar for the Eucharist.

It was indeed a joyful celebration and a glorious begin-
ning to the shared ministry of the Rev. Michael McGee and 
the Parish of St. Christopher, West Vancouver. 
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On January 26th, Saint Helen’s Surrey 
gathered to celebrate almost 10 years of 
the Rev. Michael McGee’s incumbency as 
priest, and to wish him well in his call to St. 
Christopher’s, West Vancouver. The evening 
included both spoken and musical tributes 
as well as a bounty of cuisine from South 
Africa, the Philippines, Sri Lanka, Canada 
and the UK. 

The parish of Saint Helen’s has grown 
under the Rev. Michael’s guidance. Perhaps 
the best example of his leadership is our 
sponsorship of a family of ethnic Karen 
refugees from Burma, relatives of members 
of St. Helen’s congregation. They are suc-
cessfully integrating into their new home, 

Once a year, St. Paul’s Church in the West 
End of Vancouver celebrates the anniversary 
of Our House, falling this year on February 
3rd, 2013. The unique Our House ministry 
is offered to drug and alcohol addicts by a 
community of recovering drug and alcohol 
addicts. It is a real example of healing and 
freeing the oppressed.

For the past six years, the Our House 
community has made St. Paul’s its spiritual 
home, becoming part of the wider worship-
ping community. The anniversary provided 
the opportunity for the smaller group to 
tell the larger group what has been going 
on over the past year. They told amazing 
stories of acceptance, repentance and love.

They told stories of staying free of drugs 
for the past three years, of dealing with 
people whom no one else would deal with, 
of relinquishing control over others to exert 
control over oneself, of hearing someone 

Catherine (Kit) Stevenson, ODNW (Order 
of the Diocese of New Westminster) passed 
away in the early morning of February 5th 
at the age of 90. 

Kit had a long history of service to the 
Parish of St. Christopher, West Vancouver 
and the diocese. Kit’s passion for the dignity 
and respect of women led her to take action 
and she helped to found the Diocesan Unit 
Against Violence and Pornography — a 
group that did much to raise awareness for 
and speak out against the abuse of women 
in our society. 

Rob Dickson, Business Administrator of 
the Diocese of New Westminster and also a 
parishioner of St. Christopher’s said, “She 
was wonderful person, a true friend and a 
strength in our Parish and a strength in the 
diocese and beyond with her strong sense of 
social justice. She will be missed by many.”

Kit’s Memorial took place at St. Chris-
topher’s, West Vancouver on Saturday, 
February 23rd. 

• St. Helen’s Surrey Bids a Fond Farewell •
SUBMISSION Chris Richards

• Our House Anniversary 2013 •
SUBMISSION Leslie Buck

IN MEMORIAM
• Catherine “Kit” Stevenson, ODNW •

• VST Declares End to State of Financial Exigency •
SUBMISSION Shannon Lythgoe

Communications and Recruitment Associate, Vancouver School of Theology

AROUNd THe dIOCeSe

On Friday, February 15th, the Board of 
Governors of the Vancouver School of 
Theology (VST) officially declared that 
the January 2012 declared state of finan-
cial exigency, has been rescinded. VST’s 
accrediting institution, the Association 
of Theological Schools, states in its guide-
lines, “Financial exigency is declared when 
an institution needs to take extraordinary 
action to reduce expenditures and preserve 
resources.” Several strategic integrated 
actions over the past year have made this 
possible, including excellent fiscal and 
administrative management, reduction in 
expenditures, revised investment policy and 
an increase in donor contributions.

Acting Principal, Stephen Farris, notes 
that while this is indeed good news, VST 
must continue to practice restraint and solid 
budgetary oversight in order to nurture the 
financial health of the school. “This does not 

Kit with Bishop Michael after being invested into the Order of 
the Diocese of New Westminster, November 2010. 
PHOTO Wayne Chose

The Rev. Michael and Susan McGee at the farewell dinner. PHOTO Bob Desaulniers 

Our House is one of the five current recipi-
ents of funding from care+share the Diocese 
of New Westminster’s compassionate service 
initiative. 

Donations given by individuals and parishes 
to care+share go 100% to the groups sup-
ported. For more information please go to 
www.vancouver.anglican.ca/OurMinistry/
ReachingOut/careshare.aspx  

Our House founder Norm Sharkey is preparing to cut the birthday cake while Cam and Conrad look on. Dr. Heather Clarke (left) and the Rev. Dr. Stephen Farris (right). PHOTOS Vancouver School of Theology

and we continue to learn from each other.
The sponsorship has inspired us to 

continue to work, grow and thrive. It is 
true that the Church is the body of Christ, 
the people of God. It is also true that the 
rector of a parish sets the tone. While the 
Rev. Michael led us, celebrated with us, and 
sometimes grieved with us, we were sus-
tained by his ministry, and that of his family. 
The parish will miss him, but we know that 
his new parish family of St. Christopher’s 
will benefit from his pastoral compassion, 
humility and broad experience that have 
made St. Helen’s a place of vibrant, joyful, 
active ministry. 

say “I love you” when love had flown away.
The Rev. Lois Boxill presided at the Par-

ish Eucharist that day. She read the hymn to 
love written by St. Paul for the Corinthians. 
She contrasted that love, as described by St. 
Paul and lived by Our House, with love 
as often understood by our contemporary 
society. 

As Communion was served the St. Paul’s 
community sang, All Are Welcome in This 
Place.

mean that the purse strings will dramatically 
loosen in the foreseeable future.” Farris 
stresses that VST must remain committed 
to ensuring the continuation of excellence 
in theological education through good 
fiduciary management. 

The VST Board of Governors chair, 
Heather Clarke, gratefully acknowledges 
the outstanding continuing support of 
VST’s family — its faculty, staff and stu-
dents; denominational partners; donors; 
and volunteer Board and committee 
members, during the recent phase of 
financial exigency. “I am excited about and 
convinced that with revitalized fiduciary 
stewardship VST’s ability to carry out its 
educational mission will continue to flour-
ish and that VST will continue to fulfill its 
role as a key West Coast ecumenical theo-
logical institution educating church and 
community leaders for the 21st century.” 

May she  
rest in peace  

and rise in glory.
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• The Parish of St. Matthew Presents a Cheque •
SUBMISSION Carole Keighley

• Clergy News •
From the Desk of Executive Archdeacon, the Venerable G. Douglas Fenton

AROUNd THe dIOCeSe

As reported in the March issue of Topic 
in an article written by the Rev. Fr. Allen 
Doerksen, Missioner to the Central Fraser 
Valley and Incumbent of the Parish of St. 
Matthew’s, Abbotsford, the January 29th, 
2013 lecture Finding the Post-Modern Bal-
ance garnered over $1,000 in donations for 
Abbotsford Food Bank.

The lecturer was Bishop Michael Ing-
ham and following the lecture, two panel-
ists responded to his presentation in which, 
according to Fr. Allen, “Bishop Ingham 

The Rev. Gary Hamblin was appointed as 
half-time temporary priest-in-charge of 
St. Stephen the Martyr, Burnaby effective 
February 1st, 2013 for one year, reducing 
to quarter-time in 2014. Gary follows the 
Rev. Paul Bowie who resigned to accept the 
incumbency of All Saints’, Mission. Prior 
to this appointment, Gary was interim 
priest-in-charge of St. John the Evangelist, 

Left to right: George Ferguson (Former Mayor of Abbotsford), Douglas MacAdams (Queen’s Counsel), David Murray (Director, Abbotsford Food Bank), the Rev. Fr. Allen Doerksen,  
the Rev. Art Turnbull and Carole Keighley (Bishop’s Warden). PHOTO Peter Keighley

• New Children and Youth Ministry Worker at St. Christopher’s, West Vancouver •
SUBMISSION Michael McGee

St. Christopher’s is pleased to announce 
that we now have a new Children and 
Youth Ministry Worker at our parish. Kirsty 
Provan grew up in Fife, Scotland, before 

New Children & Youth Ministry Worker, Kirsty Provan. 
PHOTO Kenton Macdonald-Lin

Gary Hamblin (left), Joy Hamblin (centre) with Archbishop Desmond Tutu (right).

explored the contours of Christianity in the 
contemporary world thoughtfully drawing 
the conclusion that labels such as liberal 
and conservative are fast becoming irrel-
evant in churches where people of all ages, 
but especially the young, are looking for a 
deeper Christian spirituality that integrates 
the Bible, the Tradition, and developments 
in Science and Culture in interesting and 
helpful ways.” Responding to panelists and 
to questions raised from the floor, Bishop 
Michael used humour and personal experi-

immigrating to Vancouver at the age of 
nine, when her father, Iain, was offered 
a position teaching Old Testament and 
Hebrew at Regent College. She has spent 
a great deal of time working with children, 
specifically in ministry. Her two great pas-
sions are working with young people and 
the Arts. Kirsty believes that Art is vital in 
the development and expression of youth, 
especially in their faith journey. Raised in 
classical literature, her passion for Austen, 
Dickens and the Bronte sisters began early, 
but she found herself most drawn to the 
stories of C. S. Lewis and J. R. R. Tolkien, 
where the Christ story came alive to her in 
the lands of Narnia and Rivendell. When 
Kirsty isn’t reading, like a true North Van 
girl she enjoys hiking the outdoors, cross-
fit and yoga, as well as taking film classes. 
Kirsty is teaching a Voice and Movement 
class at Trinity Western University. She 
has worked with Pacific Theatre and is 
thrilled to be on board at St. Christopher’s 
as the new Children and Youth Ministry 
Worker. 

The Rev. Andrew Halladay. PHOTO David Taylor

 DATE: Saturday, April 27th, 2013 
 PLACE: St. Dunstan’s, Aldergrove
    3025 – 264th Street, Aldergrove, BC
 TIME: 9:30 am Registration and Coffee
    10 am – 2:30 pm Seminar/Workshop

Michael Harvey (photo left) is a founding 
team member of Back to Church Sunday. He 
has spoken to thousands of church leaders 
across three continents. Back to Church 
Sunday takes place in countries around 
the globe.

North Vancouver.
Also effective February 1st, the Bishop 

appointed the Rev. Andrew Halladay as 
half-time temporary priest-in-charge at 
St. Augustine’s, Marpole. Formerly a priest 
in the Anglican Parishes of the Interior, 
Andrew transferred to this diocese, bringing 
gifts in music and theatre. 

• Unlocking The Growth •
With Back To Church Sunday Founder, Michael Harvey

Seminar Topics
	 •	 The	reasons	Christians	don’t	invite.
	 •	 Hidden	attitudes	in	our	churches.
	 •	 How	to	overcome	the	wounds	of	the	past.
	 •	 How	welcoming plays its part.
	 •	What	is	church	in	2013?
	 •	 The	keys	to	adding	to	the	church.
	 •	 12	steps	of	kicking	the	habit	of	being	 
  an un-inviting church or:  
  “how to double a congregation in a day.”

Registration details are on the diocesan website, www.vancouver.anglican.ca, they will 
be included in the bi-weekly Parish Mail email or ask your rector, priest-in-charge or 
administrator for information. 

The Camp Artaban Society 
PRESENTS 

• 30th Annual Cream Tea •
Saturday April 13th, 2012

1:30 pm to 3:30 pm
at  

St. Augustine’s Church, Vancouver 
8680 Hudson Street (in Marpole)

BEST  
SCONES, CREAM AND JAM 

ANYWHERE!

ence to make the point that, as we embrace 
dialogue, we bridge division. He challenged 
the audience to resist the temptation to 
label others and value resources in all of 
our traditions. 

The event drew an audience of over 150. 
The Parish of St. Matthew’s leadership, 

well aware of the challenges facing the 
local Food Bank supporting 7,000 people 
(an estimated 3,000 of them are children), 
decided early on that admission to the lec-
ture event would be by donation in support 

of the local Food Bank.
The Parish presented its cheque, Sunday, 

February 17th to David Murray, Director 
of the Abbotsford Food Bank shown in 
the photo. 
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• An Unexpected Journey • Confirmation Preparation Day 2013 •
SUBMISSION Phil Colvin

Thanks Wayne!
From diocesan Communications Officer and editor of Topic, Randy Murray

“This is a first for me,” Bishop Michael 
remarked as he prepared to speak to the 
group of 50 gathered in the Chancel of 
Christ Church Cathedral on February 23rd, 
with his notes contained on his iPad rather 
than on paper. It was an introduction to a 
day all about the unexpected choices and 
possibilities open in our lives when we 
choose Christ at the time of our confirma-
tion, reaffirmation or reception.

This was the third annual diocesan 
preparation day, and the largest so far with 
participants gathered from St. Matthew’s, 
Abbotsford and St. David’s, Tsawwassen 
and a dozen parishes in between. After the 
discussion with Bishop Michael, adult and 
younger confirmands split into age groups 
for workshops. The Rev. David Taylor and 

There are perhaps a few regular readers 
of Topic who are aware that on December 
29th, 2012, I tumbled down pretty much 
the entire flight of stairs going down to 
my backyard with the results, a ruptured 
patellar tendon in my left knee. My beloved 
Lhasa Apso, Dalai, refused to go down 
the stairs for her morning constitutional 
because she knew the stairs were dangerous. 
I, a person who obviously does not have the 
sense that God gave a lapdog, picked her 
up and proceeded on a course that would 
result in emergency orthopedic surgery on 
December 30th and as of this writing, 8 
weeks of post-op recovery consisting of 
very little movement or much else for that 
matter (for you animal lovers, I cradled 
Dalai in my right arm and gently placed 
her on the ground upon landing, she went 
off did her business and came back and 
sniffed a bit). I was, however, able to work 
from home but I could not cover events. 
Fortunately, many of the folks who help me 
on a regular basis, gathering information 
about the life of our diocese stepped up and 
did a fabulous job. Special thanks to Neale 
Adams, Melanie Delva, Paul Strudwick, 
Phil Colvin, Brenda Berck and very special 
thanks to Jennifer Ewing, Topic’s Designer 
who pretty much took over the finalizing of 
the February issue. During that first week 
of January 2013, I was keen to participate, 
but admittedly, I was extremely medicated. 
Thank goodness for Jennifer.

The person I really want to thank in this 
little blurb is Unofficial Official Diocesan 
Photographer, Mr. Wayne Chose. Wayne 
is an excellent photographer; photography, 
videography and photo finishing are his 

TOP Bishop Michael speaking to the participants during Confirmation Preparation Day from notes on his iPad. 

BOTTOM LEFT Youth using interactive prayer stations, “Play-Do Prayers.” 
BOTTOM RIGHT “Making Connections,” interactive prayer station.

LEFT Randy’s Lhasa Apso, Dalai. 
RIGHT Wayne Chose and Molly.

AROUNd THe dIOCeSe

career; he is one of the finest portrait pho-
tographers in the city and happens to be 
a parishioner at Christ Church Cathedral. 
Wayne attended numerous events on my 
behalf, was the consummate professional, 
took excellent photos and made sure that I 
had first class photo files to work with, both 
for electronic media and for print within 
hours of the event taking place. 

So, thank you, Wayne and also a big 
thank you to Wayne’s wife Mary who spent 
more than a few evenings and afternoons 
alone in the early months of 2013, but was 
never too busy to help Wayne get ready for 
the shoot.

Rehab for this particular surgery is 
extensive  — between 6 and 8 months — so 
I have a bit of a ways to go before I am back 
to my former mobility but with the great 
support I have received and will continue to 
receive, I’m sure “all will be well.” 

Phil Colvin introduced the young cohorts 
to their gifts and talents through a spiritual 
examen and interactive prayer stations. 
Meanwhile, the Rev. Chris Dierkes and 
the Rev. Jessica Schaap worked alongside 
adults considering their hopes, fears and 
expectations for their own confirmation, 
reaffirmation or reception.

The day concluded with a Eucharist 
presided at by the Ven. Dr. Ellen Clark-
King, designed to introduce aspects of the 
confirmation liturgy, as well as to offer 
reflections on the components of the liturgy 
in a typical Anglican Eucharist.

Confirmation services in 2013 take 
place at Christ Church Cathedral on 
consecutive Sundays, April 21st and 28th 
at 4 pm. 

• The Future is Now •
In the accompanying photo taken by Neale 
Adams, at the February 12th, meeting of 
Diocesan Council, we see Archdeacon of 
Deacons, the Ven. John Struthers powering 
up his tablet in preparation for the meeting. 

The word is that Bishop Michael is regularly 
using his iPad for sermon and presentation 
notes. See the story, An Unexpected Journey 
in Around the Diocese, for more on Bishop 
Michael and his iPad. 
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On Thursday, February 21st, the evening of the Rev. Paul 
Bowie’s Celebration of New Ministry induction into the 
parish of All Saints, Mission, Bishop Michael spoke of the 
dark night of Lent being filled with the early light of Easter 
as he addressed the joyful parishioners, friends and clergy 
in attendance. It was an evening filled with laughter, spirit 
and love as 13 clergy processed (and several more sat in the 
pews) joining many parishioners and friends from around 
the Diocese in celebration of Paul’s new Parish home and 
the beginning of their shared ministry.

The Choir was wonderful throughout the service as they 
led the congregation through worship and participated in 
the presentation of the Symbols of Ministry during the 
service.

The reception following Paul’s induction was beautifully 
presented and had something for every taste. Paul was given 
gifts of welcome from the Deanery as well as from mem-
bers of the congregation. Thanks to Ed Betterton, Brian 
McIntyre, Harold Vos and Colleen Keil for coordinating 
this sacred evening.

While Paul’s induction was truly holy and the Spirit 
was present amongst us as we shared in faith and fellow-
ship, some of the service was, in a word, “a-Pauling” as the 

“Paul jokes” flew between Archdeacon Stephen Rowe and 
the Regional Dean, the Rev. Paul Guiton (who preached a 
tremendous sermon). Apparently, the Fraser Archdeaconry 
is rife with Paul’s (and Paula’s) and even one of the Wardens 
got into the fray with her overwhelming list of the Paul’s 
she has as friends and neighbors. The laughter was joyous, 
loving and heartfelt!

The evening was indeed “a brightness on this dark night 
in Lent.” We thank Bishop Michael and all who attended 
Paul Bowie’s ceremony joining together with the folks at 
All Saint’s, Mission as they welcomed their new Priest. 

A Brightness in this dark Night of Lent
The Reverend paul Bowie’s Induction at All Saints, Mission 
linDA vARin
Deacon, St. Dunstan, Aldergrove

LEFT Bishop Michael and the new rector, the Rev. Paul Bowie, of All Saints, Mission. TOP RIGHT The first two rows of the nave were occupied by parishioners participating in the presentation of the Symbols of Ministry. 
BOTTOM RIGHT Paul enjoys receiving a gift with the help of Rose Bennett at the reception held after worship. PHOTOS Margaret Peake
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DIOCESAN
SCHOOL FOR
LEADERSHIP
A week long opportunity 
to develop your skills

Sunday, July 21 through
Saturday, July 27, 2013
Rosemary Heights
Retreat Centre, Surrey

Deadline for applications 
is April 30, 2013. 
For clergy and lay 
people—send a team.

MORE INFORMATION
The Rev’d Marnie Peterson
mpeterson@vancouver.anglican.ca
http://bit.ly/VIsXvs
604-684-6306 x 221

This year’s Diocesan Synod will be held 
on Friday, May 24th and Saturday, May 
25th in the Grand Ballroom of the Italian 
Cultural Centre (Grandview Highway and 
Slocan, near the Renfrew Skytrain Station). 

Friday and Saturday will be full days, 
beginning at 8 am. Lunch will be served 
both days, and on Friday evening there will 
be a dinner and time for socializing with 
the other Synod members.

Our Synod this year is focused on 
identifying and strengthening the bonds 
that exist on a variety of levels: between 
individual parishes, amongst the parishes 
as a whole as they make up the Diocese of 
New Westminster, and between the diocese 
and the wider Anglican Communion.

Our Synod partner
We are very happy to welcome our Synod 
Partner, the Right Rev. James Tengatenga, 
Bishop of Southern Malawi and the Chair 
of the Anglican Consultative Coun-
cil. The Anglican Consultative Council 
meets approximately every three years. It 
is comprised of bishops, clergy and lay 
people from each of the Communion’s 38 
provinces. The ACC works to coordinate 
communication and action between all 
components of Communion. 

Bishop James has studied in the US, 
England and Malawi, and was consecrated 
Bishop of Malawi in 1998. He has a PhD 
in Church and State Relations from the 
University of Malawi, and has honorary 
degrees from Seminary of the Southwest, 
Austin and General Theological Seminary 
in New York.

Bishop James is an active participant 
on many committees, from the local level 
to the international, including the Malawi 
National AIDS Commission, the Malawi 
Council of Churches, the Anglican Consul-
tative Council (chair), the Inter-Anglican 
Standing Committee on Ecumenical 
Relations, and the International Board of 
SOMA (Sharing of Ministries Abroad).

Bishop James will preach at the Friday 
Eucharist, and he will also be addressing the 
members of synod throughout the two days.

Opening eucharist
An important part of each year’s synod is 
the opportunity for our diocese to gather 
together in worship.

This year, the public worship service 
will be held on Friday, May 24th at 9 am 
at the Italian Cultural Centre prior to the 
convening of Synod.

Kevin Zakresky (Organist and Direc-
tor of Music at St. Alban, Richmond 
and Director of Music, Prince George 
Symphony Orchestra) leads the music 
team this year. The Rev. David Taylor (St. 
Mary’s, Kerrisdale and Director of Music 
for last year’s production of Godspell! and 
this year’s production of Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat) and the 
Rev. Andrew Halladay (St. Augustine’s, 
Marpole and Director of last year’s produc-
tion of Godspell! and this year’s production 
of Joseph and the Amazing Technicolour 
Dreamcoat) will be assisting Kevin. Together 
they are working to incorporate melodies 
and rhythms from our Christian sisters and 
brothers around the world into worship. 
Kevin, David and Andrew will be working 
with the Rev. Jessica Schaap, (Assistant 
Priest at St. James’ and a major contributor 
to the worship for last year’s Synod) and 
the Rev. Ruth Monette (currently interim 
priest-in-charge of St. Helen’s, Surrey. Ruth 
spent much of 2012 at St. Matthias and St. 
Luke, Oakridge helping to re-establish wor-
ship and ministry in the Anglican Church 
of Canada).

Synod 2013
Reconnecting • Locally and Globally
SUSAn MCGEE
Chair, Synod Planning Committee

Everyone is invited; you don’t have to 
be a synod delegate to attend this service! 

Follow up from the Special 
Synod of November 2012
The Reconnect Task Force has been charged 
by Diocesan Council to present recom-
mendations by Synod 2013 that address 
the expressed desire from the Special Synod 
in November for all components of our 
Diocese to renew their commitment to 
common mission and ministry. 

After carefully reading the comments 
expressed at the Special Synod in November 
2012, the Reconnect Task Force is examin-
ing ways to build bridges in our diocese. 
In November, many concerns were raised 
as to the health and vitality of parishes 
and our diocese. Comments were offered 
which underlined the desire for parishes to 
be renewed both internally and with other 
parishes. There was a clearly expressed 
desire for healing and renewed hope, and 
for a renewal to take place in the parish’s 
connections as the diocese, as well as with 
the National Church and the Anglican 
Communion.

The Reconnect Task Force has catego-
rized the concerns raised into four catego-
ries: Communication, Cooperation, Connect-
ing and Caring. These will be the areas that 
we focus upon as we look toward the future. 

Every Parish Council/Church Commit-
tee in the diocese was asked to fill in a survey 
to express concerns and suggest ways of 
reconnecting as a diocese. These responses 
will be very important and play a key role in 
the presentation that will be made at Synod, 
as we will examine how we create stronger 
parishes and a stronger diocese as we move 
forward together.

The Reconnect Task Force with the 
White Paper Task Force will be presenting 
at a pre-Synod Day, Saturday, April 20th, 
9:30 am to 12:30 pm at St. Dunstan’s, 
Aldergrove. Synod Delegares are strongly 
encouraged to attend but it is open to all.

Regular Components of Synod
We will have updates on the work of our 
own diocese, including the Diocesan School 
for Leadership and the care+share program. 
There will be information on the work of 
our diocesan unit as Vancouver prepares 
to welcome the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission major events this Septem-
ber. We will also have an update from the 
National Church.

Members of Synod will also receive 
information on diocesan finances, begin-
ning with a report on the past year. We will 
then work through the forecast for the year 

Synod 2013 planning Committee
•	Susan	McGee	•	The	Ven.	Douglas	Fenton	•	 

•	The	Rev.	Eileen	Nurse	•	 
•	Rob	Dickson	•	Randy	Murray	•

Kevin Zakresky. PHOTO Brandon Hart Photography

to come, deciding together how we wish to 
use our resources for the coming year. 

We will also have the opportunity to 
elect members to a variety of diocesan 
committees. This year, the positions to be 
elected at Synod include: Diocesan Trea-
surer, Secretaries of Synod (clergy and lay), 
Deanery Representatives, Youth Represen-
tative, Board of Discipline (clergy and lay), 
Bishop’s Advisory Committee on Appoint-
ments (clergy and lay), Anglican Initiatives 
Fund (clergy and lay). Nomination forms 
are available on the Diocesan website.

Another component of Synod is the 

opportunity for resolutions to be put before 
the Synod members for debate, discussion 
and voting. We have provided more time 
for discussion in this year’s agenda. Some 
resolutions will be discussed and voted 
on during Friday’s session, and some will 
be discussed on Saturday. It is therefore 
very important that delegates commit to 
attending both days of Synod in order to 
participate fully.

As the planning and preparations 
continue, we ask for your prayers that this 
Synod will be a productive, positive, and 
inspiring event in the life of our Diocese. 

Synod Worship planning Team
•	The	Rev.	Jessica	Schaap	•	The	Rev.	Ruth	Monette	•	 

•	The	Rev.	David	Taylor	•	 
•	The	Rev.	Andrew	Halladay	•	Kevin	Zakresky	•

The Rev. Jessica Schaap. PHOTO Cliff CapraniThe Rev. David Taylor.
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OpINION

All my life I have wanted to take a real aca-
demic course about the Bible and Christian 
theology, one which covered both the Old 
and New Testaments in great detail from 
beginning to end, and put everything in 
context. Currently, Anglicans in Canada, 
and Episcopalians in the US, have access 
to the Education for Ministry (EFM) 
course, which is often taught in churches. 
It is a 4-year course printed in yearly bind-
ers and covers the equivalent of one year 
of theological study. The “ministry” for 
which it is intended is not candidacy to the 
priesthood, but it is for laity, who in their 
daily life, “minister” with their families, 
themselves and other people. It costs $375 a 
year, which is very reasonable for a course of 
this calibre. There are no degrees or credits 
upon completion of this course, but there 
are also no exams.

 It is a truly wonderful experience! 
Each group is limited to ten people, which 
makes it very cohesive and manageable. 
Each cohort has a mentor and the men-
tor encourages us to ask any questions we 
wish. They do not stuff doctrine down our 
throats, but invite us to come to our own 
conclusions from our study.

 In an intimate setting like this and 
over a period of four years, we are revealing 
things about ourselves that even our best 
friends do not know. A trust and compas-
sion for each other gradually develops and 
becomes deeper each year. At the end of the 
course we have revealed the depths of our 
soul and made friendships for life.

 There are many remarkable people in 
the group to which I belong. We are of 
all ages, from 20 to 80, with most people 
middle-aged. Some of us have suffered 

Letting it All Hang Out
BETTY voGEl
St. James’, Vancouver; St. Paul’s, Vancouver EFM Group

much horror and pain in our lives and are 
seeking the love and healing power of God. 

Recently, our group experienced an amaz-
ing EFM meeting. While working on one of 
our autobiographical exercises, one member 
of the group said that he “loathed himself and 
didn’t care that much for other people either.”

This caused quite a stir and started a very 
interesting discussion. It turned out that over 
half of our group of ten people disliked them-
selves and felt similarly about others. At the 
end of the discussion, one person summed it 
up by saying, “We are all just a pile of dung.”

Only two people in the group felt oth-
erwise. They couldn’t understand what the 
rest of us were talking about, but were too 
kind to criticize.

Why do so many Christians hate them-
selves? Is this self-loathing some kind of 
Protestant guilt or angst? Are Christians 
more sensitive to their own weaknesses than 
to other people? Or, do these feelings come 
from the our aggressive animal instincts from 
our evolutionary past?

Perhaps the best solution to this dilemma 
was a comment by one of the kindest and 
most loving members of our class. After 
admitting that he “detested himself and other 
people” he continued saying, “All that a sin-
ner like me can do is try to help others, that’s 
all I’m good for.” Does this illustrate the old 
adage that “the greatest saints have always 
considered themselves the worst of sinners?” 

It would be interesting if Canadian 
Sociologist, Reginald Bibby could compile 
some statistics about these feelings among 
Christians, compared to people of “no” or 
other beliefs 

An open letter to the Diocesan council: 

My family and i are very upset about your deci-
sion to stop funding for Camp Artaban and we 
request that you reconsider your decision. As a 
result of this decision, Camp Artaban has had to 
close for the year and hundreds of kids will not 
be joining their friends at camp this summer. 

Camp Artaban is not just another residential sum-
mer camp in a beautiful setting. it is an important 
and vital ministry of the Church. For many youth 
of the diocese and beyond, their main exposure 
to the Church’s teaching is at camp. My girls aren’t 
interested in coming to church very often, but 
they are always eager to attend Camp Artaban 
and they come home with many fond memories, 
including songs they have learned and memories 
of chapel time. Girls Camp at Artaban provides 
girls with a place where, as my daughter says, “you 
can just be yourself.” The girls don’t need to worry 
about fitting in at Camp Artaban; everyone feels 
welcomed and valued. For teen and pre-teen 

Letter to the editor

youth today this is a very important ministry 
that the Church provides through Camp Artaban.

The January edition of Topic lists the “Diocesan 
values for Ministry with and Among Young 
People.” in Church discussions at every level, we 
all talk about engaging the next generation to 
continue in the life of the Church. Yet for many 
youth, those words might sound hollow in the 
face of the decision to cut one of the diocese 
most important youth ministries. 

Please reconsider your decision. Although it is too 
late for Camp Artaban to open this year, please 
let the young people of the diocese know that 
the rest of us care about this important ministry 
for future years.

Sincerely,
Erica Roberts
St. David of Wales, Vancouver 

Rehearsals are well underway for Joseph and the Amaz-
ing Technicolour Dreamcoat, the 2013 production of the 
Diocesan Arts Ministry! Last year’s production alongside 
Christ Church Cathedral brought together a community of 
thirteen young adults and a talented backstage team. This 
year’s production has grown: there are over 50 children, 
teens, young adults and adult performers in this fabulous 
intergenerational production.

Co-produced by St. Mary’s, Kerrisdale and the Diocesan 
Youth Movement, performances of Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolour Dreamcoat will take place at St. Mary’s on the 
evenings of May 29th, 30th, 31st and June 1st (with an 
additional matinee on the final day). Tickets will be avail-
able soon. Look for a feature article in next month’s Topic 
about Joseph and the Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat and 
the exciting ministry which has been going on around 
it. You can follow the production at the Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat 2013 Facebook page! 

Joseph and the  
Amazing Technicolour dreamcoat

Cameron Gutjahr and the Children’s Chorus rehearsing for Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolour Dreamcoat. PHOTO Phil Colvin

The docks at Camp Artaban.
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News & Events for Youth in the Diocese of New Westminster

YOUTH CONNECTIONS

contact 
Diocesan Youth Coordinator Phil Colvin 
pcolvin@vancouver.anglican.ca  
604.684.6306 ext. 225 (Wednesdays and Fridays)

youth groups
For Parish Youth Groups go to http://tinyurl.com/DnW-Youth

I’ve gone to summer camp for a long time. I went to camp 
as a camper growing up, and I have been on staff for several 
other summers. To me, camp is important, and a serious 
part of youth ministry. 

You’ve likely heard by now the recommendation that 
Camp Artaban close for this summer. Diocesan Council, 
people we trust to make tough decisions in the diocese, 
thoroughly examined Artaban’s current situation and made 
the best recommendation they could. There are problems; 
Artaban is expensive to operate, it lacks a significant donor 
base, and the facilities require multiple upgrades. Artaban 
needs a serious amount of money. 

Camping has changed dramatically over the past 
ninety years. Camp is a great place for kids to grow their 
interpersonal skills, gain experiences atypical to city life, 
and reconnect with creation. But Artaban’s past model of 
camp ministry hasn’t been sustainable. We could spend 
the summer lamenting the lack of Artaban programming, 
however I believe we have a better alternative and a greater 
opportunity, and that is to use this summer to reimagine 
Artaban and find great ways to do camping ministry in 
the diocese.

partnership 
Youth ministry is increasingly done in partnership. For 
example, diocesan and provincial youth movements col-
laborate on retreat weekends, like Keep Calm and Wait held 
during this past Family Day weekend. Parishes, for example, 
like those in the west-side neighbourhoods of Granville and 
Point Grey partner with other parishes in their deanery and 
other denominations in their neighbourhood. In the past, 
parishes were so connected to Artaban they would partner 
to program certain weeks of the summer. Re-forging parish-
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camp partnerships and developing new ones, could lead to 
camps that meet specific needs, have invested volunteers, 
and fit the direction of the diocese.

Camps like Young Life Rockridge attract hundreds of 
teenagers each week in the summer because leaders have 
connections with those teenagers throughout the rest of 
the year. Camping ministry that does not come home 
with kids relies on the myth that camp is a “charge period 
for the faith battery” in a child. Partnerships would help 
maintain a yearlong relationship with Artaban through 
the rest of the year.

Ideas
This summer, the Diocese of British Columbia will be 
running their Camp in the Community program for the 
second summer in a row. Their diocesan camp — Camp 
Columbia — faces challenges similar to Artaban. Camp 
in the Community seeks to offer small camps highlight-
ing specific ministry opportunities and interests. Another 
unique quality of Camp in the Community is that it offers 
programs across the diocese using a range of different facili-
ties so local parishes connect to and support youth at camp.

In Washington State, camps schedule programming 
weeks for kids of LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and 
Transgender) parents. These are camps where kids can go 
and not worry about being bullied because of their family. 
These camps are so in demand that they have waitlists. New 
ideas for how to do camp, including these two examples, 
will allow Artaban to offer something different, instead 
of competing with better-equipped camps such as Keats. 
Artaban could offer more distinct and specific opportuni-
ties not available elsewhere.

province Wide
Attendance at Anglican churches is declining. Both our 
diocese and the Diocese of British Columbia have camp 
properties that are expensive to operate, but are reasonably 
accessible via water taxi or ferry service. Finding a solu-
tion for camping should be mindful of the nature of our 
Province, rather than just our diocesan boundaries. Work-
ing with the rest of our Ecclesiastical Province to provide 
access to overnight camps in a variety of different locations 
encourages greater integration of our Anglican community.

Outdoor School
Artaban has a valuable property. Our diocese is currently 
investigating the possibility of an Anglican School. For us 
to offer meaningful education, we must meet needs that 
are not being addressed. There’s a need in education for 
outdoor education. Artaban, upgraded to have classroom 
space and year-round accommodation could be an incred-
ible resource for an Anglican School and for others to teach 
students about eco-stewardship and eco-justice.

In Conclusion
Artaban needs help and it needs ideas. Thankfully, there 
are people who care deeply about Artaban, and even more 
people who care about camp and the church. The future of 
successful camp ministry is going to be different than how 
we viewed the success of Artaban in the past. We need to 
use this summer to find a direction for Artaban that will 
achieve this success. This direction must meet the spiritual 
and developmental needs of kids and youth, as well as 
parishes and the diocese. 

TOP LEFT Group Shot from Keep Calm and Wait. PHOTO Liz Barr

BOTTOM  
LEFT Community building games at Keep Calm and Wait. PHOTO Devin Gillan 
MIDDLE TOP The Keep Calm and Wait “Winter Olympics” get underway.  
 PHOTO Phil Colvin   
MIDDLE BOTTOM The long jump event at the Keep Calm and Wait “Winter Olympics.”  
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RIGHT Intergenerational drum circle at Keep Calm and Wait. PHOTO Liz Barr


