
 

 

Notices for Sunday, November 8, 2020 
 
Dear lovely people of St Philip’s! 
 
Last Sunday evening saw Sarah Burns’ investiture into the Order of the Diocese of New 
Westminster. It was a beautiful and emotional service. The church was full to our Covid 
maximum of 50 people, and many other ODNW recipients were in attendance. The Bishop 
preached a wonderful sermon about how the love of God is ‘like a net stretched across the 
universe into which all are caught up’. Sarah, accompanied by her husband Jim and her 
children, Fiona and Andrew, was clearly delighted saying after the service how special it was to 
receive the award at St Philips. If you were unable to attend the service, you will be able to see 
Sarah’s investiture moment and hear Archbishop Melissa’s sermon via our website worship. 
Visit https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dbf7jgJ8Th8&feature=youtu.be 
 
This Sunday is Remembrance Sunday and our online service will reflect this theme. One of the 
biggest aspects of warfare that is becoming more recognised is the psychological impact it has 
on those who serve and their families. Recent studies in Canada and the UK suggest that 10% of 
veterans will suffer from PTSD relating directly to their service. Some American studies show 
twice that figure. I know from personal experience that a huge part of this is borne out in the 
daily reality of being at war, in particular the ‘not knowing’ aspect. This has numerous facets. 
On operations it can take the face of not knowing if you are going to survive the next patrol, 
survive another day, or even see your family and loved ones again. I have personally observed 
battle-hardened commandos being physically sick prior to walking out on yet another patrol, 
not knowing whether the next footstep would be their last because of the insidious threat of 
landmines.  
 
For families at home the not knowing is also psychologically hard to bear. Will today be the day 
when I get a knock on the door to say that my partner has been killed? Will I have to tell my 
children that their Dad or their Mum won’t be coming back? If they do come back, will they be 
the same? Some veterans feel that they can’t talk to their loved ones about their experiences in 
combat. How could they possibly know what it was like there? Often, they want to protect their 
loved ones from the horrors.  
 
Not knowing is hard to bear. So many during this seemingly endless pandemic are now 
suffering from similar mental health pressures because they do not know when all this is going 
to end. The initial ‘wartime spirit’ that saw us clapping for frontline workers each evening has 
been replaced by the relentless monotony and the degrading reality of not being able to see 
and hug our loved ones and live our normal life. We are in a ‘Dark night of the Soul,’ as St John 
of the Cross describes it. 
 
Writing from his own lockdown when he was in prison, St Paul lists no fewer that 17 forms of 
psychological trials: hardships, distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, peril, sword, death, 
life, angels, rulers, things present, things to come, powers, height, depth, and finally anything 
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else in all creation. Paul uses this comprehensive list to say that nothing whatsoever can 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. Many of us, in the light of not knowing, only 
feel powerless. But even from prison and facing his own death, Paul embraces his fragility; he 
accepts that he is going to be overwhelmed sometimes, but instead of making himself 
impervious to adversity, Paul invests in relationship. He decides that the heart of the universe is 
connection with God and one another, and he spends his lockdown pondering the one 
relationship that is more enduring than all others. 
 
This week, as we remember those who gave their lives for our freedom, however limited those 
freedoms might feel right now because of pandemic precautions, may we come to realise that 
we can never be separated from God’s love in Christ Jesus, we are all caught in God’s loving net, 
and as WB Yeats observed, ‘Even where there is nothing, there is God.’ 
 
Love and Prayers, 
 
Stuart 
 

 

DATES TO NOTE 
Sunday, Nov. 8 Remembrance Sunday, 10 AM website worship 
Tues. Nov. 10   Trustees Meeting, 7:30 pm 
Wed. Nov. 11  Remembrance Day. St Philip’s is closed 
Mon. Nov. 16   Outreach Committee Meeting, 1:00 pm  
Tues. Nov. 24   Parish Council, 7:30 pm. Note: this meeting has been postponed a week 
Sun. Nov. 29  Advent Carol Service, 4:30 pm 
 
 
IN-PERSON SERVICES at 4:30 PM 

 
Traditional Service of Evensong: 1st & 3rd Sundays, 4:30 PM  
Parishioners have asked for a traditional service to resume, the 
pews will face the altar, and music will be provided by Michael with 
a cantor singing parts of the service. Traditional Evensong is held 
on Nov. 15, Dec. 6  & 20 and so on.  
 

Celtic Evening Prayers: 2nd & 4th Sundays, 4:30 PM  
This is a quiet, contemplative service of Evening Prayer from the 
Iona tradition lasting approximately 40 minutes, with readings, 
music, and singing by a cantor. This is a new service which may 
also suit those who see themselves as spiritual, if not religious. 
Tell your friends! Celtic Evening Prayers repeat Nov. 8 & 22. 



 

 

Health Precautions for Indoor Gatherings  
There is no shared eucharist or shared singing, but we can still 
enjoy Michael Murray’s music, a soloist, and recordings. In-person 
services are limited to 50 people and all attendees must wear a 
mask. Afterwards, we usually gather outside to chat.  
We are required to register for each service in advance through 

Eventbrite. https://www.eventbrite.ca/o/st-philips-anglican-church-30814447722.   
 
WEBSITE WORSHIP Sundays at 10:00 
Join Stuart Hallam and others in Sunday morning Website Worship 
and follow along with the order of service delivered to you on 
Friday. The services are recorded and posted by Saturday evening, 
so you can watch and revisit them at your convenience.  
Parish Council advised that St Philip’s should remain in Phase II for 
the meantime, add the 4:30 pm in-person service, and continue to 
offer online worship for the many worshippers who cannot attend 
in person. Visit https://www.stphilipsdunbar.com/blog 

 
PRAYER, CARE AND SHARE       
Wednesdays via Zoom at 10:00 AM (Note: Cancelled Nov. 11 & 18) 
On your computer, click the link at 10:00 AM  
https://zoom.us/j/2939572088  
To join the gathering by phone, dial 778-907-2071.  
The meeting ID is 2939572088. 
 
 

MIDDAY PRAYERS 
Join Stuart Mondays to Thursdays for Midday Prayers. Whether you 
are at home or busy at work, this 20 min service will help you relax 
and reconnect with yourself, your community and your Creator…  
(Note: Cancelled Nov. 11 and Nov. 16-19) 
To join by phone, dial 778-907-2071  Meeting ID: 980 4434 7032  
https://zoom.us/j/98044347032?pwd=NjdlQmg5bTc4Ym9GajdYL1BZNCtBZz09  

 
PRAYER LIST 
Please pray for those who have asked for our prayers at this time: Ken 
and Greg, Maura and Brian, Nancy, Tracy and family, Douglas Bruce, 
Larry Hoad, Mike Lane, Brenda Harrison, Sarah Burns, Cynthia Howard, 
Richard Fenner, Jan Alexander, Hazel Maunder, and Min’s sister Jill.  
Let us pray for those who have recently died, James Adamson and 
Joyce Helton, and for their friends and family bereaved by their loss. 

 
MILESTONES: Let’s share life’s blessings with all our parishioners as we recite the final prayer. 
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STUART’S STUDY LEAVE 
Stuart will be on Study Leave Nov. 13-20 
Midday Prayers and Pray, Care and Share are cancelled Nov. 16-19 while 
Stuart is away. 
 

   STEWARDSHIP 2021  
Everyone received the full Stewardship Package by 
email. Copies of the pledge form are available for 
you to pick up at the mailboxes (Sat – Wed) AND in 
the narthex on Sundays for you to take home, fill 
out, and mail or bring back to the church. We need 
to receive the pledge forms by Dec 10 so that we 
can move forward with setting the budget for 
2021. Please pledge as generously as you can in 
this time of lost rentals and curtailed fundraising. 

 
PARISH MANAGER IS MOVING TO A NEW JOB! 
Beth Vondette has accepted a full-time position with the 

Richmond Food Bank Society. Beth views the past four 
years at St. Philip’s as a fond “thank you” to the 
parish for her early Christian formation and the 
“spiritual home” of her childhood and youth. She 
wants to thank you all for support, guidance, and 
friendship over the years. Her final day at St. Philip’s will be Friday, November 13.  
If you wish to contribute to a farewell purse, give by cheque (“Special Purse” on the Memo line) 
or at https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/11169  (write “Special Purse” in the message box).  
 

PARISH MANAGER POSITION 
The posting for the position of Parish Manager at St Philip’s is 
on our website under News. Please consider if there is 
someone you know who might fit this part-time job and invite 
them to apply by Nov. 11.       
https://www.stphilipsdunbar.com/news/parish-manager-job  
 

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
As we complete our second year of the three-year Capital Campaign, we have 
so much to be thankful for: the buildings are well protected, the Loop system 
assists in hearing, all lighting is updated, and the new pews allow complete 
flexibility. Furthermore, we are looking ahead at staffing that will be funded 
by the Capital Campaign. As we pass the anniversary of our first-year 
donation, we are reminded to make our second contribution soon. You might 
even consider Donation of Securities and Related Tax Benefits.  
https://www.stphilipsdunbar.com/pages/2019-capital-campaign  
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POPPY MASKS: “Lest we forget” 
St Philip’s offers beautiful black and red masks designed by Melaney 
Gleeson-Lyall of Musqueam, artist and friend of St Philip’s, to honour 
all our veterans, “Lest We Forget”. The black mask features a red 
poppy on one side in the form of four nestled hearts of Indigenous 
designs. A few masks are still available by suggested donation ($15) 
at the 4:30 pm service Nov. 8. See Debbie before the service. 

 

ST. PHILIP’S RINGERS 
Months of isolation, separation from loved ones, loneliness, uncertainty, 
and stresses at home can be heavy to bear. Stuart asks you to call him 
at mobile 604-338-5636 if you or anyone you know needs a chat and 
support. 

 
COFFEE HOUR Sundays at 11:00 AM on 
Zoom  
We look forward to seeing you. Click the blue link at 11:00 am, 
using your computer for best results, or join by phone: 
https://zoom.us/j/454815164 
To join any Zoom meeting by phone, dial 778-907-2071.  
 Coffee Hour ID is 454815164.  

 
CHURCH CALENDARS 
30 copies of 2021 Church Calendars have arrived. The cost is $6.00 per 
calendar. This year’s calendar highlights church exteriors each month. 
Please contact Beth Vondette (manager@stpdunbar.com) to reserve.  
 

 
NEW OFFICE HOURS – WORKING REMOTELY 
Beth usually works from home now. Please make an appointment via 
email (manager@stpdunbar.com) to see her in person at these times : 
Mon & Fri     8am to 1pm  
Tues, Wed, Thurs    9am to 12pm & 12:30pm to 2:30pm 

 
GRATITUDE CONFETTI  

Let’s toss gratitude confetti on everyone who contributes so much every week to 
our recorded and live worship at St Philip’s. This group effort is deeply 
appreciated. 
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WESTSIDE ANGLICANS NEIGHBOURHOOD MINISTRY 
The weather is now becoming cold and wet. Please help make someone 
happier, warmer, and drier. We are also collecting donations for the food 
bank. Many thanks for your continued support. 
▪ Socks 
▪ "One size fits all"/ "Magic" gloves 
▪ Canned meat and fish 

▪ Cereal and protein bars (no granola bars or chewy protein bars, please.) 
▪ Winter and rain jackets, rain pants, fleeces, long underwear 
▪ Boots for men, sized 10 and above 
▪ Sleeping bags and mats and tarps 

FEVER DREAMS 
Rhona has four remaining copies of Rev’d Dr. Pitman Potter’s book, Fever Dreams: 
Contemplating Corona Virus. Please contact Rhona Thornton: rhonat@telus.net to order one 
for a donation of $20. All proceeds go to the Westside Anglicans Neighbourhood Ministry.  
 
Discussion Group on Fever Dreams: Contemplating Coronavirus  Mondays at 7:00 pm 
The book’s 52 spiritual texts selected from Judeo-Christian, Islamic, Hindu, Buddhist, and Taoist 
traditions as well as other voices, provide an opportunity for reflection and discussion on the 
challenges we face. In response, St. John’s Shaughnessy is offering a series of four discussion 
sessions (Nov 16 – Dec 7) that can contribute to our Advent preparations.  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82378119775?pwd=bzNoUExZZmdna1drTkFtOERULzVhZz09#success 

 
 

Staying Close While We’re Apart, 
Stuart Hallam (Rector), Debbie Matheson, Brian Mix, Diana Bragg, and Suzi Noetzel (Wardens)   
 
 
Keep reading to see Sarah Burns’ tribute, and news of the online Christmas Fair! 

mailto:rhonat@telus.net
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Sarah Burns, ODNW 
Our beloved Sarah Burns was invested into the Order of the Diocese of New Westminster on 
Sunday Nov. 1 at the Evensong service. Sarah and her husband Jim sat in a front pew with their 
children, Fiona and Andrew. Members of the ODNW attended wearing their ODNW medals: 
Diana Bragg, Janet Brown, Conrad Guelke, Mary Lymburner and Jock Munro. The church was 
full to its current capacity. Archbishop Melissa Skelton preached in a recorded sermon. Sarah’s 
investiture was filmed for this Sunday morning’s Website Worship to be shared with 
parishioners and friends afar. Congratulations to Sarah on receiving this richly deserved honour 
for her decades of involvement in absolutely every aspect of life at St Philip’s!  
Read more: https://www.stphilipsdunbar.com/news/sarah-burns 

https://www.stphilipsdunbar.com/news/sarah-burns


 

 

 

ONLINE CHRISTMAS FAIR 2020 
The Fundraising Group has planned shopping options for parishioners 
and the community to buy and bid online. This year, there will be no 
in-person shopping in bustling rooms where we hand pick each item. 

• Sales will be online Nov. 25 – Dec. 2. You have a week to spend! 

• Access the Auction & Online Sale through our website on Nov. 25  

• Pick up your prepaid order safely at St Philip’s on Sat. Dec. 5 

• Your bags of goodies, Auction wins and poinsettias will await you. 
 

 
Stalls     Team Leaders 
 

• Home Baking   Harper Hadden harperhadden@hotmail.com 

• Silent Auction   Debbie Matheson debbiematheson53@gmail.com 

• Poinsettias         Suzi Noetzel  spnoetzel@me.com 

• Kitchen Gourmet Preserves Diana Bragg  dasbragg@gmail.com 

• Rectory Tonic    Laura Millman 

• Christmas Cakes                Catriona Wilson &  ccde.wilson@gmail.com 
Joanne Vondette jvondett@gmail.com 

 
Contact the team leaders to offer help in creating, sourcing, selling, and packing donations. 
Diana reports that she has more 250ml and 500 ml jars.  Contact her before they’re gone. 

 
The Goods for sale online Nov. 25-Dec. 2: 
 

• Rectory Tonic is a natural, delicious nectar to be blended in soda for a refreshing cocktail 

• Christmas Cakes will be offered in dark Traditional ($20) and light Amaretto ($25). Get both! 

• Poinsettias will be available in traditional colours and three sizes for your home or business. 

• Baking will be sold in bags containing a selection of traditional favourites to take home. 

• Kitchen Gourmet will offer gift bags containing a selection of sweet and savoury preserves. 

• The Silent Auction will offer experiences, items, and gift cards for you to bid on generously 
 
 
CALLING ALL BAKERS      Harper Hadden 
Although the Christmas Fair will look different this year, one of the traditions we're all looking 
forward to is offering a delicious selection of holiday baked goods. Prepackaged bags of 
assorted baked goods will be sold online for a set price. Shoppers will pick up their pre-paid bag 
of goodies on Saturday, December 5.  
 
I am assembling a team of bakers who will make items at home and bring them to the church to 
be bagged on Friday, Dec. 4th. (exact times TBD). This year we plan on selecting a small range of 



 

 

popular items to offer for sale, and having bakers work off the same recipes to ensure 
consistency. We will only post for sale online what the team can reasonably produce. 
 
Any contributions big or small are most welcome, so if you would like to bake this year please 
contact Harper Hadden at harperhadden@hotmail.com at your earliest convenience. We'll be 
holding a brief virtual meeting soon to decide on the baked goods, recipes and quantities, so 
your input will be most valuable! Thank you. 
 
 
ONLINE SILENT AUCTION     Debbie Matheson 
▪ Please donate services, experiences and items for people to bid on.  
▪ Get creative: cook a gourmet dinner, do my taxes, prune my garden, 

create star desserts, give a design consult, coach voice, teach a skill. 
▪ Donate an item by redeeming your airline points. (Who flies in 2020?) 
▪ Ask letters are in the S mailbox, or Debbie can email you one. 
▪ We need donations in-hand, photographed, and uploaded by Nov. 24.  
▪ Bidding is online Nov. 25 – Dec. 2. A full week to outbid each other! 
▪ We need high value experiences and items.  Please help!  

debbiematheson53@gmail.com  
 
 

POINSETTIA FUNDRAISER: order from Suzi by Nov. 29.  Suzi Noetzel   spnoetzel@me.com 
 

Red Poinsettia       White Poinsettia 
6” ($15), 8” ($25) or 10” ($35)   6” ($15), 8” ($25) or 10” ($35) 
 

 
 

 

Tri-colour, 10” ($35)     Mixed Planter 11” ($25) 
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