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This fall, BC voters will be asked if we wish to continue using our current voting  
system (commonly known as first past the post) or to move to a more proportional  
way of voting.  
 Recently, the BC Conference of the United Church — the Anglican Church’s  
ecumenical partner — recommended endorsing proportional voting. Over 400 delegates from across 
BC, from both rural and urban areas, were nearly unanimous in endorsing this, and the church is 
currently planning to actively campaign in support. 
 Why did the United Church take this step?  
 As the resolution stated, advocating for justice has been a long-standing part of the United 
Church tradition. The ethos of the denomination is rooted in a concern for those who have been 
marginalized, and the church has long fought to end poverty, racism and discrimination, to help 
refugees and prevent war, to preserve the integrity of our ecosystem, and to pursue justice and 
reconciliation in Canada’s relationship with its indigenous peoples.  
 The Anglican Church, as well as many other denominations, such as the Roman Catholic and 
Presbyterian Churches of Canada, likewise share these concerns and engage actively in social justice 
campaigns.  
 The United Church believes that these injustices arise in no small measure from a  
voting system that encourages those with wealth, power and privilege to act in their own interests 
without having to fully and properly take into account the interests of the broader community, and 
enables them to more easily claim and legitimize this self-serving power.   
 Indeed, it would be hard to imagine a more self-serving and exclusionary voting system than 
what we currently use. In order  
to win a seat in the legislature, a candidate merely has to win more votes in a riding than their 
competitors. Although this may sound reasonable, many of us have never considered that in practice 
this means that typically half the voters (and in some ridings, over 70% of them) do not support the  
MLA who was elected there. They therefore do not have a representative who will advocate on their 
behalf in the legislature and so are rendered functionally voiceless. 
 This suppression of minority voices is frequently amplified at a regional level — by allowing 
MLAs from a single party to win every seat in a region, even substantial local minority perspectives 
can be completely ignored; so, for example, supporters of the Liberal Party currently have no 
representation almost anywhere on Vancouver Island or in much of Metro Vancouver, and 
supporters of the NDP have no representation in most of the Fraser Valley and the Interior.  Voters 
who do not support either of the two major parties have virtually no chance to be represented at all 
anywhere in the province except for the precarious foothold Green Party supporters have managed to 
secure in the southern part of Vancouver Island.   
 Our current system also presents significant obstacles to electing a legislature that adequately 
reflects the full diversity of our province. Women continue to be significantly under-represented in 
the legislature, and MLAs from diverse cultural backgrounds are rarely elected anywhere other than 
where their ethnic community comprises at least a plurality. Young voters are also systematically 
under-represented in the legislature, and few politicians pay explicit attention to their concerns. And 
BC’s Indigenous communities have rarely been able to elect MLAs who will represent their 
perspectives. It was therefore fitting that Grand Chief Stewart Phillip recently noted that proportional 



representation could “provide a greater opportunity for Indigenous engagement and direct 
involvement in the legislative affairs of the Province of British Columbia.” 
 How we vote is also clearly a civil rights issue. This has been blindingly obvious in the 
United States, where many churches were centrally involved in the civil rights movement that 
empowered African-Americans to end official segregation and begin to exercise their voting rights. 
Here in Canada, on the 100th anniversary of women winning the right to vote in federal elections, it 
is also fitting to remember the close connections between the Protestant Churches and the social 
reforms of the early twentieth century that supported women’s political engagement.   
 We believe that electoral reform is our era’s equivalent of last century’s suffrage movement. 
As political scientist David Plotke once said, “the opposite of representation is exclusion”, and 
exclusion is simply not compatible with our faith’s obligation to create a just and equal society. It’s 
time for British Columbia to adopt a voting system that gives every one of us — rich or poor, male 
or female, young or old, of whatever ethnicity — the voice in the legislature each one of us votes for.  
 This fall, we have an amazing opportunity to choose a more inclusive way of voting that will 
move us much closer to the democratic ideal of representation for all British Columbians. Let us 
collectively have the vision to seize hold of it.  
 


