
Hi everyone, my name is Mark and I’m one of the pastors at North 
Shore Alliance; it’s great to be with you this morning. 

You’ve just heard Mardi talk about some of our plans with respect to 
small groups; this is a key part of our discipleship strategy. This 
morning I’m going to be preaching on one of our values as a church, 
transformation, and in a few weeks time Mardi is going to address 
the transformation value again, highlighting the way God can use a 
small group of people to shape our life. 

I want to begin my message this morning with a thought I’ve been 
thinking this past week about mid-life crisis; I think I might be 
having one. Now you might say, Mark, you’re too young to be having 
a mid-life crisis...you’re not quite 40. That may be true, but if the 
stats are accurate, unless I live to be 100, or 110, I’m right around the 
mid-point of my life. 

I have a question for those of you who are 30 and over: is the life 
you’re now living, the life you imagined when you were 18 or 20? 
When you stop and take stock of your life, are you at the place you 
thought you’d be or did you imagine by now you would be someone 
else, somewhere else, doing something else? Is the vision you had for 
your life the life you are now living? 

As a pastor, I have the privilege of talking with people about their 
lives--with people near the beginning, those in the middle, and those 
nearing the end. In my years of pastoring, I’m not sure I’ve ever 
heard a person tell me that their life has unfolded just as they 
envisioned. But that doesn’t keep us from having a vision does it?

Last week I began a new sermon series focussed on our vision and 
values as a church. If you were here, you heard me say repeatedly 
that for the Christian, vision begins and ends with God...it begins 
with a vision of God, and proceeds with a vision from God 
concerning life. 

As I preach this morning, I want to invite you to participate in a 
corporate, spiritual, mid-life-crisis...to stop and take stock of where 
you are at with God. When it comes to following Jesus, are you 
where you thought you might be or did you imagine by now you 
would be someone else, somewhere else, doing something else?

Now I don’t want you to head down that trail of thought for too long 
because we have a tendency of being too hard or too easy on 
ourselves. Do you know that Jesus has a vision of your life? He sees 
me exactly as I am; He sees you exactly as you are. And do you 
know that Jesus has a vision for your life? He sees who you could 
become. 

Illus: by a show of hands, how many of you are familiar with the t.v. 
show “Extreme Home Makeover”? The show isn’t as popular as it 
once was but if you’ve ever watched an episode the before and after 
footage is incredible. It’s a reality t.v. series in which the producers 
choose a family who is living in a house and facing serious financial 
or physical challenge. Typically the house is a challenge too: it’s old, 
run down, it no longer works for the family. 

The producers will send the family away on a 7 day, all-expense-paid 
vacation, and during that time a general contractor and tradespeople 
donate time and materials to completely renovate the house: interior, 
exterior, landscaping, the works. In the end, the family returns to a 
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house that has been entirely rebuilt and renewed--same address, same 
location, but radically altered; the shock and disbelief on their face 
says it all. In the final scenes, the family is crying tears of joy, 
waving to the cameras, eager to start life in their new house.

Now, the show wouldn’t be quite the same if the producers had 
chosen a different focus. Suppose with me that the producers made it 
their aim to find a family living in a house that was falling apart, 
condemned. Imagine it with me...the producers go down to city hall 
with some high power lawyers, there’s riveting court-room drama, 
and in the end they get the city to lift the ban...the house is saved, the 
family can remain! But imagine, after all that, the camera trucks pack 
up, the producers wave, smile, and then leave the family in a house 
that remains unchanged, and unfit for living. 

What makes Extreme Home Makeover must-see-t.v. is the 
transformation that unfolds before our eyes; the before-and-after 
pictures are what we’re waiting for. Transformation has a way of 
capturing our imagination and fueling our hope; transformation 
shows us what is possible. 

Let’s get back to the question I asked earlier: do you know that Jesus 
has a vision for your life? Often, when we stop to think about God’s 
work in us through Christ, we start well but don’t go nearly far 
enough. 

How do you answer the question, “why did Jesus come?” Typically, 
we begin by saying that Jesus came to save us from our sins. The 
Bible tells us that all of humanity is separated from God because of 
our sin. Jesus died on a cross, bearing the sin of the world: He paid 
the penalty for our sin by dying in our place. As a result of His 

sacrifice, we receive God’s forgiveness: in Christ we are declared 
“not guilty”.  

Romans 10:9-10 says that “If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is 
Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, 
you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe and 
are justified [declared not guilty], and it is with your mouth that you 
profess your faith and are saved.” 

Our confession of faith in Jesus unlocks the forgiveness God offers; 
when we align ourselves with Jesus we are “saved:” our sin is dealt 
with and our relationship is restored. And we are promised that one 
day, when we die, we will live with Him forever in perfect peace, 
love, and health. Isn’t that an incredible promise? 

But the question is, what about now? Once Jesus declares us “not 
guilty,” what then? Are we like the house that’s no longer 
condemned, but still unchanged and unfit for living? Does Jesus only 
have a vision for the end of our life?

When it comes to Jesus, everybody seems to have an opinion and 
many of the those opinions are at odds with one another. But I think 
most people would agree that Jesus was a leader, after all, He did 
have followers. And do you remember what Jesus called those 
followers? Disciples. 

There’s a big difference between a student and a disciple. A student 
pays money to study at a university--they decide what they want to 
study and how hard they want to work. Students pay to listen to a 
professor, but, they choose what they they will digest and what they 
will filter out. The focus is primarily learning, not becoming. 
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A disciple is something else; a disciple is an apprentice, a follower. 
The student’s environment is the classroom, but the disciple’s 
environment is life; learning, action, and becoming are involved. A 
student wants to know what their professor knows, a disciple wants 
to become what their Master is. Jesus’ invitation has never been  
“Come to me and have your sins forgiven--there’s more to it than 
that. Jesus’ invitation has always been “Follow me, and I will make 
something new of you.” 

Forgiveness and reconciliation are the first gifts Jesus offers, because 
every other gift builds upon these. To return to our previous 
analogy--once Jesus removes the “condemned” sign from the house, 
He pulls out a new set of blueprints. Jesus has a vision for our lives--
He doesn’t aim to leave us unfit and unlivable...after all, Jesus plans 
to move in--to live in me, in you. Jesus isn’t content to “save you 
from your sin;” Jesus has a vision for your life--He intends to 
transform you from the inside out. 

Before I go any further, I need to ask: do you want to be made new? 
Do you want to be healed? Delivered? Transformed? This is a 
question taken right out of Jesus’ leadership handbook. Sometimes, 
Jesus would ask people pointed questions: what do you want me to 
do for you? Do you want to get well?1 

Jesus is willing to honour our answers. Are we content to mess 
around with sin? To put up with fear, pride, and anger? To play at 

relationship with Jesus but never really go anywhere? I have to warn 
you...He won’t muscle in on you; He won’t make you embrace 
change. But if there is even a faint discontent within you, a small 
voice that says “this can’t be as good as it gets”...then maybe, just 
maybe, you are ready to embrace His vision for your life. “Follow 
me,” Jesus says, “and I will make something new of you.” 

This morning, I want to read three different verses that have to do 
with transformation. Romans 8:28-29 says, “And we know that in all 
things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been 
called according to his purpose...to be conformed to the image of 
His Son”. 

Did you hear the promise? The promise is not that if we follow Jesus, 
everything we experience in life will look and feel good. The 
promise is not “you lost your job because God as a better one in mind 
for you!” 

Here’s the promise: as you follow Jesus, even through the fires of 
affliction, God is present, and He’s working for our good--that we 
might come to be like Jesus.2 Like I said before, a student sets out to 
learn from a professor, a disciple sets out to become like the Master. 
The promise is that God will finish what He started.3 

Romans 12:1-2 says, “Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in 
view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy 
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and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. Do not 
conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve 
what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.”  

Paul reminds us that we have choices to make--we choose what will 
shape us. We can conform to, and take the shape of, the world 
pressing in on us, or, we can surrender to God’s influence and be 
transformed.

2 Corinthians 3:18 says, “And we all, who with unveiled faces 
contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his image 
with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the 
Spirit.” You’ll notice that Paul doesn’t talk about transformation in 
nebulous terms; God intends for us to be re-created after the image 
and likeness of Jesus. If you’re wondering what God wants to make 
of you, we need only look at Jesus’ life.

1. First, Jesus’ heart was aligned with the heart of God. The Father 
wants to reproduce Jesus’ heart in us. The Father knows that when 
we love what Jesus loves our hearts will be truly satisfied. The Father 
knows that when we desire what Jesus desires, we will pursue the 
good, the beautiful, the praiseworthy. 

2. Second, Jesus’s will was aligned with the will of God. The Father 
wants to reproduce Jesus’ will in us. Do you remember how Jesus 
lived? He lived in submission to God: He listened to what the Father 
said, He went where the Father told Him to go, He did what the 
Father told Him to do. 

Some might describe this as a life of terrible constraint, but consider 
this: is there not great joy in doing what we were created to do? Is an 
eagle constrained by her wings, or was she created to soar? Is a 
cheetah constrained by his legs, or was he created to run fast? Are we 
constrained by God’s will, or do we thrive in submitting to it? 

3. Third, Jesus character was aligned with the character of God. The 
Father wants to reproduce Jesus’ character in us. Think about His 
character qualities: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control, strength, and wisdom. He 
intends for our lives to be enlarged with His qualities!

4. Fourth, Jesus’ activity was aligned with the activity of God. The 
Father wants to reproduce Jesus’ activity through us. Jesus loved 
people, He lived with integrity; His words and His actions always 
lined up. Jesus served, He healed, He delivered. This is the life God 
intends for us. 

Friends, transformation looks like Jesus--His heart, His will, His 
character, His activity--this is what the Father wants to reproduce in 
us, this is what we are meant to look like. The question is: is this 
what you want? Our answer will determine the action.

Let me talk for a few minutes about how this transformation takes 
place. Who does the work? Is it up to God, or up to me? 

The founder of our denomination, the Christian and Missionary 
Alliance once said that transformation doesn’t come from our own 
efforts, Jesus purchased our transformation when He died on the 
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cross. And so, we have just as much right to be transformed as we 
have to be saved.4

Transformation is not primarily something that we do--it’s something 
that Jesus has paid for, it’s something that He is doing, it’s something 
we are invited participate in. Transformation is centered around the 
life Jesus lives within us.  

I’m not suggesting that there is nothing for us to do, but what I am 
suggesting is that the transformed life is supernatural life--Jesus lives 
in us. 

Illus: A friend of mine shared with me an analogy that I trust will be 
helpful for us as we try to understand how to cooperate with His 
work within. 

Think of three very different kinds of water-craft: a row boat, a raft, 
and a sailboat. In a row boat we do all the work; we must row 
furiously--when we don’t, the boat goes no where. It’s all up to us. A 
raft on the other hand, is the exact opposite. We sit and do nothing. 
We are completely at the mercy of the current or the tides; wherever 
they go, we go. We might go forwards, backwards, or around in 
circles; we are at the mercy of a power greater than our own. 

But a sailboat is completely different. All the power comes from 
wind. The sailor can’t make the boat move an inch, all he can do is 
pray for wind to blow. But when the wind begins to blow, there is 

much the sailor can do to work with the wind. For starters, he can 
hoist the sail, he can tack, he can zig zag...he’s done nothing to 
generate the wind’s power, but he can cooperate with it to great 
effect. 

When it comes to experiencing transformation, some of us have been 
in a row boat for years. We’ve been working the oars of bible reading 
and prayer, we’ve been trying harder and harder to conquer the sin in 
our lives, we’ve been in accountability groups...we’ve been pulling 
on those oars for all we’re worth...our hands are splintered and 
bloody...we’re tired.  

Some of us never bothered putting the oars in the water, or, we grew 
so weary trying that we pulled the oars in years ago and our life feels 
like it’s little more than a raft...we are pushed and pulled by the 
currents all around us. 

North Shore Alliance, it’s time to hoist the sail, but first we need to 
raise the white flag. We’re not ready for the resources of Jesus until 
we are convinced that we’ve come to the end of our own. We’re not 
going to throw up the sail, until we’re convinced that Jesus is present, 
that He lives within us, and that He has the power to do what we 
cannot. A.W. Tozer once said, “You cannot be full unless you first are 
emptied.”5 

This morning, I’d like to give all of us a few moments to reflect--to 
make the place we’re sitting a place of prayerful reflection. Ask the 
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Holy Spirit: What do You want to make new in me? Where do You 
want to bring healing, deliverance, and transformation? If you sense 
the Spirit speaking to you, then write it down, or type it out on your 
electronic device. Take the next few minutes and then I’ll call us 
back together.

illus: Last month, just before my holidays the Lord made me aware 
of something He wants to transform within me. I was out for a long 
run, I was really tired that day and I did something I rarely do, I 
stopped running and began to walk. As I slowed down my body, my 
mind grew still and I sensed Jesus asking me a question...He was 
asking, Mark, why is your heart filled with anger these days? Why 
don’t you tell me what you’re angry about? 

Jesus asks the best questions doesn’t He? When I stopped to consider 
His question, I realized that I was angry and that we had much to talk 
about. I’m told that anger is a typical response when our expectations 
are violated. When our expectations go unmet (rightly or wrongly), 
when we don’t meet the expectations of others (rightly or wrongly), 
anger rises to the surface. 

Even as I spoke with the Lord, naming my unmet expectations, 
naming the things I was angry about, my heart was lightened. This is 
an area of my life that I’m asking Jesus to transform. 

Do you know one of the great hazards of pastoral work? The 
temptation to prescribe a way of life for others that I myself am not 
living. What’s the saying? Those who can’t do, teach. Ruth Haley-
Barton writes, “leaders may succumb to the temptation to cast vision 
for a life-giving way of life for others while they lack a life-giving 
way of life for themselves.”

The greatest gift I can give you as a pastor has nothing to do with my 
preaching, leading, or counseling. The greatest gift I can give you is 
my authentic self--an incomplete, imperfect self that is being 
transformed by the grace of God. Talking about transformation is 
easy, but cooperating with Jesus as He transforms us...that’s the 
difficult part, that’s where we encounter His life.

God has a vision for us, a vision we’ve embraced at NSAC: to make 
disciples who look, think, and act like Jesus. We want to be a church 
that loves God with all that we have, and loves the people of our city.   

We want to model a way of life that is founded upon God’s Word: 
knowing, experiencing, and living in obedience to His truth. We want 
to tell stories of how God is transforming us. We want to develop a 
discipleship pathways to guide us in our journey towards Jesus. We 
want to adopt an “apprenticeship mindset,” that includes learning, 
modeling, and doing. A student wants to know what their professor 
knows, a disciple wants to become what their Master is. 

Nearly 20 years ago, God gave me a vision of a church in which the  
kingdom of God comes in power...where people are saved, discipled, 
transformed, set free, healed, and loved...a church that shapes the city 
around them. I believe this is what God intends for us, and I want to 
invite you to come with us. 

Benediction

Prayer Ministry
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