Women in Ministry & Chuwrcin Leadersivip

There appear 1o be thiree different hermenentical approvcies to- the question of women b
ministry and. chamreie leadersivip:

Approociv #1
o Fotus on NT texts Hiat suggest there s o permanent God—given distinetion between men

ands women Hhat rudes out the exercise of teaching/ preaching & otiver Leadersihvip roles by
wowmen L Hie churrchu

Ephesions 5:22 = headsidp principle

1 Corinfhiany 11:2.-16 = headship principle

1 Corintiians 14:34-35 = women he silent and submissive

1 Timothy 2:11-12 = women be silent and submissinve
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Approociv #2
o SeF#re Lsme of women n thurch ministry and ladership within the wider contfext of tie
developing ploce of women in the OT and NT, noting He trajectory of the Bible'y view of
women foword the Galatiansy 3:28 principle, which iy Hhe aper of o growing number of
biblical “voices’ Hat challenge tHhe nherited potriarchal potterns of ancient culbure
»  Galotians 3:28 (Principle/ Apex)
o  Women n Paly Clumrcies (Expansion)
o Women in Hhe Apostolic Chuwed (Growthl)
s Women in He Ministry of Jesus (Challenge)
o Women inthe OT (Poatriarchal society)

o Galatians 3:28= f the Jew/Gentile and slane/ free distinetion iy considered wrrelevant
Urrelevant for determining ministry roley and. functionsy bn the churel In Godly
community neither race, nor sotlal stotus nor gender deftrmines ministry roles. Ratier,
Godly call, gifteduness and charocter qualifications defermine ministry roles:

Approocih #3

o Recognize that the complimentorion and egalitorion “voices’ are found side by side
Seripture. However, Huee inferrelated principles are importont in making sense of tive
presence of botiv perspectives v the biblical text:

o It principle = men and women are equal b every woy.
o 2 principle = some tHhingsy matter more than otiners.
o 3Bt principle = we live between Hhe “already’ and the “not yet”

o Thus, God seems to- be willing to- forgo He achievement of some secondary objectives (gender
equadity) i Hhe inderesty of funthering his primary objective (bringing salvation to- men
ands women). Hence, Hhe apostles embraced o policy of sotial conservotism (Get along ay best
yow con with the existing political powery and sotlal struchares) i tive nterest of
spreading Hhe gospel. Where sotiety will nottolerate anything but patricrcihy, the chunreiv
accommordiates Uself to- Hhat unhappy reality for Hwe greoter goods of spreading the gospel
message and, ndeed, of sometimes simply surviving under the threat of persecntion: But
where sotiety has open spaces n witleh women can flowrisiv, Uberate them for all forms of



