
Sunday, April 26, 2020 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
Our new normal comes with many challenges, but also some wonderful opportunities. Our 
Facebook page, which we hardly used just before the pandemic, has now reached more than 
850 folk in the last 28 days! Our online worship, which now has global reach, also allows us the 
opportunity to hear voices that in ordinary times would normally be totally impractical and too 
expensive to arrange. So I am delighted to welcome a number of guest speakers to St Philip’s 
over the next few weeks to participate in a mini series of talks entitled, ‘Distant Voices of 
Hope’. All the speakers are very well known to me and have been mentors and friends of mine 
over many years – I know that you are going to enjoy hearing from them. This week’s guest 
preacher is The Rev’d Canon Angela Tilby, who had the unfortunate task of being my personal 
tutor when I studied at Westcott House, Cambridge! More importantly, she also taught 
Patristics within the University, has published many fine works and is a regular contributor to 
BBC Radio 4’s ‘Thought for the Day’. Welcome, Angela and thank you for bringing us your voice 
of hope in this unprecedented time of crisis. 
 
Our Parish Council met for the first time ever via Zoom this week and despite the usual 
technical hiccups the whole experience was really quite fun! We discussed many of the 
challenges that this present crisis brings to the Parish and I began the meeting by leading a 
short reflection about another group of people who also faced an unprecedented crisis and 
how they approached it. The group in question was the Israelites and the crisis they faced 
related to their contemplating moving into the Promised Land. They had been wandering for 40 
years, lost and bewildered. Moses, their great leader and reassuring presence, had just died. 
Ahead of them was a land full of powerful and potentially hostile nations. How fearful must 
they have been? Yet into this situation, God spoke through Joshua with these words, ‘Be Strong 
and Courageous for the Lord your God is with you, wherever you go’ (Joshua Chapter 1 verse 9). 
 
We too are facing a new and strange reality and we too are wondering what the world will look 
like on the other side of the COVID19 crisis. I am thankful that we have “strong and 
courageous” leaders in our parish who embrace that same truth that the Israelites did all those 
years ago: even now in the midst of this pandemic, God is with us and will never forsake us and 
because of that we can be strong and courageous as we plan for our future together.  
 
On Tuesday night the Parish Council agreed to push ahead with many of the plans we have 
discussed during our Capital Campaign, including enthusiastically adopting the findings of the 
Re-ordering Working Group. The group’s recommendation is to recycle our existing pews with 
new beautifully custom-made stackable ones that will be handcrafted by local carpenter, Mark 
Turner, using the old-growth timber from our old pews! This wonderfully creative and 
sustainable solution will allow us not only to continue to worship as we normally do on a 
Sunday morning, but also to be ready to meet the needs of our community, many of which are 
rethinking their spiritual priorities in the light of the Coronavirus.  
 



Because of the strong and courageous leadership shown by our Wardens, Trustees and Parish 
Council members, I am extremely confident that we will not only come through this crisis intact, 
but we will be better placed to meet whatever challenges are ahead. I believe the world is 
potentially on the brink of a new Promised Land as individuals, communities and nations face 
an uncertain future. God’s promise holds as true for us today as it did back in the day for Joshua 
and the Israelites: ‘Be Strong and Courageous for the Lord your God is with you, wherever you 
go’ 
 

Love and Prayers,  
Stuart 
 
 

WEBSITE WORSHIP: Distant Voices of Hope 

Stuart has created Distant Voices of Hope, a special series of guest preachers from around the 
globe on a theme of Hope starting Sunday April 26 with the Rev’d Canon Angela Tilby, author, 
priest, former tutor at Cambridge, and presently Canon Emeritus at Christ Church, Oxford. 
Please go on our website on April 26th to join us for the Third Sunday of Easter.  
You can also look back at other Sunday worship, and our children and youths’ interpretations of 
Good Friday’s Stations of the Cross, among other offerings. There are over a hundred visits to 
each Website Worship. Stuart works creatively to record a variety of meaningful content, 
images and music. There is much to discover here.     https://www.stphilipsdunbar.com/blog 
 
SHARE THE PEACE: 
Stuart wants to make the online worship more inclusive and to share with the world the true 
faces of the people of St Philip’s by each of us sharing in the peace. He would like all those who 
would like to participate, young or old, to record a short video (5 seconds or so) of us sharing 
the peace, using the normal words, ‘Peace be with you’ (kids you will need the permission of 
your parents/carers first). We can be as simple or creative as possible: you can say the words or 
joyfully shout the words if you like, from the comfort of your own front room, on the couch, or 
even in the garden – express your personality and share the peace with the world and with 
each other! Once you have completed the short clip, send it to Stuart at this email address (not 
his normal one) Revhallam@hotmail.co.uk and he will use a selection of them each week on 
our online worship 
 
PRAYER LIST 
Please pray for the following who have asked for your prayers at this time:  Ken and Greg, 
Maura and Brian, Nancy, Tracy and family, Mike Lane, Brenda Harrison, Sarah Burns, Richard 
Fenner, Ursula Bell, Shirley Fowler Handkamer, and for the late Debbie and Ches Fowler.  
 

ST PHILIP’S COFFEE HOUR:   Sunday April 19, 11:00 AM  
Each Sunday, parishioners drop into our virtual coffee hour using Zoom. It is good to see 
familiar faces! Go to Zoom.us, explore the app, and learn to turn on your computer’s mic and 
camera. On Sunday at 11:00, just click the blue link below, using your computer for best results.  
https://zoom.us/j/454815164 
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RESURRECTION IN THE MORNING with Harold Munn 
COVID is making everyone re-think our priorities at every level and live with deep uncertainty 
about the future. How can the resurrection be a resource for us in this strange time? Harold 
Munn will offer instruction on how to use the resources of the Daily Office (an ancient form of 
prayer and scripture) and lead a discussion group about how that can be a way of experiencing 
the resurrection in our time. We will meet Monday mornings until Pentecost from 10.30 to 
11.30 by Zoom. To join the group, email Harold Munn at haroldtmunn@gmail.com. If you 
would prefer a Monday evening, please email by Sunday night and if there is interest he'll 
repeat the session then. Need help with Zoom? Phone him 604-564-2716 
 
THE NEIGHBOURHOOD MINISTRY: A New Way to Help! 
During the Covid-19 health crisis, volunteers have not been visiting our homeless neighbours, 
but their needs persist. Open the attached message from the Neighbourhood Ministry to see 
how they have solved this, and how we can help with specific donations of food and clothes. 
 
ST. PHILIP’S RINGERS 
The St Philip’s Ringers are volunteers who are ringing every parishioner to have a chat. While 
we practice social distancing, we want to ensure our parishioners stay connected and 
supported.  Ringers are happy to report that parishioners really appreciate the call, are happy 
to hear our news, know how to access website worship, and seem to be well supported. 
Difficulties include social isolation, family separation, loneliness and the inability to visit our 
loved ones, especially those in long-term care or at end of life. Let us pray for all our 
parishioners feeling these very deep losses. If you or someone you know has not been called, or 
now feels in need of support, leave the name & number on 604-224-3238, ext.304. We’re here. 
 
PRAYER LIST AND LIFE’S MILESTONES 
Please send your prayer requests to Beth (manager@stpdunbar.com) or leave a voicemail at 
604-224-3238 ext. 301. Are you celebrating a birthday, anniversary or a milestone? Let Beth 
know so that we can celebrate with you in spirit, in prayer or with a phone call.  
  
NEW PEWS! (except they’re the old pews!) 
On April 21, 2020, Parish Council voted unanimously to approve a recommendation from the 
Re-Ordering Working Group to renew our church seating with locally made, custom built, 
movable and stackable pews made out of the old-growth fir of our existing pews. The “new” 
pews will be beautiful, traditional, and eco-friendly, and the flexible seating will enhance the 
use of our worship space for both traditional services and new opportunities.  
 
Special thanks are due to the Re-Ordering Group, whose recommendation came after a full year 
of careful consideration and diligent research into more than 20 options. The members of the 
Group were Ursula Bell, Pat Brandon, Stuart Hallam, Erin McDougall, Brian Mix, Michael 
Murray, Sarah Ruddle, Barry Smith, Mike Wenzlaff, and Duncan Wilson.  
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Trustees have approved an initial expenditure from the proceeds of the Capital Campaign and 
reconstruction of our pews will begin very soon. Curious to see them? More information and 
photos of the new pews can be found on our website.  
 
UNDER OUR ROOF… 
Please keep your year two Capital Campaign pledge in mind as you see how much has been 
accomplished from year one’s donations in 2019. Thanks to generous donors in year one:  

• our new roof will be installed in May 2020 

• lighting has been updated to LED bulbs  

• loop hearing system will be installed under the church floor to connect with hearing aids  

• new movable pews will be fashioned from our old pews 

• additional staffing is still a priority  
 

AND BEYOND OUR WALLS 
“Dine out” regularly with local restaurant take-out, shop locally, hire outdoor painters, and 
support the independent businesses that have given so much to St Philip’s and to our 
neighbourhoods. 
 
EASTER DONATIONS – Thanks from the Trustees 
We asked you to give differently this year and some parishioners stepped up. Easter envelopes 
from parishioners and visitors usually bring in about $3,000 of donations over and above our 
pledged giving. Please give, if you are able. https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/47610  
 
PAD DONATIONS – More Thanks from the Trustees! 
Several of you have changed your giving from envelopes to Pre-Authorized Donations (PAD) 
which allow your offertory donation to arrive unhampered by circumstances. Thank you!  
Ready to try it? Please find the attached PAD form. Mail the information requested to the 
Diocesan Office address on the form. It’s so easy! You can alter the PAD later, if needed. 
 
OUR REFUGEE FAMILY 
Lama is receiving the Emergency Relief Benefit (CERB), three months’ waiver of Hydro 
payments, and augmented Child Benefits. Her parents, Nasridin and Fatmeh, and her brother 
Ward have been accepted to receive income assistance, which does not go far. Ward (26) has 
an interview with Dunbar Painting seeking work as a painter. We hope his English is strong 
enough and that Dunbar Painting can hire more crew. The four teens have contact with their 
teachers and classmates online, which is both a challenge and a social support for them.  
 
GRATITUDE CONFETTI at 7:00 pm daily 
Let’s spread our gratitude for all our frontline workers in health care and essential services by 
banging pots, ringing bells, applauding and cheering outside at 7:00 pm. Teach your neighbours 
about gratitude confetti. Get as loud as Stuart who wields a very loud Buddhist prayer bowl. 
 
Staying Close While We’re Apart, 
Stuart Hallam (Rector), Debbie Matheson, Brian Mix, Diana Bragg, and Suzi Noetzel (Wardens)  

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/47610


 
 
  

 
 


