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Earlier this week, I was watching CTV News when I saw a 
story concerning Kamryn Exley and Billie Eilish. Kamryn is a 
young woman—13 years old—from Vancouver, who is 

battling leukemia; Billie Eilish is a 5-time Grammy Award winning 
pop star. The two have never met before, but Kamryn is a massive 
fan and she had planned to attend an upcoming Eilish concert 
scheduled for Vancouver. 

Before the concert was cancelled due to Covid 19, Kamryn made the 
difficult decision not to attend the concert because of her already 
compromised immune system, and Kamryn’s sister started a 
Instagram campaign, asking Billie to reach out to Kamryn. It worked. 
Eilish sent a video message to Kamryn saying, “Hey Kam, it's Billie. 
I wanted to make this video and reach out to you and let you know 
I'm here for you, I love you so much, stay strong.” The CTV footage 
showed Kamryn watching the video from the hospital, tears in her 
eyes, and a smile on her face. 

CTV meant for it to be a feel-good story, and I admit, it did feel 
good. But moments later I began to wonder, what makes this story 
particularly newsworthy? What Eilish did was everyday, basic 
human kindness; all of us do dozens of things, nearly every day, that 
fall into the same category. So what made this act newsworthy? 

It’s because Eilish is considered a somebody. She’s made it in the 
entertainment industry: 5 Grammys, 2 American Music awards, 2.5 
million albums sold last year. Strangely, we’ve come to expect less 
from a somebody. A famous person is an important person, and 
important people rise above the rest of us. So much so, that when an 
important person reaches out with basic human kindness, we 
celebrate the act as being heroic. 

I’m not slagging Billie Eilish, Kamryn’s sister, or CTV; I’m glad  
Eilish did what she did, and I’m glad CTV reported it. The only  
reason I’m sharing it with you is that it got me thinking about Jesus.  

The season of Lent is drawing to a close (the 40 day period leading 
up to Easter); next Friday is Good Friday, next Sunday is 
Resurrection Sunday. Week by week we have been looking to John’s 
Gospel and reading his account of the events leading to Jesus death. 
This morning, in John 19:17-27, we come to the cross upon which 
Jesus died. 

We’ve come to expect less from important people. But here, on the 
cross, we see Jesus—a Friend to Sinners, a Sovereign King, a 
Compassionate Saviour. And this story is newsworthy. In fact, all of 
history hinges on this act of kindness. There is no Friend, no King, 
no Saviour, as great, or as kind as Jesus. This morning, I invite you to 
join me as we revel in God’s kindness, expressed through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

At this time let me encourage you to open your Bible with me to 
John 19:17-27.  

So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. 17 Carrying his own cross, he 
went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is called 
Golgotha). 18 There they crucified him, and with him two others—
one on each side and Jesus in the middle. 

19 Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: 
Jesus of Nazareth, the king of the jews. 20 Many of the Jews read this 
sign, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, and 
the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek. 21 The chief 

1



John 19:17-27; A Crucified King                   April 5, 2020

priests of the Jews protested to Pilate, "Do not write ‘The King of the 
Jews,’ but that this man claimed to be king of the Jews.” 22 Pilate  
answered, ‘What I have written, I have written.’ 

23 When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing 
them into four shares, one for each of them, with the undergarment 
remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in one piece from top 
to bottom. 24 “Let’s not tear it,” they said to one another. “Let’s 
decide by lot who will get it.” This happened that the scripture might 
be fulfilled that said, ‘They divided my clothes among them and cast 
lots for my garment.’ So this is what the soldiers did. 

25 Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary 
the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his 
mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he 
said to her, 'Woman, here is your son,’ 27 and to the disciple, ‘Here is 
your mother.’ From that time on, this disciple took her into his 
home.” 

The most important tool in an investigative reporter’s arsenal is a 
good question. Questions have a way of leading to discovery. Here’s 
a question to consider as we approach our text: Why does John 
include so few details about the crucifixion?  

Biblical Scholar—Leon Morris—notes that both Protestants and 
Catholics alike, in their meditations on the cross, have tended to 
emphasize the suffering of Jesus, detailing the physical torture 
involved in crucifixion. Perhaps you’ve heard these kinds of 
sermons; I know I have. It’s interesting to note that none of the 

Gospel writers do this.  In fact, John spends significantly more time 1

describing the notice attached to Jesus’ cross than he does describing 
the crucifixion itself. 

“Why?”, we might ask. John’s primary concern seems to be focussed 
on who Jesus was—and what God was doing through Jesus—not on 
what was being done to Him. John’s description reveals at least three 
characteristics of Jesus; I want to share them with you, beginning 
with the first: 

1. Jesus is a Friend of Sinners: Vs. 18, “There they crucified him, 
and with him two others—one on each side and Jesus in the middle.”  
All of the Gospels include this detail: Jesus died along with two 
others, one on His left and one on His right. 

The Greek word used to describe these two men has been translated 
into English as rebel, thief, criminal, or revolutionary. The Romans 
would have considered these men terrorists; radical Jews would have 
called them freedom fighters. But they were murderers, or at least, 
they played an active role in plotting the murder of Roman officials. 

Jesus wasn’t crucified separately, given a place among the “wrongly 
accused;” He died in between two rebels. Given how Jesus lived, it 
was a fitting place for Him to die. These men were the reason Jesus 
came; we are the reason God became human. 

A few years ago I read a blog post written by John Stackhouse; it 
spoke to me then, even as it does now. As an aside, let me commend 

 Leon Morris, The New International Commentary on the New Testament: The Gospel According To John, 713.1
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his weekly blog to you, it is outstanding, insightful, and often 
entertaining (http://www.johnstackhouse.com/weblog/ ). 

John writes, “When Martin Luther [was on trial]…he addressed the 
Holy Roman Emperor thus: 'Your Serene Majesty.’ Not just ‘Your 
Majesty,’ as we are used to hearing in terms of our own monarch, but 
‘Your Serene Majesty.’ 

Serenity in this context clearly suggests someone so powerful that he 
is utterly unruffled by that which troubles ordinary people…[The 
ancient Greek Philosopher] Aristotle attributed the creation of the 
world to an ‘Unmoved Mover': one who influences, but is not 
influenced. 

In the cultural shadow of this way of thinking, early Christian 
theologians sought to glorify God by attributing to God the highest 
qualities they could imagine. They thus declared that God must be 
utterly serene—although they used terms such as “immutable” (= 
God cannot change) and “impassible” (= God cannot suffer)… 

[But] the New Testament book of Hebrews tells us that Jesus not 
only rules the world…but that he constantly represents humanity in 
the very heart of God, as a member of the Trinity. He is the mediator 
between us and divinity, the “high priest” who can sympathize with 
our weaknesses since he himself experienced temptation, yet without 
succumbing to it (Hebrews 4:15). 

As such a divine-human one who shares our feelings and represents 
them, so to speak, to God the Father, Jesus confounds this long 
tradition of greatness rising above the passing vagaries of human 
experience and emotion. Jesus rises above, yes, to govern the world. 
But he does not thereby rise above empathy and sympathy…He does 
not disappear from our sight into heavenly clouds that insulate him 
from our pain. He forever bears scars of his suffering love, and 
forever holds our experience in his own human heart… 

Other [Rulers] might be serene in their splendid isolation from the 
plight of the common man and woman. But not the Most High 
God…who in Jesus became a poor baby…and a low-status adult…
and a condemned criminal… 

And if there is one thing the God of the Bible, the God most fully 
revealed in Jesus Christ, the God who is busy every moment 
subduing evil…is clearly not, it is…serene.”  2

The prophet Isaiah describes Him saying, “he poured out his life unto 
death, and was numbered with the transgressors”.   3

John’s brief description provides one of the most enduring and 
magnificent images of the crucifixion: one to the left, one to the 
right, and Jesus in the middle. Jesus came to save—He came to make 
sure that a place at God’s table was set for me, for you, for anyone 
willing to receive Him.  

 http://www.johnstackhouse.com/2018/05/12/the-ascension-of-the-god-who-remains-one-of-us/2

 Isaiah 53:12.3
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Jesus wore the label—“friend of sinners”—proudly. This why I 
worship and follow Him. 

John’s account reveals a second characteristic… 

2. Jesus is a Sovereign King: Our text begins with the following 
statement in vs. 17: "Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place 
of the Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha).”  

We know from non biblical sources that it was common for the 
condemned to carry a portion of their cross to the execution site. 
Most often, the vertical beam remained at the execution site while the 
cross-beam was carried by the prisoner; it was placed across the 
shoulders, with the arms hooked over top of either side.   4

In one sense, the cross was forced upon Jesus; He had no choice but 
to carry it. But there is another side to this story. Reflecting on the 
Last Supper, just hours before Jesus’ arrest, John writes the 
following, “Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under His 
power”. This is a statement about divine sovereignty. “All things” 
included Judas’ betrayal, Peter’s denial, and the cross itself. From 
heaven’s perspective, the cross wasn’t something that happened to 
Jesus, it was something that Jesus chose.  In fact, what happened to 5

Him was a part of His mission and calling.  

Something I said earlier bears repeating: John’s primary concern  

seems to be focussed on who Jesus was—and what God was doing 
through Jesus—not on what was being done to Him. 

In keeping with this concern, John’s account is light on crucifixion 
details, but he devotes 4 verses to the notice attached to Jesus’ cross.  
Typically this notice would list the crimes of the condemned person, 
explaining the reason for their death. The notice on Jesus’ cross 
didn’t list a crime; it was a statement of identity: Jesus of Nazareth, 
King of the Jews. Jesus was crucified for being King. 

As you can imagine, the chief priests were outraged: “Don't say that 
He was the King of the Jews, but rather that he claimed to be King.” 
Pilate wouldn’t budge: “What I have written, I have written.” 

This notice was written in Aramaic, Latin, and Greek. Jews would 
have understood Aramaic, Romans would have understood Latin, and 
Greek was the unofficial language of the entire Mediterranean world. 
Which is to say, everyone who could read, understood what the 
notice said. 

It’s unlikely that Pilate believed Jesus was a King. His written notice 
was meant to infuriate the chief priest and he succeeded. But Pilate’s 
pettiness served God’s sovereign purposes. One way or another, 
God’s message was getting out: Jesus is the King!   6

John makes it clear that even the soldiers, gambling for Jesus’  

 Morris, 711.4

 John 10:17-18; Hebrews 12:2.5

 Gary M. Burge, NIV Application Commentary: John, 526.6
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clothing, played a part in God’s purposes—all of this had been 
foretold. 

Instead of a throne, Jesus was lifted high on a cross, but this 
humiliation was central to God’s rescue operation. The prophet Isaiah 
writes, “the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his 
wounds we are healed.”  7

There’s one final characteristic that I want to draw your attention to: 

3. Jesus is a Compassionate Saviour:  When Jesus was arrested, 
His disciples scattered, but at the cross Jesus wasn’t alone. His 
mother was present, along with her sister. Mary the wife of Clopas 
was there, and Mary Magdalene. There was also an unnamed disciple 
present, described as “the one Jesus loved;” most scholars suggest 
this disciple is John himself. 

I want to draw your attention to the remarkable exchange that takes 
place between Jesus, Mary, and John. Right to the very end, in spite 
of tremendous physical pain, Jesus was still thinking about others. 
Specifically, Jesus was thinking about the well-being of His mother. 
Typically, Protestants chide Catholics for making too much of the 
relationship between Jesus and His mother, Mary. But I wonder if 
Protestants have made too little of it; I know what it is, as a son, to 
love a mother. 

As the eldest son, upon the death of his stepfather Joseph, it was  

Jesus’ responsibility to protect and provide for his mother. As Jesus 
approach death, her well-being was on His mind. And so, Jesus 
directed His mother to John, and John to His mother; the phrase 
"took her into his home” refers to John bringing Mary into his own 
home, caring for her as though she was his own mother.  

There’s another interesting detail in this text. Jesus’ aunt is described 
as being present at the cross, but she is unnamed. The Gospel of 
Mark places a woman named Salome at the cross, and in the Gospel 
of Matthew, Salome is described as the wife of Zebedee, and, the 
mother of James and John.  Putting it all together, there is a 8

compelling argument to be made that Salome is sister to Mary (Jesus’ 
aunt), and her two boys—James and John, two of Jesus’ disciples—
were first cousins to Jesus. 

By directing Mary to John, Jesus wasn’t handing His mother off to a 
stranger; He was ensuring that she would be surrounded by family—
she would go to live her sister and nephew. This would be a 
significant comfort in a time of loss. 

Love is in the details, isn't it? Why do I love Jesus? It's because of 
moments like these. To the very end, Jesus was thinking about and 
providing for the needs of others. And Jesus hasn’t changed. 
Hebrews chapter 4 describes Jesus as our faithful and merciful high 
priest; we never enter God’s presence alone—Jesus stands with us, 
bringing our needs to the Father. 

 Isaiah 53:5. 7

 C.f. Mark 15:40; Matthew 27:56.8
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We’ve come to expect less from important people. But here, on the 
cross, we see Jesus—a Friend to Sinners, a Sovereign King, a 
Compassionate Saviour. All of history hinges on Jesus’ act of 
kindness at the cross. There is no Friend, no King, no Saviour, as 
great, or as kind as Jesus. As we conclude this morning, I invite you 
to join me in love and adoration for our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Pray 

Worship 

Benediction  
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