
May 24, 2020  
Angels – Ministering Spirits 

Primary TEXT: Hebrews 1:14 
Introduction 
 
Quote from Last Week: Most of us don’t have an over-inflated view of angels 
as seems to have been the case with at least elements of the original audience.   
 
How can we know whether we have an over (or under) inflated view of angels 
if we don’t rightly understand the who, what, and why of the heavenly host? 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Who are the Angels? 
Cherubim:  

• 1st angels mentioned in scripture. Guarding the way to the Tree of Life. 

• Never shown to speak in scripture. 

• Their presence is intimately associated with the presence of the Lord. 
_________________________________________________________________ 

Seraphim: Origen – “who wrote the Epistle, God only knows the truth.” 

• The 6 wings of the seraphim: 
o 2 Covering the face – Before the dazzling glory of the Lord. 
o 2 Covering the feet – Feet represent creatureliness.  

Seraphim are so far beneath their master. 
o 2 Flying – Ever ready to respond to the commands of God. 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Gabriel:  

• Often called the preaching angel.   

• Preached to Daniel the release of Israel from captivity as well as the 
coming of Christ.  Also the coming of ____________ to Zacharias and 
the birth of Christ to _________. 

_________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+1%3A14&version=ESV


 
 

Michael:  

• Identified as an ______________. 

• We aren’t told all the details of how heaven’s host is organized. 
 
Indeed, Michael must be truly impressive, but he points us to the one who 
created him.  The one who has total command over all the angels.  To _______. 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Angel of the LORD:  

• Likely the appearance of the Angel of the LORD is an appearance of 
the pre-incarnate Christ. 

The identity of this Angel of the LORD is important because: 

• It informs how we treat angels.  If the angel of the LORD is just an 
angel, then angels must be worthy of worship (which is not true). 

• Because if the Angel of the LORD is the pre-incarnate Christ, then we 
realize how truly active Christ was throughout the whole process of 
God’s redemptive plan. 

_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

What are the Angels and Why Do They Exist? 

• Angels are _____________ beings. 

• Angels were created as ___________ spirits.  Sent out by God to 
minister to those who are to inherit salvation. 

 

• Who is the primary object of the angels’ affections? ______________  
 

Creflo Dollar’s “Angel Power Confession” 

• We should not be our own priority, and we certainly aren’t the first 
priority of the angels.  

Quote from Roger Ellsworth 

• “One of the sadnesses of our day is that so many are intensely 
interested in angels who have no title or right to their ministry! It is an 
incredible irony that so many are trying to use the angels to bypass 
Christ while the angels themselves are commissioned to serve only 
those who know Christ!” 

_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 



 
 

On Guardian Angels 

• Concept primarily pulled from the parable of the lost sheep in 
Matthew 18:10 

o We can’t say for certain that each Christian doesn’t have a 
specific guardian angel, but “if the fact that all the heavenly 
host are keeping watch for his safety will not satisfy a man, I 
do not see what benefit he could derive from knowing that 
one angel has been given to him as his special guardian.” 
(Calvin) 

_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Application 

• The Father cares for and protects his flock.  From before the world 
came into existence he knew and cared for each one of his children. 

• Don’t fall prey to the trap of exchanging the created for the creator. 

• Understand the role angels play in God’s story 
o God has created angels and he has used them to minister to 

those who have trusted in him … Ultimately they exist that 
God might be glorified. 


