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Sabbath Initiative: A number of years ago, I walked into a waiting 
room and sat down. There was a magazine rack beside me and I 
picked up People Magazine, beginning to turn the pages, but I 
quickly put it down. I wasn’t there to read about other people’s lives, 
I was there to talk with a counselor about my own life. 

At one point in my conversation with the counsellor, I said 
something that surprised me. Once I said it, I couldn’t take it back, 
and I didn’t want to, because it was true. I said, “I don’t really like 
who I am.”  

We wish we were taller, or shorter, we wish we were better dancers, 
or better at fixing things. As John Ortberg suggests, our 
disappointment—at times—is a product of our own self-absorption.  1

We’re disappointed that we aren’t more attractive, successful, or 
impressive than we are. We are disappointed in our ordinariness.  

But sometimes the disappointment goes much deeper. We wish that 
we were a better friend, a better son, or daughter. We look at our 
children and wish we were better parents; we look at our spouse and 
wish we were a better husband or wife.  

I’m disappointed by my jealousy over other people’s successes. I’m 
disappointed by my impatience with others. I’m disappointed by the 
abundance of my pride. Deep within our soul there is an ache, for we 
are not the people we want to be. 

At the end of my first session, the counselor took a few moments to 
shared his observations with me; one in particular stood out. “Mark, 
as you talked, the word that came to mind was “malnourished.” The 
more I thought about his words, the more I could see he was right. I 
was living with deep insecurities, wounds, and unmet expectations; I 
was slowly starving from the inside. 

I knew that I needed God’s help and so I turned to Him, and in a new 
way, I began to engage in the spiritual disciplines—things like 
prayer, Bible reading, and Sabbath. Spiritual disciplines (or practices) 
are not a means of proving our devotion to God. They are not a 
means of earning God’s favour. God will not love you more if you 
read your Bible more or pray more. God cannot love you more than 
He already does. 

The purpose of the spiritual disciplines is to open us to God’s life-
giving-love and His life-transforming-power. As we pray, we speak 
to God and hear from Him. As we read the Bible, we encounter 
God’s thoughts about the way things are. As we engage in Sabbath, 
we learn to find our rest in God.  

Richard Foster writes, “By themselves the spiritual disciplines can do 
nothing; they can only get us to the place where something can be 
done...God has ordained the disciplines of the spiritual life as the  
means by which we place ourselves where He can bless us.”  2

 John Ortberg, The Life You’ve Always Wanted, 13.1

 Richard Foster, Celebration of Discipline, 7.2

1



John 7, Thirsty For God        September 20, 2020

I think all of us can agree that the last 6 months have been strange 
ones. The pandemic has upended all sense of normalcy. Schools, 
restaurants, and businesses were closed and have now re-opened (sort 
of). Isolation from friends and family have become “normal,” travel 
plans have been cancelled; places of worship that were once full are 
now empty. Many of us are feeling disconnected. 

As we begin this Fall season, with our regular rhythm of gathering 
interrupted, we want to launch a church wide initiative focussed on 
cultivating communion with God. And the spiritual practice that we 
want to commend to you for the year ahead is that of Sabbath.  

The word Sabbath comes from the Hebrew verb sabat; it means “to 
stop,” “to cease,” or “to keep”. Genesis 2:2 says, “On the seventh day 
God had finished his work of creation, so he rested from all his 
work.”  

If God is all-powerful, He didn’t rest because He was tired; He 
paused to enjoy what He had made. In fact, Genesis 1 tells us that at 
the end of each day, God reviewed what He had created in order to 
enjoy it—it is good. 

Sabbath is something we keep, but as we keep the Sabbath, we find 
that it keeps us grounded. God is infinite but we are not; we get tired, 
we need to rest. Sabbath rest is God’s invitation to stop working, 
worrying, and striving; God can sustain the universe without us. 
Sabbath rest is God’s invitation to come to Him, to be restored. 
Isaiah 40:30 says that as we wait upon the Lord [and find our rest in 
Him] our strength will be renewed. Sabbath rest is also God’s 
invitation to enjoyment—to enjoy Him, one another, and the beauty 
of the created order. 

And so, we want to invite you to practice Sabbath in the coming year. 
There are things for us to stop doing, at least once a week, in order to 
find our rest in God. There are things for us to enjoy, and in the 
enjoyment of them, to find ourselves refreshed and restored. If you 
are feeling malnourished, perhaps this sabbath initiative is for you.  

Next week I’m going say a little bit more about Sabbath and then 
make a specific invitation to join in this church-wide initiative. 
Please consider joining us. 

At this time I’m going to shift the focus to this morning’s sermon, 
and the sermon is going to come in two parts; I’m going to begin, 
and our Family Pastor—Bronwyn—is going to conclude. Bronwyn 
works part-time in our Children’s ministry but when she isn’t 
working for us, she’s often working on another venture—leading 
groups of people through Israel, Egypt, and Jordan.  

We had been planning to take a group from NSAC to Israel this 
coming Spring, but with the current travel restrictions we’ve decided 
that it’s best to reschedule for the Spring of 2022. Bronwyn is a 
fabulous teacher and her many trips to Israel give her a wealth of 
insight into the Scriptures. As I was running on Monday, my mind 
turned to this week’s sermon, and as it did the Holy Spirit brought 
Bronwyn to mind. I had a sense that she was meant to join me in 
preaching this Sunday, and so, a two-part sermon.  

We are continuing in our series through John’s Gospel, and this 
morning we come to John 7. The pivotal moment in John 7 comes 
right near the end, where in dramatic fashion, Jesus makes a bold 
statement about His identity and mission. Bronwyn is going to tell us 
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more about that, but what I want to do is address what leads up to 
this all-important moment. 

If you have a Bible with you, let me encourage you to turn with me 
to John 7, beginning with vs. 1-13.  

“After this, Jesus went around in Galilee. He did not want to go 
about in Judea because the Jewish leaders there were looking for a 
way to kill him. 2 But when the Jewish Festival of Tabernacles was 
near, 3 Jesus’ brothers said to him, ‘Leave Galilee and go to Judea, 
so that your disciples there may see the works you do. 4 No one who 
wants to become a public figure acts in secret. Since you are doing 
these things, show yourself to the world.’ 5 For even his own brothers 
did not believe in him. 

6 Therefore Jesus told them, ‘My time is not yet here; for you any 
time will do. 7 The world cannot hate you, but it hates me because I 
testify that its works are evil. 8 You go to the festival. I am not going 
up to this festival, because my time has not yet fully come.’ 9 After he 
had said this, he stayed in Galilee. 

10 However, after his brothers had left for the festival, he went also, 
not publicly, but in secret. 11 Now at the festival the Jewish leaders 
were watching for Jesus and asking, “Where is he?” 12 Among the 
crowds there was widespread whispering about him. Some said, “He 
is a good man.” Others replied, “No, he deceives the people.” 13 But 
no one would say anything publicly about him for fear of the 
leaders.” 

As Jesus began to reveal His identity, public opinion began to turn 
against Him, and He became aware of the growing threat to His life. 

Jesus wasn’t avoiding death, but He was aware of the Father’s timing
—there was more for Him to do and say before His arrest and 
crucifixion. More on this later. 

Since the Bible doesn’t offer a lengthy description of Jesus’ growing 
up years, we tend to think of Him as being an only child but the truth 
is that Jesus grew up in a large family. In Mark 6:3, four of Jesus’ 
half-brothers are named: James, Joseph, Jude (or Judas), and Simon. 
This same verse speaks of Jesus’ “sisters” which means that He had 
at least two. Added together, we know that Jesus was one of at least 7 
children in Mary and Joseph’s home. 

Jesus’ siblings would have heard all the stories surrounding His birth: 
Mary’s miraculous pregnancy, the angels singing, and Wise Men 
bringing costly gifts. The question is, did they resent Jesus and these 
stories that made their own birth seem so ordinary? The Bible doesn’t 
tell us, but we know enough about human nature to understand that 
comparison, competition, and insecurity are a part of every family. 
What the Bible does tell us is that Jesus was misunderstood by His 
own family. Mark 3:20-21 tells us that when Jesus began His 
ministry of preaching and healing, His family thought He had lost 
His mind.  

We have another window into Jesus’ family dynamic here in John 7. 
As the Feast of Tabernacles drew near, with thousands of Jews 
preparing to make the trek to Jerusalem, Jesus’ half-brothers urged 
Him to go to the festival to make a name for Himself. John records 
their mocking words, “'Leave Galilee and go to Judea, so that your 
disciples there may see the works you do. No one who wants to 
become a public figure acts in secret. Since you are doing these 

3



John 7, Thirsty For God        September 20, 2020

things, show yourself to the world.’”  John concludes, “For even his 
own brothers did not believe in him.” 

All of us long for a family environment that is loving, safe, and 
encouraging; Jesus would have been no different. But family 
relationships can be complicated; they were for Jesus, just as they 
might be for us. To use a psychological term, Jesus possessed a 
healthy self-differentiation; He knew who He was and who he was 
not. He wasn’t trying to become a “public figure,” and so, public 
displays of power, wasn’t a part of His plans. Jesus simply dismissed 
the mockery of His brothers. He wouldn’t allow Himself to be 
enthroned by the adoring crowd (John 6:15), nor would He be 
pressured into revealing His identity before the appointed time (John 
7:8). 

As an aside, it’s clear from verses such as John 7:30, that the Father’s 
purpose for Jesus guided not only what He did, they also guided as 
well as what others did in response to Him. The leaders in Jerusalem 
wanted to seize and kill Jesus, but they were presented from doing so 
until Jesus had completed the work the Father had given Him to do.  

God’s sovereignty and providence overshadowed Jesus’ life; He was 
able to do and say all that the Father purposed for Him. And I believe 
that God’s sovereignty and providence overshadow our lives in the 
same way. God is ever directing, sustaining, and protecting our lives 
so that we might become who He intends for us to become and to 
accomplish what He intends for us to accomplish. 

Vs. 14-18: His brothers left for the Festival and a few days later, 
Jesus followed. When He began to teach in the Temple Courts, the 
crowd was amazed at His words, saying, “How did this man get such 
learning without having been taught?” Jesus responded (vs. 16), “My 
teaching is not my own. It comes from the one who sent me. Anyone 
who chooses to do the will of God will find out whether my teaching 
comes from God or whether I speak on my own.”  

Frequently throughout the Gospels, the crowds marvel at Jesus’ 
words and the “authority” they possess. We tend to assume that these 
comments mean that Jesus was a dynamic, or charismatic, 
communicator—the crowd was “moved” emotionally by Jesus’ 
words.  

Scholars provide another possibility. Rabbis in Jesus’ day, frequently 
appealed to authority figures from the past to give their own words 
weight. But unlike rabbis of his day, Jesus didn’t appeal to “a long 
chain of human tradition,” instead, He insisted that His teaching 
came directly from God.  3

Here in vs. 16, and again in vs. 28-29, Jesus spoke about His 
heavenly origin and identity; He can speak with authority about God 
since He alone has come from God and knows God. 

At this time I’m going to invite Bronwyn to come and lead us into 
the heart of our text.  

  D.A. Carson, The Pillar New Testament Commentary: The Gospel According To John, 312.3
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Bronwyn: Remember parties? Sometimes, you go to a party, and you 
say, “That was amazing!” Sometimes you go to a party and you say, 
aeh! And you go home and watch Netflix.  

Everybody wants “amazing”! We want to offer it, we want to 
experience amazing. An amazing world. Not just at parties, but every 
day. Flowing through our lives.  

Today I want to tell you about how to find and pass on “Amazing!” 
I’m going to do it with examples from Jesus’ life, and steps for our 
own lives. I hope that by the time we leave, we will have 
experienced, and we will know how to bless others with “Amazing!” 

“Amazing” is the bit of magic that turns a moment from “aeh” into 
“wow.” When you’re at the party, maybe it comes to you through a 
flower, through a smile, maybe it’s a waft of perfume. You can’t put 
your finger on it. It’s not the form, it’s the Essence. And the Source 
of that Essence is deep inside everything. The source is God Himself. 
“Amazing” comes from God. I say it again: “Amazing” comes from 
God. Even if it’s through one drop of shining water.   

In Jesus’ time, the Temple was where people went to meet God. The 
Holy Spirit had not yet been poured out all over the earth. That was 
only after Jesus ascended to heaven, and He sent the Spirit. So people 
had to go to the Temple in Jerusalem, where the Presence of God 
dwelt.  

Many of the big moments of Jesus’ life are marked by the Temple. 
Do you remember some of them? The first one was when He was a 
Baby and His parents took Him in, to present Him to God. They 
walked from Bethlehem – maybe a 2 hour walk.  

As they entered the Temple, carrying the Child, immediately, the 
ancients surrounded him. Anna, an old widow, who had been praying 
for the coming of the Messiah, held Him and said, “Here He is!” 
Simeon, an old man of holy faith clasped Jesus and declared, “Now, 
Lord, I can die in peace, for I have seen Your Salvation.”  
Believe me, Mary and Joseph were Amazed! They never expected 
this reception to their little Son, in His first Temple encounter.  

The second was when Jesus went up for His bar Mitzvah. Bar or Bat 
Mitzvahs are so much fun! Dancing, singing, cheering. The boy or 
girl recites the Torah, God’s Law, publically for the first time. When 
you can read the Law of God, you have entered the role of adulthood.  

Well, Jesus’ Bar Mitzvah did not end the way that Mary & Joseph 
anticipated! No – He got so wrapped up in not only reading the Law, 
but teaching the Law, that He stayed in the Temple, speaking with the 
wisest adults, the greatest teachers of them all, who were “amazed” 
by His knowledge. So Jesus had a history in the Temple but He didn’t 
stay there. He lived up in Galilee.  

In Galilee, there is no Temple (the only Temple was in Jerusalem), 
but there was a synagogue, where people came to have community 
and to be taught. Jesus taught there too.  

As He was teaching, in and all around the synagogue, which is right 
beside the shining Sea of Galilee, Jesus did incredible miracles of 
healing, restoring, forgiving. And the people were Amazed! Jesus 
didn’t need to go to the Temple to do God’s work. Wherever He 
went, was Amazing – which is from God.  
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Do you start to see a pattern? There was Something deep within 
Jesus. As a tiny Baby he didn’t say a Word, but people sensed it. 
Then when He spoke, it was with authority. And when He did 
something, it was unbelievable. That’s why people crowded to Him. 
We all want, “Amazing!” And Amazing was in Jesus.  

Jesus’ brothers though, were not impressed. “If You’re such a big 
shot, go prove it on the big stage!” That’s what they said to Him. It’s 
like, “Go to New York. If you can make it there, you can make it 
anywhere!” Go to Jerusalem. Test your power there.  

But Jesus didn’t operate that way. He had nothing to prove. *Jesus 
was amazing because He knew who He was. And He offered that, 
freely, fully, wherever, and whenever, and with whomever, He was. 
That’s a good principle for us. Be who you are. You are created in 
God’s image. It’s Amazing!  

How did Jesus get this strength, to be so different? And what made 
Him different? Well, Jesus was the Son of God. Within Him was that 
Essence. That’s why He could speak and teach the way He did. But 
also, He stayed in relationship with His Father.  

The only voice He listened to was His Father’s. The voice that can be 
heard in all things that reflect the Father. The whisper in the wind, the 
splash of a fish, the sound of a pebble creating ripples into the Sea, 
the cry of a baby, or of a widowed mother weeping for her child. Did 
you know you can hear God’s voice there? Pause for a second. Close 
your eyes. When did you last hear the voice of God? When did He 
reveal His beauty to you?  

In our staff meeting this week, Pastor Mark said he often hears God 
when he’s running. Pastor Dave said he’s usually by water. Water for 
him sounds like the voice of God. The Bible reflects that: “The voice 
of God is like the sound of rushing water” says Isaiah. “I heard the 
voice, and it was the sound of mighty waters,” says Ezekiel.  

When we go to the headsprings of the Jordan river, the river that 
supplies water to the Sea of Galilee the sound of that water is so 
mighty, that no voice can be heard over it. Jesus heard no voice but 
His Father’s. And that voice flowed through Him.  

Ezekiel prophesied, “When Messiah comes, water will flow from 
Him, and bring dead things to life.” Zechariah prophesied, “A day is 
coming when Living Water will flow out of Jerusalem!” God’s voice 
flowed through Jesus and brought life. Jesus was Amazing because 
He shut out distractions and listened only to God. 

Whose voice do you listen to? Be who you’re made to be. Listen 
only to God.  

He heard His Father’s voice on the hillsides, where He went to pray. 
It’s so beautiful in Galilee. Green and still. Mustard grows like 
wildfire, birds sing,  flowers bloom, and there are trees with thorns, 
called the Christ-thorn tree. From its branches they make the crown 
that Jesus wore, that hurts your head when you push it on. And Jesus 
taught under those trees. Maybe He heard His Father’s voice say, 
“One day, that will be on you. And He said, Yes.” God prepares us 
for what’s to come, when we Listen. Are you listening?  

So Jesus knew not to listen to His brothers when they told him to go 
to Jerusalem for the Feast. But when God told Him to go, He went. 
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You know, it was only a few days later. Does it seem churlish that He 
didn’t go when His brothers wanted Him to go? Does it matter what 
motivates us? Do ten minutes or ten days make a difference? They 
do.  

My Dad tells a story about how a train was late in India. He ended up 
staying overnight in some backwoods village, and met a man who 
said, “I had a dream. God showed me you would come. Tell me 
about God. And he did.” 

Minutes matter. Motivation matters. That’s why we have to listen 
to God, and get it right. Just like Jesus.  *Jesus was amazing 
because He was so precise.  

By the time He finally ended up in Jerusalem, Jesus actually had 
more of an impact than if He had shown up at the beginning. Because 
the crowds had gathered. And John 7 tells us, “Among the crowds 
there was widespread whispering about Him. Some said, “He’s a 
good man.” Others said, “No, He deceives the people.” But nobody 
would say anything out loud. They were afraid.  

You know Who wasn’t afraid? Jesus. When He arrived, He started 
teaching and - they were Amazed! They wanted to know, “Where did 
you get this teaching from?” Because in Jewish traditions, you have a 
teacher who teaches you. They always reference the great rabbis. 
Like we all know that Paul, when he was Saul, had been taught by 
Rabbi Gamaliel. So they said, “Who’s your Teacher?”  

Jesus said to them, vs. 16, “My teaching is not my own. It comes 
from Him Who sent me. The one who speaks on their own does it for 

glory. But the one who seeks the glory of the One Who sent Him, is 
the one who is true.”  

Jesus didn’t have an earthly rabbi. His Father was His teacher. He 
could have said, “I don’t need some teacher. I’ve been teaching you 
since I was 12!” But *Jesus was amazing because He relinquished 
the glory. And gave it all to God.  

That’s another lesson. Be who you are. Listen only to God’s voice. 
Obey precisely. Relinquish the glory. And when you do, you know 
what will happen? You’ll be “Amazing!” Because He is. 

Day by day the crowds gathered. The Feast of Tabernacles or Booths 
is a command. Go to Jerusalem and celebrate, says God. Remember 
how I brought you through the wilderness when you had no shelter, 
no water, and I provided everything you needed. They love to 
celebrate it because it’s the most fun Festival of all. It’s basically like 
a huge campout where they go and recreate living in the desert, with 
singing and dancing and ceremony.  

The biggest part of the ceremony is about water. You remember how 
Moses struck the rock in the wilderness and God gave them water? 
And then when they entered the Promised Land it was a land of milk 
and honey, a fertile land that relied on the rain of God. Water is 
essential for life and fruitfulness. And water was a big part of God’s 
Amazing presence.   

So in this Festival, the priests with their blowing horns and their 
music and their dancing would take a huge golden pitcher from the 
Temple down to the Pool of Siloam below, the pool that’s connected 
to the Bedrock, and from the rock they would bring water. Day after 
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day they take this Golden pitcher, shining like the life of God 
Himself, and pour the water over the altar. Thank You God for water. 
Send us Rain, for the new year. But on the last day, they stop. The 
last day was not devoted to looking at the past, nor to looking at their 
crops. It was devoted to looking for the Messiah.  

On the last day, they cry, “Maim, Chaim” Send us Living Water! 
“Hosanna,” Lord Save Us!” and they dance in even greater fury. 
They shout so loudly, said Josephus, you can hear it all the way in 
Bethlehem! Tens of thousands of people dancing around the Temple. 
I was there one Palm Sunday when tens of thousands of people were 
coming down the Mount of Olives, waving branches. It was beautiful 
and surreal! 

In this party, that Jesus came to, the most staid and severe Rabbis are 
whooping it up! There are stories written about Gamaliel, the great 
teacher of Paul, who, as part of the party, would take seven flaming 
torches and with one hand, throw them up into the air and juggle 
them like a flying menorah. It was that kind of atmosphere – electric, 
passionate, full of the joy of life. The anticipation that God Who 
saved them would save them again. 

Into that, Jesus showed up! On the Last Day He stood in the middle 
of the feast and with a loud voice, He cried, vs 37, “Let anyone who 
is thirsty come to Me and drink! Whoever believes in Me, as 
Scripture says, out from them will flow rivers of living water!” He 
was saying He was fulfilling messianic prophecy.  

And no-one laid a hand on him. No-one. It was very clear this entire 
festival was about God providing Water, and now Jesus was saying, 
“I provide it.” In other words, “I am God.” Not just “I provide water” 

but “I provide living water.” Not just “I provide water,” but “You, if 
you believe in me, God will live in you and you will be full of living 
water. You will provide water.”  

*Jesus was amazing because He passed life on. And so no-one 
touched Him. The guards said, “We can’t!” verse 46. Why? He’s 
Amazing. “No-one spoke like this.”  

So that brings us to our bottom line. If you want to know “Amazing,” 
if you want to bring “Amazing” you have to be in touch with the 
Father as Jesus was, and then you have to be in touch with Jesus. You 
have to Believe in Jesus and He will give you His Spirit - and you 
too will bring the presence of God wherever you go. And God brings 
Amazing.  

My kids laugh at me because I like the movie, Mamma Mia. It’s set 
on a Greek island - what more can you say? For me, a fantastic 
moment is when they’re all dancing – to Abba music. It’s a wedding 
party, it’s a feast, there’s so much longing in this place. They’re 
dancing in a circle, and the music gets louder and louder, just like it 
did in the Temple, and all of a sudden, a crack in the middle of the 
floor splits open and a fountain of deep island water gushes up and 
sprays all over them, and they’re drenched and laughing, and the 
dance becomes even bigger, … and that’s what it was like when 
Jesus said, “I am the Living Water” and those who drank of Him 
were forever changed.  

That was a party that, when they went home, when they left 
Jerusalem, no-one said “aeh!” No-one watched Netflix. They all kept 
talking about Him. “He’s amazing!” The beauty is, Jesus said you 
can have this too.  
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The Living Water that Jesus referred to was the Spirit, verse 39. This 
festival was all about water in the desert and fruitfulness in the land. 
When we get the Holy Spirit, what do we do? We produce fruit. The 
fruit of the Spirit has different names than olives, pomegranates and 
grapes. It’s called, goodness, patience, joy, and all the other fruits. 
They’re delicious. In fact, they’re Amazing.  

So be blessed as you be with Jesus. Follow His ways. Delight in His 
chutzpah. Know that you don’t have to go to the Temple. You go to 
Him, and you’re with God. Let His Living Water flow through you. 
The question is, “Are you thirsty for Amazing?” How thirsty are you 
for God? 

Amen. 
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