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Peace and Grace to you from God our father and from our Lord and savior Jesus Christ. 

The disciples must have been on Storm Lake, they spent the en�re night fishing, not catching, and their 
nets were empty.  As o�en happens someone on shore yells out, “catching anything?”, and the response 
was a dull NO!  The story in the Gospel doesn’t specifically state that these former fishermen returned to 
their life of fishing, but they probably felt deserted and even somewhat desperate, so they went fishing, 
something they knew.   The stranger on the shore tells them to throw their nets on the other side of the 
boat, and amazingly without ques�on they do, and they begin pulling in such a large catch that they are 
concerned it will break their net.   Someone on the boat says to Peter, “It is the Lord!” and he jumps in 
the water presumably to swim to Jesus. When the others come ashore, they count the fish in the nets 
and find they have 153.  Jesus invites them to bring some for the fire he has started and prepares 
breakfast.  If each of them eats a whole fish, that would leave 141 as their take for the day.  The ques�on 
remains unanswered, what did they do with their abundance?  Do they remember that Jesus had told 
them that if they followed him, they would fish for people?  Do they give thanks for the abundance that 
God offers? 

The story doesn’t end with the shore breakfast; it intensifies.  Jesus and Peter are standing near the 
charcoal fire and we are reminded of the scene a�er Jesus has been hung on the cross and Peter, 
warming himself next to a charcoal fire, denies that he knows Jesus three �mes.  Three �mes in the 
seaside conversa�on Jesus ques�ons Peter about his love.  “Do you love me?” The first two �mes Peter 
answers yes, the third �me he acknowledges that Jesus knows everything and should know that he loves 
his Christ.  With each ques�on and response, Jesus charges Peter with the care of the flock, “feed my 
lambs, tend my sheep, feed my sheep!”  He then issues the invita�on that started the en�re chain of 
events 3 years prior, Jesus simply states, “Follow me!”  

The theme of our 2019 Western Iowa Synod assembly is “Following Jesus; Living Hope!”  It brings us 
back to the primary work of the church – following Jesus.  The ques�on must be asked, “What is 
following Jesus all about?”  For the first disciples turned apostles, it was about preaching the Good News 
without fear of what might happen to them, and they had reason to fear.  They found persecu�on and 
imprisonment a common reac�on to their sharing as has many over the centuries. The reading from the 
Acts of the Apostles tells how Paul before his mee�ng with Jesus on the road to Damascus was a severe 
persecutor of Chris�ans.  God put a stop to that!  As you read through Paul’s le�ers you find that he 
wrote many of them while in jail and his life ended in Rome a�er being in prison again.  That persecu�on 
of followers did not stop. It is It is guess�mated that over 40 million people have been martyred for their 
belief in Jesus over the two millennia, 2/3 of those in the 20 th  century.  S�ll today in some countries it is 
unwise to confess you follow Jesus.  

But what does it mean to us to be followers of Jesus in the 21 st  century United States of America? Some 
would try to convince you that it is about proper behavior, or praying the right way, or not associa�ng 
with certain people, or even not ea�ng or not drinking offending things.  
Early in his ministry career Mar�n Luther fought the personal struggle about what he must do to merit 
God’s grace and thus be a true believer and disciple of Christ.  He came to that profound understanding 
that we are saved (healed) by grace alone through faith and to be one of God’s flock we could do 
nothing, need do nothing.  It is all God’s doing.  By the love that shines on us from the cross we are 
redeemed by God’s reconciling us to himself.  While we were s�ll sinning God saved us. 
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So, with Luther’s teaching what is le� for us to do?  Maybe it is as simple as remembering the abundance 
that God provides, like 141 extra fish, and share our blessings.  One of the significant issues the synod 
assembly has deliberated and acted on is a spending plan that enables the 126 congrega�ons of Western 
Iowa to work together to accomplish God’s mission in our territory.  That ministry is dependent on 
followers of Jesus to agree that God’s mission is important and to share for the common good and the 
sake of the Gospel.  

As we consider what we have to share it is good to remember that we are a country built by immigrants, 
like our foremothers and forefathers who wanted a be�er life than was available in their home country. 
We see that story repeated in the news today with thousands of people seeking refuge and safety in this 
great land.  Look closely and you realize it is not only those from south of our border, but also from 
Africa, Asia and the middle-East. The largest numbers of immigrants to the US in recent years have been 
from China and India. It was recently said that America was full, yet our farms and meat packing plants 
have need for workers and would love to have industrious hardworking people apply, even if English is 
not their first language.  Maybe following Jesus is about going against the grain of contemporary culture 
and caring more about our neighbors than ourselves.  Maybe it is about finding hope in the world based 
on the promises we have from God and sharing that hope with others.  Is it possible that while we are 
following Jesus and living in hope, we might also be able to enable others to find hope?  

God has given the world hope by the death, resurrec�on and ascension of Jesus, we are allowed to 
celebrate that with great joy.  This is the Easter season! We can join our voices with every creature in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, singing praises and proclaiming, “He is risen, He 
is risen indeed!” 


