
Study of the Word 
(Spiritual Reading)



2 Timothy 
3:16-17

• 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 
correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of 
God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. (NIV)

• 16 Every scripture is inspired by God and useful for teaching, for 
reproof,  for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the 
person dedicated to God may be capable and equipped for every 
good work. (NET)
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2 Peter 1:20-21

• 20 Above all, you must understand that no 
prophecy of Scripture came about by the 
prophet’s own interpretation of things.21 For 
prophecy never had its origin in the human 
will, but prophets, though human, spoke from 
God as they were carried along by the Holy 
Spirit. (NIV)

•  20 Above all, you must realize that no prophecy 
in Scripture ever came from the prophet’s own 
understanding, 21 or from human initiative. No, 
those prophets were moved by the Holy Spirit, 
and they spoke from God. (NLT)
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The Quiet Time

• Information gathering (Exercise in spiritual 
nugget extraction)

• We exercise control (We choose what to read 
and why)

• We view the word as something to master to 
fulfill our purposes

• Sometimes we are reading to complete the 
assigned daily reading plan…often, as quickly 
as possible
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John 5:39-40

39 “You search the Scriptures 
because you think they give you 
eternal life. But the Scriptures 
point to me! 40 Yet you refuse to 
come to me to receive this life.



The Quiet 
Time

• Give your consent and allow the text to 
have control over you. 

• A time to encounter God – yielding to 
his “reading” of you. Read attentively, 
slowly, praying throughout and being 
aware of your inner dynamics

• Don’t approach the word with your 
agenda, come in with a posture of 
openness to God’s agenda

• Be mastered by God for the fulfillment 
of his purposes in us and through us



Resources to help you Practice the Way



Lectio Divina (Divine or 
Spiritual Reading)

Jim & Lindsay Long



Prayer for the Lord’s Supper


