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Here Comes the Church! 
Part 17: The Backbone of the Church,  Acts 20: 17-38 

 
As we continue to follow up our celebration of the birth of the Church on Pentecost Sunday, we look 
at how the early church lived out their faith based on being filled with the Spirit.  What does that 
mean for the church today? 
 
TODAY’S TRUTH The Holy Spirit came upon the original followers of Jesus Christ at Pentecost, 
solidifying them and empowering them as His people, His Church.  He continues to grow the 
Church by ordaining leaders who serve the people with their teaching, testimony, protection, 
and giving.   
 

1. SERVE WITH HUMILITY 

Acts 20:19  “serving the Lord with all humility, with many tears and trials which happened to 
me by the plotting of the Jews;” 
- SUBMIT 

- Through Testing– James 1:12 
- Through Teaching–  2 Tim. 2:15 
- Through Testimony-  Ps. 71:15-16 

   THE WHOLE COUNSEL OF GOD 
- God’s Purposes – His role in creation and history (truths to be believed) 
- God’s Perspective – a worldview that includes human origin, fall, redemption and 

destiny 
- God’s People – commandments to be obeyed and wisdom to pursue 
- God’s Promises and Power – in this life and the next 

 

2.  SHEPHERD BY HEEDING 

Acts 20:28  “…shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.” 
- Recognize Ownership– Titus 2:14 
- Respond in Obligation –  1 Peter 5:2 

 

3.  SUPPORT THROUGH HARDSHIP 

- Resist the Enemies– 1 Peter 5: 8-9 
- Remember the Entrustment – Luke 12:48 

 

CONCLUSION  

As the Apostle Paul addressed the leaders of the church of Ephesus, he’s also 
communicating to leaders of today’s Church to be diligent in caring for the body.  And as a 
church we’re to worship Him, kneeling before Him our Maker, remembering He is our God, 
and we are the people of His pasture, and the sheep of His hand. (Psalm 95: 6-7) 

 
 
 


