
Matchless part 13  

Hebrews 6:1-12  

The Title Of The Message: “When We Refuse to Grow” 

The Key Word: Maturity 

The Thought: If we refuse to grow, we face the real danger of 
turning our backs on the love of Christ. 

We are continuing our study through the message of when we refuse to 
grow, and last week we looked at verses 1-6 the writer whom I believe to 
be Paul was encouraging the Hebrews into the deeper things of God, He 
was seeking to share those things but noticed that instead of moving 
forward they were moving backward, trying to avoid persecution, they 
became dull of hearing, unable to handle the strong meat of the word 
and still needed a bottle, and so he encouraged them to move past all of 
the elementary things of Judaism, to go to perfection or maturity, and we 
noted the description of those who looked like godly people and had 
done godly works, as we looked at the works of the Pharisees, they 
prayed they tithes they served, and noted the description of Demas 
served with Paul, greeted the churches and served the church, only to 
“fall away” for the pleasures of this world, and we noted the words of 
Christ who said on that day many will say to Me Lord, Lord have we not 
prophesied in your name, cast out demons in your name, do many 
wonders in your name, then He will say to them I never knew you, 
depart from me you who practice lawlessness. Some hard and heavy 
duty words but now Paul says… 

Hebrews 6:7-8 NKJV - For the earth which drinks in the rain that often 
comes upon it, and bears herbs useful for those by whom it is cultivated, 
receives blessing from God; 8 NKJV - but if it bears thorns and briers, it 
is rejected and near to being cursed, whose end is to be burned. 



For the earth which drinks in the rain… What a great illustration, the 
writer of  Hebrews points out that when it rains and that the earth 
produces herbs, that is good food that is useful for those who cultivate 
them, and justifies the blessings of God that have upon them, but if it 
bears worthless fruit, that is thorns, and weeds, then it is rejected and 
near being cursed and the end is to be burned. When Paul speaks of the 
earth that drinks in the rain and of the burning of useless weeds, it draws 
us back to certain parables that the Lord has spoken of, like the parable 
of the sower in Matthew 13:18-23 comparing the hearts of people to 
certain types of ground, where the ground was hard the enemy snatched 
away the word so that people would not understand, where the ground 
was rocky the word was received but because the root did not go deep 
enough, when trials and troubles came up people withered and died 
away from the faith, where ground was not taken care of and the weeds 
were not removed, the word was received but it was choked out by the 
cares of this world and people died away from the faith, but where the 
ground was good the seed produced fruit some a hundred fold, some 
sixty and some thirty. Also the parable of the tares in Matthew 13:24-30 
where a certain farmer who had taken care to plant good seed, but 
overnight his enemy came and sowed tares, for the servants all they 
could think about was ripping them out, but the farmer knew that if they 
did that they would probably rip out the wheat as well, so he instructs 
them to let them grow together, and when it was time to harvest them 
then they could separate the wheat from the tares and gather the tares 
and burn them.  

Now I think this is interesting because you see the work that the church 
is to do they go and spread the word that is they share the gospel or the 
love of Christ, and as people begin to produce the fruit of the Spirit in 
their lives, we see the enemy placing people who refuse to produce good 
fruit in the midst of the church, they are the tares, but to rip them out of 
the church causes great harm because it tends to rip out young believers 
as well. At the same time we can look at them as an example of what not 
to do, is someone boastful of carnal things? Then I’m not going down 
that road, is someone prideful, or haughty, do they tend to lie a lot or 
embellish, are they ungrateful or unforgiving, do they gossip a lot? Do 



they mock prayer, or sow doubt? These are things that can be a reminder 
to look out for in our own lives. Unfortunately these are some of the 
reasons people use to leave the church and stay away from the church 
instead of staying, and being a reason for the church to grow they stay 
home. There is a story of person who told the pastor that they were 
leaving the church, the pastor asked why, the person went on to say that 
there were to many people on their cell phones, to many hypocrites, and 
to many just not paying attention to the message, so the pastor ask if 
they would do him a favor before leaving, they said okay, on the next 
service I want you to take this glass fill it with water to the top and walk 
through the sanctuary without spilling a drop, the next service that 
person did just that and came back to the pastor, the pastor asked, did 
you see anyone on their cell phones? They said no, did you see any 
hypocrites? Again they said no, did you see anyone not paying attention? 
they said no, but they objected, that’s only because I was focused on not 
spilling the water, to which he replied and that’s how you should be 
during the service focused on worshiping Jesus and focused on hearing 
what He has to say to you and the changes He wants you to make in 
your own life.  

Luke 6:39–42 (NKJV) 39 And He spoke a parable to them: “Can the 
blind lead the blind? Will they not both fall into the ditch? 40 A disciple 
is not above his teacher, but everyone who is perfectly trained will be 
like his teacher. 41 And why do you look at the speck in your brother’s 
eye, but do not perceive the plank in your own eye? 42 Or how can you 
say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me remove the speck that is in your 
eye,’ when you yourself do not see the plank that is in your own eye? 
Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your own eye, and then you will 
see clearly to remove the speck that is in your brother’s eye. 

That doesn’t mean that church discipline shouldn’t happen or that unruly 
people shouldn’t be removed but it must be done in God’s love and 
grace, because the goal is to bring glory to God and that godly sorrow 
would come upon a person so that they would repent and be restored to 
the fellowship and then wait for what God would have them serve in.  



God has blessed all of mankind, the word says that it rains on the just 
and the unjust, Matthew 5:45 His expectation is that good fruit would 
come of it, not ulterior motives and false works, but a genuine heart that 
wants to see the power of God working in their lives, His desire is that 
none would perish but this is a decision left in the hearts and minds of 
man.  

This warning doesn’t just apply to the Hebrews Christians of the day but 
also to us today we must seek to grow beyond what we are comfortable 
with, to produce that good fruit, we must if we are to develop a deeper 
Christian life that is not being tossed to and fro by every wave of 
doctrine and every trial that comes into our lives, to be willing to obey 
the Lord and to cut off sin at every corner of our lives that we might 
justify God’s blessing in our lives.  

If we don’t the implication is clear that people that do not produce good 
fruit are doomed to being cursed and sent to the lake of fire. But what is 
good fruit? All good fruit is produced in the power of the Spirit and 
Love is at the root of good fruit. It’s not something I can do, by having 
good intentions and being good or doing good works, but is a by product 
of being born again.   

Galatians 5:22–23 (NKJV) 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, 
self-control. Against such there is no law. 

Ephesians 5:9–10 (NKJV) 9 (for the fruit of the Spirit is in all 
goodness, righteousness, and truth), 10 finding out what is acceptable to 
the Lord. 

Colossians 1:10–12 (NKJV) 10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, 
fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in 
the knowledge of God; 11 strengthened with all might, according to His 
glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy; 12 giving 



thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the 
inheritance of the saints in the light. 

For the earth which drinks in the rain… The intention of the writer is 
to make us realize that Jesus has prepared us through this rain to soften 
the ground of hearts that we might receive His word, Deuteronomy 
32:2 (NKJV) Let my teaching drop as the rain, My speech distill as the 
dew, As raindrops on the tender herb, And as showers on the grass.  

But if we refuse to receive that rain then the Lord will cut it off the 
rain… 

Zechariah 14:17 (NKJV) And it shall be that whichever of the families 
of the earth do not come up to Jerusalem to worship the King, the Lord 
of hosts, on them there will be no rain. 

Good fruit comes with the rain if there is a lack of rain then we produce 
bad fruit, the same is true for us when we refuse to go to the Lord, notice 
that Zechariah says if they do not go up to Jerusalem, there is a 
designated place that believers are to gather together that we might 
worship the Lord together to receive the teaching of the Lord. 

Psalm 133:1 (NKJV) Behold, how good and how pleasant it is For 
brethren to dwell together in unity! 

While we are on the subject of receiving rain we are to give that rain as 
well, see the rain is the gospel that is the word of God and God has 
intended that we rain all over people so that the gospel goes out all over. 

2 Timothy 4:2 (NKJV) Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of 
season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. 

Hebrews 6:9-12 NKJV - But, beloved, we are confident of better things 
concerning you, yes, things that accompany salvation, though we speak 
in this manner. 10 NKJV - For God is not unjust to forget your work and 
labor of love which you have shown toward His name, in that you have 



ministered to the saints, and do minister. 11 NKJV - And we desire that 
each one of you show the same diligence to the full assurance of hope 
until the end, 12 NKJV - that you do not become sluggish, but imitate 
those who through faith and patience inherit the promises. 

But, beloved, we are confident… Paul is rough on the church but its 
because he knows that we are dealing with life and death, the difference 
between having an abundant life, that’s is effective in the lives of others 
and a bland life that has no effect or worse yet a carnal life that only 
causes pain for their own lives and the lives of others, he wants them to 
know there is no time to be messing around, and we have to be on the 
fast track to maturity.  

Paul has been rough on his brothers and so he decides to change gears 
here, and moves into encouraging the believer in that he says “But, 
beloved, that is you who are loved by God, we are confident of better 
things concerning you! What better things? Better things than being 
spiritual babies, better things then being moral midgets, better things 
than treating salvation and the Son who gave it with disrespect.   

Yes, things that accompany salvation… What things that accompany 
salvation? Inward change, transformed minds, Love for God and the 
Body of Christ, Love for the Word of God, Prayer, Perseverance no 
matter the trouble.   

For God is not unjust… There are times that pastors can get hard on 
the congregation, at the same time we don’t want to crush or discourage 
the congregation either, so like Paul I want to encourage you, maybe 
you’ve failed or done things that were not right, know this I am 
confident of better for things concerning you as well. Sometimes when 
we are discouraged we think that God has somehow forgotten all the 
work and labor of love we’ve done for Him, you should remember that 
just because people may have forgotten the work and labor of love you 
have done for the Lord doesn’t mean that He has forgotten, if He did that 
would make Him an unjust God.   



And we desire that each one of you… That being said, notice that Paul 
goes on to say, And we desire that each one of you show the same 
diligence to the full assurance of hope until the end, in other words don’t 
be discouraged knowing that God doesn’t forget, and keep on pressing in 
to Him and moving forward, its not that people can’t experience 
discouragement but what are you going to do with it, the problem with 
discouragement, if we wallow in it, is that it makes us sluggish or dull of 
hearing the Lord, or anyone else, I mean how can you hear anything 
when your busy feeling sorry for yourself? We ought to instead press 
into Christ and press on, or move forward otherwise we will become dull 
of hearing or sluggish to do what the Lord would have us do.  

We of all people should be motivated to move forward because God 
hasn’t forgotten and because we have full assurance and we have a hope 
and we have inherited promises given to us! And so we are to imitate 
those who through patience and faith have inherited, not worked for, the 
promises of God.     

So how do I find these people I’m supposed to imitate? We find great 
examples of people who pressed forward in the word of God, we find 
Abraham pushing forward even when it seemed he and his wife were to 
old to have a child, Jacob pressing forward when he was tricked out the 
wife he worked seven years for, and pressing on even when he thought 
his child was killed, we find Joseph pressing on when he was sold by his 
brothers falsely accused of rape and forgotten for two years, and David 
when all of the women and. Children were taken and the army wanted to 
stone him! There are so many that pressed forward in times of 
discouragement it would take me all morning to read them to you, 
instead I would encourage you to read about them for yourself, 
especially when you feel like your going through things that no one else 
has ever gone through, when we are discouraged let us lean on those and 
imitate those who have found the secret of pressing forward. 

2 Corinthians 5:7 (NKJV) For we walk by faith, not by sight. 

Application: 



1. Since God has poured His rain out on you what Kind of fruit are 
you producing?  

2. God’s desire is that you would experience the better things that 
come with a deeper relationship with Him. 

3. Are you discouraged this morning? Know that God has not 
forgotten you, keep pressing into Him and pressing on  


